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To     the     R  E  A  D  E  R. 

AN  Introdutlion,  although  common,  Is  not  very 
neceflary  here,  as  the  compiler  of  the  follow- 
ing treatife,  with  unwearied  diligence,  fearched 
the  ancient  records  for  the  Hiliorical  account  of 
the  Blue  Blanket,  which  is  the  Craftfmens  Banner, 
containing  the  fundamental  privileges  of  the  good 
Town ;  as  alfo,  the  powers  and  prerogatives  of  the 
Crafts  of  Edinburgh. 

Mr  Alexander  Penneculk,  who  was  a  burgefs 
and  guifd  brother  in  the  Good  Town,  fearched  out 
records,  which  had  been  neglected  by  all  other 
hiftorians  who  had  pretended  to  give  authentic  ac- 
counts of  Edinburgh,  &:c  Upon  the  7th  of  April, 
1722,  he  gave  in  his  manufcript  of  the  Blue  Blan- 
ket to  the  Convener  of  the  Fourteen  Incorpora- 
tions, in  order  that  they  might  judge  of  its  authen- 
ticity, which,  being  very  narrowly  infpe£led  by 
proper  antiquarians,  was  found  juft,  and  the  Four- 
teen Incorporations  appointed  two  of  their  Craftf- 
men,  to  give  a  public  teftimony  of  their  approba- 
tions j  which  they  did,  in  a  letter,  recorded  before 
the  preface. 

In  this  Edition  the  pnbllfher  has  taken  care  not 
10  vary  from  the  old  original  language  of  the 
charters  belonging  to  the  Crafts  of  Edinburgh,  and 
likewifc  annexed  the  Set  or  Charter  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  City  of  Edinburgh,  which  clearly 
points  out,  both  to  the  Magiftrates  and  the  Four- 
teen Ircorpcracions,  their  powers  of  electing  and 
feeing  elected. 


To     the     READER. 

As  alfo,  the  Coats  of  Arms  for  each  of  the 
Fourteen  Incorporations,  with  their  dates  when 
granted,  &c. 

May  the  IVorfnpful  the  Deacons  of  Crafts,  arid 
aU  the  members  of  the  Fourteen  Incorporations  in 
the  Good  Town  of  Edinburgh,  live  in  unity  and 
love  J  andy  in  the  luorfl  oftimes^fiipport  and  main* 
tain  the  honours  and  fret' dom  df  the  Blue  Blanket, 
till  the  lijl  trump  rend  the  cetheria!  Jky^  is  ibe  ar- 
dent pra^  cr  ofy 


JVorihy  JelkiV'c'itizenSt 

Your  devoted  humble  fervanty 

The  PUBLISHER, 


t^^ 


To  the  Worshipful 

The  DEACONS  of  CRAnS, 

And  the  remanent  Members  of  "the 

Fourteen   Incorporations  in  the 
Good  Town  of  Edinburgh. 

PRESENT  yon    with   an 

ahridgment  of  the  glorious 

actions  of  your  predccefTors  ; 

who,  by  a  duuful  attachn:ient 

to  their  Sovereign,  fuflering  byimpi- 

ous  rebels,  fliewed  their  hearts  cnflam- 
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The  Epijlle  Dedicatory* 

ed  with  loyalty,  their  hands  were 
thunder,  and  their  deeds  miracles. 
You  enjoy  the  honours  and  privileges 
%vhich  they  procured  from  the  Mo- 
NARGHS  of  SCOTLAND,  as  rewards 
for  their  heroic  atchievenients.  You 
are,  what  the  greateft  Princes  and 
warriors  in  Europe,  triumphant  in 
the  field  of  battle,  and  prellcd  down 
to  the  grav^e  with  laurels,  have  afpir- 
ed  to  Knights  of  the  HOLY 
GHOST;  your  BANNER  being  cal- 
led in  original  writs,  The  Banner  of 
the^Holy  Ghoji,  Study  then  to  imi- 
tate your  worthy  anceflors  in  their 
illufhious  virtues,  and  inviolably 
maintain  the  privileges  of  your 
M  J  G  N  J  C  H  J  R  T  J  .' 
It  is  a  facred  depofitum,  which  yoti 
are  bound  in  confcience,  as  well  as 
through  interefl:,  to  defend.  If  your 
enemies  (hould  dare  to  invade  your 
prerogatives,  granted  by  Kings,  the 


7he  Epijlk  Dedicatovj. 

fountains  of  law  and  honour,  let  the 
nation's  motto  be  yours  : 

Nc7no  me  iinpune  lacejjet. 

Remember  King  Davld^s  faying, 
which  is  very  ibug  to  the  purpofe, 
Pfalm  lx«  4.  He  hath  given  a  banner 
ujttQ  them  that  fear  him  ;  that  it  ma-^  he 
difplsi'jed  becaiift  of  the  truths  Selah. 

1  HAVEy  with  iinweared  pains, 
collecfted  the  materials  of  the  enfii- 
ing  hiftory,  from  original  authentic 
nianufcnpts,  and  hiftorians  of  un- 
qucflionable  veracity  ;  and  I  Immbly 
dedicate  it  to  you  the  Crafts  of 
EDINBURGH;  wifhing  profpe- 
ritytoYou  and  the  good  town, 
whofe  pillars  and  chief  corner-flones**^ 
you  have  always  proved.  May  the 
Pfahnill's  prayer  for  Zion  be  granted 
unto  her,  Peace  he  within  her  walls, 
A  2 
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and  pvofperifj  -within  her  palaces  :  May 
they  prof  per  that  love  her,  and  feek  her 
peace  contimially.  May  the  inimi- 
table poet^s  lines  become  a  fulfilled 
prophecy,  to  be  applied  to  our  So- 
vereign City  : 

Noiv^  like   n   ?n^iden   ^een,  J]?s  will 

hshold 
From   her    high    turrets  hourly   fiiitors 

come : 
The  Eaft  ivith  inccnjc,    and  the  \Veft 

with  gold, 
Will  Jl and  like  fiipplients  to  receive  her 

doom, 
Ihefiher  Forth,  her  own  domejiic  flood. 
Shall  hear   her  vejjtlf,  like  a  fiueepin^ 

train, 
\Arid  often  wijh,  as  of  her  mlfrcfs  proud. 
With  longi'fjg  e)es  to  meet  her  face  again. 
7 he  veni'i  ous  merchant  who  defgn'dnwre 

far, 
^4nd  touches  on  our  hofr/itahle  fl:ore,    ^ 
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Ckaim^d  with  the  fpkndor  of  this  Nor'* 
thcrn  Star, 

Shall  here  unload  him^    and  depart  na 
more.. 

Drtd.  Ann.  Mirr. 

That  this  may  happen,  and  your 
In  CORPORATIONS  may  flonrifh  with 
bleffings  of  the  Upper  and  the  Nether 
Springs,  is  the  earriefl;  prayer  of, 

Worthy  Fellow-Citizens, 

Your  devoted  humble  fervanr, 

Edinburgh,     "T 
/fugujl  1,  I J 22'^- 

Alexander  Pennecuis* 
A  3 
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Copy  of  an  Epijlk  from  tivo   Crafts- 
men //:  Edinburgh  to  the   Author. 

•^  S  I  R, 

**  /^^  I  N  C  E  you  have  put  an  high 
**  j^^  rtfpcift  upoa  us,  to  comniu- 
«'  nicatein  uianuicript  your  hiftori- 
**  cal  account  of  the  Bfed'B/^/z-^^r,  and 
**  to  afk  our  advice  about  its  publica- 
<*  tion  ;  having  carefully  and  with 
**  pleafure  perufed  it,  we  return  you 
^<  our  fincere  thanks  for  your  elabo- 
**  rate  enquiry  into  the  concealed 
<*  honours  of  the  trades:  But  being 
**  diffident  of  our  fufficiency  to 
^'  judge  of  an  hiftorian,  wc  laid  it 
**  before  the  ableft  of  our  brethren, 
*^  who  carneftly  follicitc  you    may 


**  fend  it  abroacU  You  have  troden 
**  in  unbeaten  paths,  the  fubjeft  hav- 
**  ing  been  over-looked  by  all  Scottifli 
*^  hiftorians.  As  we  queftion  not 
**  but  you  will  oblige  the  world  by 
*'  publifliing  the  honours  of  the 
**  Blanket,  fo  aifure  yourfelf  of 
**  a  tribute  of  praife  from  all  Crafts^ 
<*  mcn^  efpecially  from, 

"SI  R, 

«^  Your  humble  fervants, 

G.    H. 

Edinburgh, 
lik  September i  lyzz. 


General  Preface. 

Touching  Craftsmen,  and  the  Ho- 
norary Offices  they  have  enjoyed 
hi  Church  and  State. 

WHEN  the  Omnipotent  Archite£l  had 
built  the  glorious  fabrick  of  this  world  ; 
upon  a  review  of  his  works,  he  pronounced,  they 
were  all  very  good,  and  refted  from  his  labours  : 
The  Almighty  could  have  fpoke  the  world  into 
being  in  a  moment ;  but  out  of  the  depth  of  in- 
finite wifdom,  fpent  fix  days  in  its  creation,  chat 
man  might  learn  ftill  to  be  ufefully  emplcyed, 
copying  after  the  example  of  his  Lord  and  Law- 
giver. Though  his  deputy  Adam  was  the  firft 
and  greatcft  of  monarchs,  whofe  dominions  ex- 
tended from  pole  to  polt:,  in  a  ilate  of  innocence, 
before  fin  had  bladed  the  beauty  of  Eden,  and  na- 
ture fpontaneoufly  yielded  her  fruits  ;  yet  was  he 
not  to  eat  the  bread    of  idlenefs,  having  his  talk 
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daily  affigned  him,  as  is  inimitably  expreflfed  by  the 
matchlefs  Milton,  in  his  beautiful  defcripion  of 
Adam  awaking  his  charming  Eve. 

Aiuaksy  the  morning  pnne Si  and  the  frejh  field 
Calls  lis  ;   lue  h/e  ihe  prime,  to  mark  h$w  fpring 
Our  tended  plants^  h'>w  bbwi  ihe  Citron  groves  .* 
What  drops  the  myrrh,  and  what  the  balmy  reed. 
How  nature  paints  her  colours^  how  the  bee 
Sits  on  the  bloomy  extra^ing  liquid fweetj. 

His  eldeft  fon,  by  right  of  primogeniture,  fiar 
of  a  fair  inheritance,  was  educate  a  pluwman,  and 
his  brother  a  grazier.  The  fall  of  man  introduced- 
thofe  liberal  fciences,  divinity,  law  and  phyfickj 
but  though  we  had  continued  pure,  as  when  we 
dropt  from  the  fingers  of  our  Maker,  mechanic 
arts  had  been  neceffary.  In  the  infancy  of  the 
world,  before  the  wrangling  of  lawyers,  the  fo- 
phiftry  cf  pbilofophers,  and  turbulent  fa£lions  of 
divines  had  debauched  mankind,  artifts  were  in 
the  highcd  repute.  Adah  bare  Jabal,  the  father 
of  all  fuch  as  dwell  in  tents,  and  his  brother's 
rame  was  Jubal,  the  father  of  all  fuch  as  handle 
the  harp  and  organ,  Gen,  iv.  20.  and  verfe  22. 
Tubal  Cain  was  an  inftru<Sler  of  every  artificer  in 
brafs  and  iron. 

Ir  is    much    to  the  honour  of  Craftfmen,  that 
holy  Jofeph,  hufband  to  the  bleffed  Virgin  Mary, 
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mother  of  the  Son  of  GOD,  was  a  carpenter, 
though  it  leflened  our  Lord's  cfteem  amongft  the 
populace,  who  tauntingly  cried  (Maith.  xiii.  35.) 
Is  not  this  the  carpenter'* s  fon  ?  And  if  we  credit 
the  earlieft  ecclefiaftic  hiftorians,  the  glorious 
Ptedeemer  of  mankind,  before  his  public  entrance 
upon  the  minifterial  office,  laboured  with  hig 
hands  in  the  (hop  :  Though  he  called  St.  Matth, 
from  the  cuftoms,  to  evidence  the  extent  and 
conquering  power  of  his  grace  ;  yet  the  moft  of 
his  apoftles  and  difciples,  who  fpread  the  everhft- 
ing  gofpel,  and  fupplanted  the  government  of  Sa- 
tan, purchafed  food  with  the  fvveat  of  their 
brows. 

God  feems  to  have  put  a  diflinguifhing  honour 
upon  tradefmen,  that  in  all  ages,  men  of  the 
greateft  learning,  and  the  noblefl  heroes,  have 
fprung  from  their  loins;  Porus,  monarch  of  the 
Indies,  was  the  fon  of  a  barber,  ^nd  wrought 
himfeif  as  a  tinker.  Braydillus,  prince  of  the 
'Sclavonians,  fon  of  a  collier*  Artagorus,  Gover- 
nor of  the  Cyconians,  fon  of  a  cook.  Agathocles, 
King  of  Sicily,  fon  of  a  potter.  The  good  Arch- 
bifliop  Villagefius,  fon  of  a  carter  ;  for  which 
reafon  he  took, wheels  for  his  armorial-bearing. 
Cardinal  Woolfey,  Chancellor  of  England,  was 
begot  by  a  butcher.  One  of  the  greateft  ftatef- 
men  of  any  age,  Cardinal  Julius  Alberoni,  by  a  gar- 
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dener :     And  our  famous  countryman   Mr.  Law, 
by  a  goldfmith  of  Edinburgh. 

As  the  feed  of  mechanics  have  rifen  to  the 
bigheft:  dignities,  fo  mechanics  themfelves  have 
fwayed  fceptres,  proven  the  braveft  generals,  the 
wifeft  ftatefmen,  and  the  greatefl:  monarchs  -,  tho* 
the  unthinking  mafs  of  mankind  may  defplfe  a 
perfon  for  low  birth  •  The  firft  circumftance  of 
life  ought  to  have  no  influence  in  our  judgment 
of  a  great  man  ;  becaufe  we  cannot  pretend  to  be 
thechildrenof  whom  wepleafe;  and  that  a  man  may 
owe  his  birth  to  a  prince,  whofe  natural  temper 
and  inclinations  difcover  more  meannefs  of  birth 
than  if  he  were  the  fon  of  a  weaver  :  whereas  no- 
thing is  more  glorious  than,  when  notwithftand- 
ing  of  the  defeO:  of  education,  a  man  knows  how- 
to  redify  and  elevate  the  inclinations  which  an 
obfcure  birth  naturally  inclines  to  be  fervile. 

QufNTUs  CiNCiNNATUs,  wheu  Called  to  the 
Government  of  Rome,  was  found  hard  at  Plow; 
being  fainted  by  the  name  of  Didator,  inverted 
wttb  purplcv  honoured  with  the  faces,  and  other 
cnligns  of  magiflracy,  was  defired  to  take  jour- 
ney;  after  a  little  paufe,  he  anfwered  with  tears 
in  his  eyes,  Then,  for  this  year^  my  poor  farm 
mult  be  unfoiun^  Taking  leave  of  his  family,  he 
performed  his  office  wiih  that  prudence  and  juftice, 
that  he  proved  the  admiraiion  of  the  world  :  And 
having  finifhed  his   diwlatorfliip,  returned   again 


A  General  Preface*  v 

to  his  plow,  Arfaces,  from  being  a  private  me- 
chanic, was  called  to  found  the  Parthian  empire  : 
and  fuch  an  one  was  Tamberlane,  the  vanquiHier 
of  Afia.  Peter  du  Brofle  Cbirurgeon,  was  high 
chamberlain  of  France,  and  fecretary  to  King 
Philip  III.  MalTianello,  a  Neapolitan  fiflierman, 
raifed  an  army  of  50000,  7th  of  July,  1647,  and 
trampled  on  the  governmf^nt  of  Naples,  till  they 
were  obliged  to  yield  to  the  demands  of  the  people 
groaning  under  the  burthen  of  e*orb''t2Tit  taxes. 
The  Anabaptifts  in  Munfter,  chufed  John  of  Ley- 
den»  a  taylor,  for  their  King,  A.  D.  /535.  Ze- 
woy  the  famous  bifhop  of  Conflanria,  was  a  wea- 
ver, who  lived  till  he  was  paft  an  hundred  years 
of  age  \  and  though  he  wa«  the  moft  eminent 
bifhop,  and  had  the  largeft  diocefe  in  that  coun- 
try, kept  a  weaver's  (hop,  and  wrought  himfelr 
•daily  at  the  loom  to  clothe  the  nalced.  When  the 
peafants  of  Upper  Auftria  rofc  up  againft  P. 
Maximilian,  Eleaor  of  Bavaria,  A.  D.  1627, 
their  army  confiiled  cf  60,000  •,  it  was  commanded 
by  Stephen  Tudiner,  a  hatter  •,  and  after  his  death 
by  Walmer,  a  (lioemakcr,  killed  by  Count  Papen- 
hcim.  And  I  cannot  omit  to  hint  at  the  beautiful 
ftory  of  Mr.  Edmond,  a  Baxter,  and  Ton  of  a 
baxter  in  Stirling,  who  fliewed  fuch  unparalleled 
valour  in  the  Swediili  wars,  under  the  command 
of  that  immortal  thunderbolt  of  war,  Guftavus 
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Adolphus,  that  he  beca-ne  a  general ;  his  fwim- 
ming  the  Danube  and,  ^y  an  artful  ftratagem» 
carrying  ofF  the  General  of  the  Innperialifts,  and 
other  marvellous  a£lions  of  his  life,  are  recorded 
in  the  chronicles  of  Sweden.  In  his  old  age  he 
returned  to  his  native  country,  Scotland,  and  built 
a  ftately  manfe  at  Stirling,  which  he  doned  to  the 
Church. 

Historians,  ancient  and  modern,  not  only 
record  the  martial  archievemenrs,  but  the  fingular 
fan6lity  of  mechanics,  not  to  mention  the  fuith  of 
a  flioemaker,  under  the  reign  of  a  King  of  Perfia, 
who  removed  a  mountain  by  a  holy  harangue, 
related  by  Paulus  Venetus  de  Rebus  Orientalibus, 
and  Naziarzen  Caufen,  in  his  holy  court,  as  fa- 
vouring toa  much  of  a  mor  kifh  fable;  nor  the 
known  ftory  of  Crifpianus,  who  fufFered  by  the 
cruelty  of  Maximilian.  The  Church  records  a 
noble  army  of  martys,  who  died  for  the  Proteftant 
faith  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  and  Mary,  So- 
vereigns o/  England. 

John  Mace,  furgeon 
Pvicha-d  Ferus,  goldfmith 
Mr.    Gilles,  cutler 

Robert  Hackets  Arthur  ") 

Thomas  Bond  ) 

John  Hart  l^ihoemakeis 

John  Curd  ) 

John  Hoys  j 


Wf^VCW^ 
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John  Cookfbury  1    ^^^^^^^3 

John  Hammond  3 

John  Bennet  ^ 

Andrew  Heuet  (   ♦^„t«r«. 

T  1.     \ir  r  taylors 

John  Warner  T        * 

\Villiani  Corberley       j 

George  Eagles,   minifter 

Wlliam  Picket  7   ^„^^^^^^ 

Thomas  Cob  3 

Stephen  Knight,  barber 

George  Tankerfield,  cook 

Thomas  Hudfon,   glover 

Thomas    Thomkins 

William  Bamford 

Nicolas  Chamberland 

John  Cavell 

John  Spence 

Richard  Nicolas 

John  Carelefs  J 

John  Leaf,  candlcmaker 

Nicolas  Hall  7  r 

T  ,      c  •  \    mafons 

John  Dpicers  3 

John  Tudfon  7    r    •  i. 

John  Went  \    '^^"•'' 

John  Clement  ~) 

Thomas  Avington        >    joiners 

Thomas  Harland  y 

Tliomas  Ravendell,  currier. 

San^itatis  radiisy  in  orbe  refuljit. 

Behold  the  mirtyrs  who  for  truth  have  d/dy 

Heaven's  glory  now ,  and  Britain^ s greateji  ^riJe, 
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No  Popijh  flames  to  ihem  a  period  give, 
Their  memoirs  eternally  pall  live, 

Wisf  Princes  and  States  have  always  had  me- 
chanics in  higheft  eftimation.  The  Grand  Seig- 
nior, though  one  of  the  greateft  Princes  in  Eu- 
rope, is  always  educate  in  fomc  handy  craft.  The 
Dutch,  and  the  Czar  of  INIufcovy,  by  encourag- 
in'^  Craftfrnen,  have  made  their  countries  fiourifti, 
and  ar6  become  the  terror  and  envy  of  their 
neighbours.  King  Charles  H.  was  an  excellent 
worker  in  ivory :  neither  the  affairs  of  date,  nor 
pleafures  of  his  court,  could  divert  him  from  his 
talk  at  the  Turner's  loom.  Lewis  the  XIV.  of 
Fjance,  was  fo  exquifitely  good  at  making  of 
watches,  that  he  was  equalled  by  few  in  his 
reign. 

What  refpe^l  the  Kings  of  Scotland  have 
put  upon  tradefmen,  the  following  hiftcry  of 
the  Blue  Blanlct,  or,  Craft  [mens  B  nncry  will 
declare.  They  have  had  the  happinefs  to  taile 
the  bounty  of  our  Princes  in  the  higheft  ho- 
nours :  For  this  order  of  the  Blanket,  origi- 
nally of  ecclefiaRlc  inllitution,  is  confirmed  by 
the  royal  ran6tion.  It  had  its  rife  about  the  1200 
year  of  God,  when  the  Croifade  was  carried  on 
by  Pope  Urban  the  Second;  and  fo  is  older  than 
any  of  the  orders  of  knighthood  in  Eui'ope,  favq 
that  of  St.  Andrew;  or   the  Thifile,  which   had 
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its  original  about  the  800,  when  the  King  of 
Scots  and  Pu^s  made  war  againft  Athelfton  King 
of  the  Weft  Saxons;  and  that  of  the  Star,  or 
blefled  Viigin,  which,  as  Selden,  in  his  titles  of 
honour,  remarks,  had  its  rife  in  the  year  1022  : 
for  that  order  of  St.  George,  or  the  Garter,  was 
not  inftitute  till  the  year  1345,  that  of  St.  Mi- 
chael, not  till  1448,  and  that  of  the  Golden 
Fleece  I429.  So  that  1  may  fay  the  words  of 
Do£lor  Helen  in  his  preface  to  his  Hillory  of  the 
Englilh  nobility,  Kings  have  fo  much  of  Cod  in 
them^  whole  deputies  they  are  on  earthy  as  many 
times y  where  they Jind  merit  and  de felt y  they  raife 
the  poor  out  of  the  dujly  that  they  may  fet  them 
with  Princes,  even  the  Princes  of  the  people^ 
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A    N 

HISTORICAL      ACCOUNT 

OF      T  H   K 

BLUE   BLANKET; 

O  R, 

CRAFTSMEN S  BANNER. 

CONTAINING 

The  fundamental  Principles  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Good  Town,  Powers, 
and  Prerogatives  of  the  Crafts  of 
Edinbrgji. 

TH  E  metropolitan  city  of  Scotland,  by 
fome  hiftorians,  (as  Buchanan  obfeives) 
either  through  ignorance  or  illwilJ,  caL 
led  Valla  Dolorofa,  the  Doleful  Valley ;  by  the 
Pi^Slidi  lecords,  Caftrum  Pueliaruiu,  the  Maidea 
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Caftle,  from  its  royal  and  impregnable  caflle, 
built  by  Cruthenus  Camelon,  King  of  the  Pi6ts, 
where  the  daughters  of  the  Pidifh  Kings  were 
kept  working  at  their  needles,  till  married  -,  whichj 
for  flrength,  and  command  of  piofpe6\,  may  chal- 
lenge precedency  of  the  bed  in  Britain.  Some  of 
the  ancient  Scotts  called  it  Caftrum  AUatum,  o- 
thers,  Dunedinum  ;  and  the  latter  Edinum,  which 
we  render  Edinburgh  :  it  is  fituated  on  the  de- 
clining of  an  hill,  from  whence  fhe  views  her 
tributary  river  Forth,  encompafled  about  with  fer- 
tile fields,  fpacious  paftures,  and  goodly  gardens, 
grown  by  degrees,  in  fuch  magnificence  of  build- 
ings, as  to  ftand  in  competition,  almoft,  with 
any  in  Europe  ;  and  jnftly  merits  the  encomium 
Dr.  Arthur  Johnfton  beftowed  upon  her : 

That  Edinburgh  may  view  th€  heavens  at  iviH, 
"Tis  bid' I  upon  a  lojty  rifing  hill. 
The  fields  and  rivers,  which  her  hand  m.iids  be. 
She  thence  views,  and  the  tributary  /ea  .- 
Jnd  vjhen  the  fun  dijplays  his  morning  Hghty 
The  palace  doth  prefent  itfelf  to  fight, 
Th^d  princely  dwelling  under  Arthur  Seat, 
Adorn' d  by  mofl  ingenius  art  of  iate  ; 
7owards  the  weft  the  glorious  caftle  (lands  ; 
Which  with  its  thunder  giveth  loud  commands. 
Each  cilizfh  hath  fuch  a  hovfe,  that  it 
May  Peers  of  great  ejl  quality  well  ft* 
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The  threats  of  foes  do  not  make  them  difmay^d^ 
Nor  need  they  be  by  their  ajjaults  afraid, 
Surey  /or  a  Kingly  city,  no?ie  can  ivijh 
A  feat  that's  more  convenient  than  this. 

It  is  not  only  beautiful,  but  ancient,  though 
the  time  when  it  was  founded  is  not  eafily  difco- 
vered.  The  magiihates  of  Edinburgh,  in  their 
congratulatory  harangue  to  King  James  the  VI.  of 
Scotland,  and  I.  of  England,  recorded  in  the 
Mufes  Welcome  to  that  Prince^  aiTert,  it  was  build- 
ed  by  Fergufius,  the  firft  builder  of  this  kingdom, 
three  hundred  and  thirty  years  before  the  Incarna- 
tion of  Chi  id. 

In  our  fierce  and  frequent  wars  with  the  PiiSts, 
Danes,  Romans  and  Engllfh,  this  city  was  {o  of- 
ten dcllroyed,  her  monuments  and  charters  loft, 
that  her  original  cannot  be  well  documented. 
The  firft  Charter  I  find  in  her  favours  is  granted 
by  King  Alexander  I.  firnamed  ^he  Good^  and  the 
fecond  by  his  fuccellbr  St.  David.  Ic  is  generally 
agreed  upon,  that  it  was  made  a  Burgh  Royal  by 
King  William  I.  in  whofe  reign  a  fervour  of  devo- 
tion, encouraged  by  Pope  Urban  II.  leized  the 
fpirits  of  the  princes  and  cavaliers  of  Europe,  un- 
der the  command  of  Godfrey  of  BuUoign,  to 
refcue  Paleftine,  and  tUe  dry  of  Jerufalem  out  of 
the  hands  of  Saiadine,  and  to  pluck  ihe  fepulchre 
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of  Jefus  from  the  polTcflion  oi  Infidels.  The  zea^ 
lous  Pontiff  was  afBided  that  the  Holy  Land,  the 
city  of  God,  the  inheritance  of  Jefus,  tliould  be 
fullied  by  Infidels,  Saracens  and  Turks  ;  who,  in 
fome  meafure,  might  be  faid  to  have  driven  our 
Lord  from  his  capital,  that  the  crofs,  the  glory 
and  ornament  of  crowned  heads,  fliould  be  tram- 
pled upon  by  the  vileli  of  Adam's  pofteiity. 
Therefore  he  inculcated  the  necefTity  of  taking 
arms,  and  united  all  the  powers  of  Chiflendom  j 
and  to  whet  their  courage,  promifed  to  ihofe  that 
would  join  in  this  holy  fervice,  a  plenary  indul- 
gence, that  is,  a  remiiFion  of  all  penances  impof- 
ed  by  confcfTors, 

Vast*  numbers  of  Scots  mechanics  having  fol- 
lowed this  holy  war,  taking  with  them  a  Banner* 
bearing  this  infcription  out  of  the  li.Pfalm,  In  bona 
vo  untate  tud  edijicenter  mur'i  Jeriifalem.  Upon 
their  returning  home,  and  glorying  that  they  were 
amongfl  the  fortunate  who  placed  the  Chriftian 
flandard  of  the  crofs  in  the  place  that  Jefus  Chrift 
had  confccrated  with  his  blood,  they  dedicated 
this  Banner^  which  they  ftiled  The  Banner  of  the 
Holy  Ghofty  to  St.  Eloi's  altar  in  St.  Giles's  church 
in  Edinburgh  ;  which,  from  its  colour,  was  called 
The  Blue  Blanket, 

Though  none  of  our  hiflorians  mention  the 
original    inflituiion  of  the    Bue  Blanket^  nor  is 
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there  any  vouchers  for  it,  faving  old  imperfe£k 
manufcrlpts;  yet,  it  is  highly  probable,  it  had  its 
rife  from  the  Croifade,  or  Holy  War  :  for  Mon- 
fieur  Cheverau  io  his  Hiftory  of  the  World,  tells 
us  that  Scotland  was  engaged  in  that  war,  and 
fold  or  mortgaged  theii  cftatesfor  that  expedition  ; 
and  that  (he  was  amongH  the  forward  nations  in 
it.  Pere  Maimbourg,  Hirtoir  des  Croifades,  in- 
forms us,  that  the  knights  of  St.  Lazarus,  an  or- 
der of  men  educate  to  the  holy  war,  were  nume- 
rous every  where,  but  efpecially  in  Scotland  and 
France  ;  as  appears  by  the  charters  and  grants  of 
princes  in  their  favours  ;  and  the  diftinctive  crof- 
fes  they  wore,  evince,  that  the  Scots  were  as 
forward,  gallant,  and  zealous  in  the  fervice,  as 
any  of  their  neighbours. 

Our  hiflories  bear,  that  a  great  many  of  the 
Scots  went  to  that  war,  under  the  comifnand  of 
Allan,  Lord  great  Steward  of  Scotlan.l ;  and  they, 
with  their  confederates,  got  pofUiTion  of  Jerufa- 
lem  in  1099. 

When  Saladine  prevailed  againft  the  Chrif- 
tlan  arms,  William,  King  of  Scotland,  afTifted 
the  war  with  money,  and  fent  fupplies  of  men  to 
the  meritorious  action,  under  ihc  command  of 
David  his  brother,  and  that  five  thoufand  Scots 
had  their  fliarc  in  the   Mallheurs  and  fucceffes  of 
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that  unfortunate  enterprize.  And  If  we  may  be- 
lieve Boethius  in  Vita  Gull,  the  renowned  city 
Ptolemals  was  taken  by  the  good  condudl  of  Earl 
David,  brother  to  the  King  of  Scots,  Anno  lopi^ 
and  that  the  Chriftian  intelligencer  was  one  Oli- 
ver, a  Scotfman. 

This  Blue  Blaiikety  whofc  original  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  difcover,  was,  in  the  dark  times  of 
Popery,  held  in  fuch  religious  veneration,  that 
whenever  mechanics  were  artfully  wrought  upon 
by  the  clergy,  to  difplay  their  holy  colours,  it 
ferved  for  many  ufes,  and  they  never  failed  of 
fuccefs  in  their  attempts ;  which  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  :  For  as  the  learned  and  judicious 
Doiftor  Abercrombyobfervcs  in  the  Life  of  St.  Da- 
vid, King  of  Scotland,  fpeaking  of  the  battle  of 
the  Standard,  *  So  good  a  ufe  have  churchmen  in 

•  all  ages  known  to  make  of  religious  pageantries, 

•  and  fo  much  have  the  vulgar  been  milled  into  the 

•  belief  of  heavenly  protedlion,  by  the  Legerde- 
«  main  tricks  of  fpiritual  guides,  who,  while  they 
«  have  no  other  view  but   to    gratify  their  private 

•  pafTions,  mufter  the  deluded  people  into  rebel- 
'  lion. 

Having  thus  accounted  for  the  original  of  the 
order  of  the  Blue  Blinkety  I  may  fairly  infer,  that 
it  is  as  ancient,  and   more   honcurable  than   the 
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Englifli  order  of  the  Garter,  the  Inllicatlon  where- 
of, fomc  afcribe  to  z  garter  falling  occafionally 
from  the  Countefs  of  Sallfboiy  ;  though  others 
afTiim,  the  Garter  was  given  in  tc'riuiony  of  that 
bond  of  love  whereof  tlie  knights  and  fellows  of 
it  were  to  be  tied  to  one  another,  and  all  of  them 
to  the  King.  And  others  make  it  Oil!  more  an- 
cient, giving  it  ths  fame  origin-^l  with  the  Blue 
Blanket,  relating,  that  when  Kinp  Richard  I. 
of  England  was  at  war  againft-the  Turks  and  Sa- 
racens in  the  Holy  L^nd,  the  tedioufnefs  whereof 
began  to  difcourage  his  foldiers,  h^,  to  quicken 
their  courage,  tied  about  the  legs  of  feveVal  choice 
knights  a  garter,  or  fmail  thong  of  leather,  the 
only  (luff  he  had  at  hand,  that  as  the  Romans 
ufed  to  beftow  crowns  and  garlands  for  encourage- 
ment, fo  this  might  provoke  them  -to  ftand  toge- 
ther, and  fight  valiantly  for  their  king. 

The  Crafts  of  Edinburgh,  having  this  order 
of  the  Blanket  to  glory  in,  may  juftly  take  w^^on 
them  the  title  of  Knights  of  the  B'ankei,  or,  Che^ 
valiers  of  arms:  For,  25  the  learned  Skene.  De 
Verborum  Significaticjie^  in  his  title,  Eanrcvts 
obferves,  that  Ban  rents  are  called  CheviUiers  vf 
Jrmsy  ov  Ktii?htSi  who,  obtaining  great  honours . 
and  digniti'"^',  have  power  and  privileges  granted 
to  them  by  the  King,  to  raife  and  lift  up  a  banner, 
C 
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with  a  company  of  men  of  weir,  either  horfe  or 
foot ;  which  rnnnot  be  done  by  any  fave  baronets, 
without  the  King's  fppcial  licence,  as  Pafquiers, 
lib.  2.  LLsfrecherchcres  de  la  FrrncSy  ch.  9.  fol.  100. 
by  fiindry  arguments  proves,  and  Dr.  Smith,  in 
his  Treatife  of  the  Commonwealth  of  England, 
lib.  I.  chap.  17.  informs  us,  that  Knights  Ban- 
rents  aie  allowed  to  difplay  their  arms  on  a  ban- 
ner in  the  King's  hoft. 

As  the  Knights  of  St.  George  have  their  meet- 
ing at  Windfor  caftle,  and  thefe  of  the  ThiOle  in 
the  royal  palace  of  Kolyrood-houfe,  fothe  Knights 
of  the  Blarrkct  have  theirs  at  St.  Eloi,  who  was  a 
French  bifhop  and  their  guaidian,  his  altar,  to 
which  they  moTtlfy  confiderable  fums  for  the  main- 
tenance of  a  chaplain,  and  reparation  of  the  orna- 
ments of  the  chape!  ;  as  appears  from  the  Craftf- 
niens  feal  cf  caufe,  the  tenor  of  which  runs  thus : 


SiiAL   of   Cause   for  the  HannT.ermen 
of  Edinburgh, 

'TILL    all   and    fyndry    quham    it   efiiers, 
*  quhais  knawledge  thirpiefent  letters  fivall  to  cum, 

<  Andrew  Bartrem  Provoft  of  Edinburgh,  George 

<  Edwardfon,     John    cf      Livington,     Alexander 
'  Crawford,    James     Aiknr-.an,    and   John   Biflet, 
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*  baillzlets  ot  the   faid  burgh,  greeting ;  for   fae 

*  meikle  as,    the  hedifmen  and   maifters   of  the 

<  hamerman,  and  maifters  of  tha    hammerman-  1 

*  craft,  biith  bUckfmythes,  goM-fmythes,  lori- I 

*  meis,  fadlars,  cuilars,  bucklar-makers,  armour- . 
'  ars,  peudrars,   and    all   luhers    within   the   faid  j 

*  burgh,  has  humyly  menyt  and  fiiawin,  baith  to- 

*  our  Soveraine  Lord  the   King,  and    to  us,  the 

<  the  great  (kaith,  lak  and  dangire  done  to  th?.im, 

*  and   the  great  dampnage,    hurt   and    prejudife 

<  done  to  our  Soveraine  Lord's  realme  and  lieges 

*  in    thir    points    that  efter    folows,    throw    the 

*  quhilks  the  faids  Craftfmen  are  heryit  and  put  to 
'  povertie,  befekand  our  Lord's   gu4   grace,  and 

*  us  in    his  name>  of  remed    and   reformacioune 

*  thairof,  and  to  Ictt  fie  flatuts  and  ways   thairup- 

*  on  that  the  faids  dampnages,  lak  and  dangirs  may 

<  be  ifcewit,  and  the  faid  craft  of  hamyrmen  ex- 

<  ercit  in  time  cumying,  to  the  honour  of  our 
«  Soverane  Lord  and  his  realme,  and  to  the  wele 

<  and  profit  of  the  iaids  Craftifmen,  and  all  uthers 
«  his  lieges;   that    is  to  fay  in    the  nrft,  that    the 

*  faid  Craft  is  abufit,  and  the  maifters  and  hedif- 
'  men  theirof  gretly  fl;aithit  by  the  daily  markat 

*  maid  in  Cremys,  and  be  vile  perfons  throw  the 
«  hie  ftreet,  and  on  the  bak  half  of  the  town,  in 
«  br.chlying  of  the  hammyrmenis   work   and  thair 

*  CKifi  in  lak  and  difhonouring  of  cur  faid  burgh^ 

B  2 
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«  and  In  breking  of  the  gud  rule,  lovable  and  old 
'  ftatuts,  maid  diverfe  tymes  tbairupon  of  before  : 
'  We  herefor  underftandiiig  the  reafonable  fuppli- 

*  cacioune,  and  jud:  petitioune  of  the    faid  Ctaf- 

*  tifmen>  defyring  to  fett  lemed,  and  doe  juftice 
'  tbairuntilj,  to  the  honour  of  the  faid  burgh^,  and 
*_  commone  wele  of  the  faid  Craftifraea  and  this 
'  hale  re&lme,  has,  according  to  our  Soverane 
'  Lord  writinis  and  charges  gevan  to    us  thairup- 

<  on,  the  common  profit   byng   always  confiderit, 

*  flatut,  devift  and  ordain,  and  be  chir  our  prefent 

*  letters  ftatuls,  devifis  and  ordainis,  that  in  time 

*  cumyng,  thair  be  na  opyn  market  maid,  or  ufit 

*  be  qubatfumevir  perfonis,  of  any  wark  perteny- 

<  ing  to  the  faid   hammyrmen    of  thair  craft,  in 

*  fchewing  theirof  in  hands  upone  the  hie  dreeit, 

*  nor  in  the  Cremys,  nay  in  Burds,  »or  utherways 

*  'W'ithin    the  faid  burgh,  nor  in  tbir  buthis,  ex- 

<  cept  alanarly  the   markat  day.     Itcm^  That   na 

*  peifonis  of  the  hammyrman  craft  fett  up  buth 
'  to  wyrk  within  the  faid  burgh  quhill  he  be  maid 

*  an  freeman  tbairof,  and  be  examinit  be  thrie  of 

<  the   bed   maiUcis  of  the  faid  craft,  gif  he    be 

*  fuificient,  and  wyikand  goood  and   fovir  wark, 

*  fync  tlu€',  and  habill  to  ferve  our  Soverane  Lord 

<  and  his  lieges,  and  then  to   be   admlttit   to    fett 

*  up  buth,  he  payant  therefor  to  the  faid  uphald 
«  of  divyne  fo  be  done  at  St.  Eloi's  altar,   and  re- 

*  paraciounc   of    the   ornaments   thaiiof   louriey 
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*  fnilllngs.     hem,    That   every   Craftifman     that 

*  taks  ane  prentifo  to  tech  him  the  faid  craft  with* 

*  in  the  faid  burgh,  fal  pay  for  his  entry  to  the  up* 

*  hald  of  the  faid  altar,   and  the  ornaments   thair* 

*  of,  t'A'enty   Hiiliings.       Item.    That   non  of  the 

*  faids  craftifmen  tcik  any  uther  fcit  man  to  wyrk 

<  on  the  faid  crafr  quhill  his   prentifchip  be  fulfil- 
'  lit    2nd  cornpletit   under   the   pain  of    twenety 

*  fiiillings,  hem,   that  nane-  of  the   faids    Craftif- 

<  men  reiTave  nor  lat  vvark  within   his  buthe  ony 

<  man,  without  he  be  uther    his  prentife    or    feit 

*  fei;vand,  fa  that  the  rnaifler  of  the  buthe  fal  an- 

*  fxllcr  for  his  wark   and  fynenes  thairof.     hem, 

*  That  nane  ot  the  faid  craUilinen  refett,  tak,  nor 

*  fee  an  uther  maais  prentis  or  fervand,  nor  give 

*  him  wark,    without   it   be  clearly   underftaund 

*  that  he   be   free  of  uiher  menis   fervis.     hem^ 
'   Upon  ilk  Satirday  afternoon,  that   twa  or  thrie 

*  ct'  the  worthyeft    maifters   and    of  maid  knaw- 

*  lage  of  the  faid  craft,  chofine  thairto  be  the  haiil 

*  faliowlliip,  pafs   with    thair  officiar,   and   ferch 
'  and  fe  all  menys  wark  in  the  faid  craft,  gif  it  be 

<  fufiicient    in   (luff  and   warkmanfnip,  gud    and 

*  hablll  wark  to  ferve   our  Soverane  Lord's  lieges 

*  v/ith  :  And   quahair  ic    beis  fundyn    fallive,  to 

*  forbid  the  famyne,  under  the  pain  cf  efcheating 

*  thairof  als  aft  as  he  beis  fundyne  faltive.     hem^ 

*  That  ail  thir  craftifmen  above  wr'iten  fai  convene 

*  tyme  and  place  to  be  thocbt  expedyent  als  ^f?  as 
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*  tbay  plaife,  to  common    upon   the  breaking  of 

*  thir  flatuts   above  exprenriit,  and    to   certifie  the 

*  prouoft  and  ballzies  thairof  that    fal  be  for   the 

*  tyme,  that  reformacioune  and  punlcion   maybe 

*  done   thaifupon   as    effiers.       Itemy  That  every 

*  man  breker  of  thir   forwrittine    (tatuts,   pay   for 

*  ilk  ane  of  thaim  als  aft  as  thay  happen  to  be  bro- " 

*  kin  in  his  def.ilt,  aught  (hillings  to  be  taken  but 
'  favore,  to  the  reparacioune  of  tl;e  faid  altar 
'  and  ornamentis  thairof,  and  that  ail  men  of  the 

*  faid  CI  aft  doe  and  fulfil  her  aid  ufand  confuetud 
'  in  all  thyngs  to  the  uphald  of  divyne  fcrvace  at 
'  the  faid  altar  oukly  and  dayly,  and  ane  honour* 

*  s^biil  chaplin    thairof  to   thair   craft   as  effiers  ; 

*  and  ^if  the  maifters  and  hedifmen  of  the  faid 
«  craft  dois.  nocht  thair  dllligence,  to  caufe  ail 
'  thir  ftatuts    above    vrrittins   to    be  obfcrvit  and 

*  kepit,  ans  fairs  thiirof  to  be  ferchit  and  punyfht, 

<  that  thay  fall  be  corre6i  and  punyflit  thairfor 
«  be  the  prove fi:  and  baillaies,  as  fail  befenecon- 

*  fonaat  to  reafone.     And  this  to  all  quham  it  ef* 

*  Tiers,  or  may  effier,  we  mak  knawn  faytfciilie  be 

*  thir  our  prefent  lettirs,   and   in  witneffing  tbair- 

*  of  we  have,    at  the  command    of  our  Severane 

*  Lord,   and  dcfyre  and  requeft  of  the  fayds  Craf- 

<  tifmen,   maid  onr  common    (izlc  of  caufe  to   be 

*  hyngin  to  thir  prefects,  at   Edinburgh  the  12th 

<  d.i7  of  i^pril,  the  zier  of  God  a  thoufanU   and 

*  iQ{\%  hundred  ninety  and  (Ix  zlers* 
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Ratification    in    Favours    of    the 
Hammermen  of  Edinburgh. 

•ATT  Edinburgh  the  fixt  day  of  September 

*  1 68 1  years,  our    Suveraign   Lord,  wiih    advice 

*  and  confeut  of  his  eftats  of  parliament  prefent- 

*  ly  conveened  by  nis  Majefties  ipeciali  authoruy, 

*  hes  ratifyed  and    approvcn,  ana   hereby    ratifies 

*  and  approves  the  haill  rights,  privileges,  immu- 

*  nities  and  caufuahies,  granted  to,  and  in  favores 

*  of  the   deacon,    boxmaa^rs,    maiteis,    p«itiOns, 

*  and  remanent  members  of  the  Magdalarie  cha- 
^"ple,  confiding  of  fmiths,  cutlers,  uidlers,  lori- 

*  mers,    armorer^,  peuthereis,  fuear-lmiihs,  and 
'  all  others  incorporat,  or    to  be  incorporate  with 

*  them,    by   our    Soveraigne    Lard,    or     any    on 

*  other  of  his  Majeflies  roy..ll  predeceirors,  or  by 

*  the  provod,  baillit":,   and   Tcua  Council  of  the 

*  faid   burgh    of  Edinburgh,  and   mortiiiecaiioas 
'  granted  to  thc:m,  by  whatfomever  perfon  or  per- 

*  fons,  of  whatfomever  date,  tenor,  or   content9 
<   the    famin  be    of,  and    bear;  and    particularly, 

*  but  prejudice  of  the    faid  generality,  an    feal  of 

*  caufe   granted  to   them    by  the    magiilrais    and 

*  common  Council   of  the   faid    buigh    of  Ediii. 

*  burgh,  upon    the    twelvth  day  of  April,   Kip^j 

*  as  {he  famIn  in   itfejf  more   fully  bears,  in   the 

*  iiaiil  Ireads,  claufe^^  and  anlcks   therein   con. 
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*  tain-d,  auer  the  form  and  tenor  thereof,  in    all 
c  poiiitj,  and  wills,  and  grants,  and   for  his  Ma- 

*  jefly,  and  his  Higlinefs    fucccfijis,  with    advice 

*  and  confent  forefaid,  decerns,  declares,  and  or- 
<  dains  this  prefent  general  confirmation   to  be  als 

*  fufficient,  valid  and  eiT^clual  in  all  refpecls,  as  if 

*  the   faids   haill    lights,  grants    ani    privileges; 

*  and  particularly  but  prejudice  of  the  forefaid  ge* 

*  nerality,  the  feall  of  caufe,  and   gifts  of  moni. 

*  fication  above  mentioned,  were  de  verba  hi  ver- 

*  hum  herein  exprefsly  fett    doiin,    ingroifed    and 

*  repeated.     Likeas,  his  Majclly,  with  advice  and 

*  confent  forfaid,  hes  ratlfyed^  and  hereby  ratifies, 

*  approves,  and  confirms  to  the  laid  incorporation 

*  of  liammcrmen,  all  and  fundry  their  rights  and 
'  privileges,  whereof  they  have    been    in  ufe  and 

*  poffcffion  J  and    particularly,  of  feunig  and  ap- 

*  prehending  of  all  and  whatfomever  work  beiong- 
'  ing  to,  or  that  can  be  mide,  furnifhed  and  com- 

*  pleated  by  them,  that  fliali  happen  to  be  import- 

*  ed  within  the   faid  burgh,  anytime    hcreauer, 

*  (except  upon  the  mercat  day)  and  there  efcheat- 
^  and  confifcating  the  one  half  thereof  to  his  Ma- 

*  jefries  ufe,  and  the  oth^r  half  of  the  famen  to  the 

*  wit  of  the  poor  of  the  faid  incorporation.     And 

*  further,  c'ilcharges  and  inhibits   all,  and   what- 
<  fomever  work  belonging  to,  or    can   be    made, 

furnifhed    and   compleated  by  them,  to  be  in- 
[  brought;  fold,  vented  c:  retailed  within  the  faid 
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*  burgh,  by  any  perfon  or  perfons,  except  within 

*  the   boothes    and  (hops  of  the   fieemen  of  the 

<  faid  Incorporation,  but  what  fhall  happen    to  be 

*  Inbrought  on  the  mercat  day,  and  vented,  fold, 

<  and  ratiled  on  the  mercat  day,  at   the  ordinary 

*  mercat  place,  between  ten  hours  in  the  morning 

*  and  two   in    the  afternoon,  and  that  under   the 

*  pain  of  confifcation  thereof  to  the  ufes  forefaid: 

*  Extracted  forth  of  the  records   of  Parliament, 

*  by  me  Sir  Tho*    Murray  of  Glendolck,  Knight 

*  and  Baronet,  clerk  to  his  Majefty's  council,  re- 
'  gifter  and  rols. 

«  Tho.  Murray,  Clerk  Regifier.' 

Thr  trades  being  thus  confirmed  in  their  pri- 
vileges by  the  royal  fan£lion,  gave  fuch  extraordi- 
nary proofs  of  loyalty,  that  they  eflablifl^ed  them- 
f<ilves  in  the  grace  and  favour  of  their  Princes  ; 
and  their  loyal  actions  1  fliall  trace,  beginning 
with   the  reign  of 

King  Robert   Bkuce. 

For  many  eminent  fervlces  performed  by  ihe 
crafts,  and  other  citizens  of  Edinburgh,  contain- 
ed in  an  charter  granted  t^y  the  faid  King  Robert, 
dated  at  Cardrofs,  in  the  24th  year  of  his  reign  ; 
He  difpones  to  the  Provofl,  baillies,  council,  and 
communiiiesof  the  faid  burgh^  and    their  fuccef- 
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fors,  the  haven  of  Leith,  mills,  and  other  perti- 
nents th;ireof,  to  be  hoiden  of  his  Muje  ly,  and 
fuccefTjrs,  als  freely,  and  with  the  fame  liberties 
and  commodities,  as  the  fame  were  enjoyed  in  the 
time  of  King  Alexander  his  predcceflbr,  of  hap- 
py memory,  for  payment  of  52  merks.  Nor  was 
Edinbargh,  by  her  loyal  deporiment,  lefs  in  fa- 
vour with  his  fucceffor, 

King  Robert  the   IL 

In  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  Edinburgh-,  to 
fpeak  properly,  was  not  the  capital  city  of  Scot- 
Mnd,  being  only  a  fmall  burgh  (which  made  Wal- 
finghame,  and  other  hiftorians  of  ihefe  times, 
call  it  a  village)  the  houfes  of  which,  becaufe  they 
were  fo  often  expofed  to  incur fions  from  England, 
being  thatched,  for  the  mod  part,  with  ilraw  and 
turf;  and  then  burnt,  or  demolifhed,  were  with 
no  great  difficulty  repaired  :  for  in  ancient  times, 
the  Highlands  was  propetly  the  Scot3  Kings  terri- 
tories, liil  the  Pi£ls  were  expelled,  who  had  Edin- 
burgh, and  the  Lothians  in  poflcilion,  in  the  reign 
of  King  Kenneth  IL  Anno  839  •  But  the  loyalty 
of  the  citizens,  impregnable  ftrength  of  the  caftle, 
and  the  convcniency  of  the  abbey  of  Holyrood- 
houfe,  in  the  royal  chapel  whereof  his  corpfe  is 
interred,  in  viced  the  King  to  d-.vcll,  and  hold  hia 
parliame. It  there.     Eiom  ihi^  proceeded   a   great 
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concourfe  of  pccplcj  vho  were  of  courfc  obliged 
to  refort  to  it,  and  occaHoned  thefe  magnificent, 
but  too  coftjy  {hu(flures,  with  which  it  is  fmce 
crowded.  But  the  loyalty  of  this  ciry  of  Edin- 
burgh, was  more  remarkable  In  the  reign  of 

King  James   III. 

who  havinjT  ofFendcd  his  nobles,  for  advancing 
Robert  Cochran,  a  mafon,to  the  dignity  of  ft^cre- 
tary  of  State,  and  creating  him  Earl  of  Mar, 
James  Hommel,  a  taylor,  and  one  Leonard,  a 
fmith,  to  extraordinary  favour,  and  places  of 
trufl,  fo  incenfed  the  ancient  Peerage,  for  cncblin;:; 
thefe  mufluooms,  fprung  from  the  dreg  of  the 
people,  quarrelling  the  King's  arbitrary  power,  in 
dirpenfirg  thefe  honours,  and  maiflialling  thofe 
perfons  whom  he  had  advanced  to  thefe  high  dig- 
nities, that  in  an  impetus  of  p^fTion,  they  hanged 
Cochran  Earl  of  Mar  over  the  bric'ge  of  Lauder, 
and  raifed  fuch  violent  emotions  in  the  ftate,  that 
his  Majefty,  for  fccurity  of  his  royal  perfon,  was 
forced  to  fheltei  hirnfclf  in  Edinburgh  caflle. 
During  his  confinement  there,  the  Englii^i,  with 
whom  he  was  at  war,  havir  g  marched  to  Edin- 
burgh ;  and  there  being  a  treaty  btcwixt  the  »Scots 
and  them,  of  the  2d  Auguli  1482  ;  the  next  day 
after  this  cefilition,  Alexander,  Duke  of  Albany, 
the    icing's    brcthtr,   iirpcrtune'd   by   the  prayers 
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and  tears  of  the   Q^ueen,  for  the  King's   liberty, 
by  the  affiftance  of  William    Bartrem,  provoft  of 
Edinburgh  *,  and  with  him  the  whole   communi- 
nity,  and    incorporations   of    Craftfmen,  intirely 
loving   their   Kiag,  and   devoted    to   his   fervice, 
loyally,  and  ^eneroufly  obliged  themfelves   to   re- 
pay to  the  King  the  fums   of  money  deburfed    by 
him  in  view  of  the  marriage  betwixt   the  Duke  of 
Rothfay  and  his  daughter    the  Lady  Cecil :   or,  if 
the  King  did  yet  incHne  that  the   marriage  (hould 
be  comn]p3fpd,  thev  undertoolr  for  their  Sover(5ign 
Lord  the  King  of  Scotland    that  he  fliould  concur, 
conform  ^o  h?'^  former  obligation,  providing  that 
their    faid   Sovereign    Lord,    or    the  Lords  of  his 
council,   or   the  faid'^  provr.fi:  and    burghers   were 
informed  of  the  King   o^  Enpland's    pleafure  and 
election  upon  the  matter,  by  the  fiifl  of  /^//  Sjints 
next  to  come.      And  the    faids  citizens  furprized 
and  formed  the  cafHe  of  Edinburgh;   and    to  the 
great    diflatiefation   of  the    rebellious   nobles,    fet 
their  Sovereign    at  liberty.      Thele   furprifing  in- 
ftances  of  loyalty  and  valour,  for  which  they  fliall 
be  had  in  cverlafting  remembrance,  procured  from 
the  King   a  grant  of  many   new   privileges,  con- 
tained  in    a   patent,  which  they    call  their  Golden 
Charier^  dated  1482  ;  particularly,  the  magiflr;ues 

*  Fcrd .  Jng.  Tojjj.  1 2 .  P .  1 6 » .  G (h1  '  cr  a :  t  's  K  i  fr  o  ry 
of  the  Douglajfcs.  Ahci crovihy"%  Martial  Atchivc- 
mcnt<^,  Hauthcrhdifys  Hiflory. 
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are  made  heritable  {heriffs  within  the  faid  burgh, 
and  liberties  of  the  fame.  And  another  charter 
from  their  faid  Sovereign  Lord,  in  favours  of  the 
faid  provoft,  baillies,  council  and  communities 
of  the  faid  burgh,  and  their  fuccefTors  for  ever, 
of  all  the  cuftoms  of  the  haven  of  Leith,  and 
road  of  the  fame,  dated  16th  November,  1482, 
and  a  confirmation  of  a  charter  and  infeofrment 
granted  by  Sir  Robert  Logan  of  Reftalrig,  to 
them,  of  all  the  pafTages  and  ways  leading  to  the 
haven  and  harbour  of  Leith,  and  from  the  fame  i 
containing  divers  liberties  and  immunities. 

L\DRRD  they  very  well  deferved  the  favour* 
beftowed  on  them  -,  for  it  is  certain,  that  upon 
the  King  of  England's  fending  his  fervant  the 
Garter  King  at  arms,  to  let  them  know,  that  for 
feveral  great  caufes  and  confiderations,  he  had  en- 
tirely refufed  to  comply  with  the  marriage  betwixt 
the  Duke  of  Rothfay  and  his  daughter  ;  they  re- 
paid all  the  money,  amounting  to  6000  merks, 
which  he  deburfed  on  that  account. 

Having  traced  the  2?/^.?  Blanket  to  the  oiigen  of 
the  Croifade,  from  whence  it  undoubtedly  had  its 
rife,  I  cannot  pafs  over  in  filence  the  honour  pat  upon 
it  by  this  monarch,  who  was  the  firft  that  gave  it 
the  civil  fandlion,  not  thinking  the  above  donatives 
D 
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a  fufficient  reward  to  the  loyal  crafts,  confirmed 
to  them  all  the  privileges  of  the  Blue  Blanket^ 
which  they  claimed  by  prefcriptlon,  or  an  imme- 
morial poflcflion,  and  ordained  it  to  be  called  in 
all  time  coming,  The  jlo.ndard  of  the  crafts  with- 
in burgh  :  For  that  King,  full  of  the  fpirit  that 
warms  the  blood  of  abfoUite  monarchs,  highly 
refented  the  treatment  Robert  Cochran,  mafon,  by 
him  created  Earl  of  Mar,  had  met  with  by  his 
fadlious  nobles,  would  needs  confer  this  dignity 
upon  the  trades,  in  whom  he  placed  his  fpecial 
confidence.  The  trades  thus  honoured,  renewed 
their  banner;  or,  to  fpeak  in  the  language  of 
hera'iis,  their  enfign^  by  way  of  Pennon,  and  the 
Queen,  with  her  own  hands,  painted  upon  it  a 
^altire,  of  St.  Andrew's  Crcfs,  a  Thiftle,  an  Im- 
perial Crown,  and  an  Hammer,  with  the  follow- 
ing infcription  ; 

Fear  Gocly  and  honour  the  King^ 
With  a  long  life  and  projpercui  reign, 
j4nd  we  ike  trades  jJ)all  ever  pray. 

The  crafts  having  now  not  only  the  crofs,  but 
the  crown  on  their  enfign,  were  as  firmly  perfuad- 
ed  of  fuccefs  in  all  their  public  a£lings,  as  Con- 
ftaniine  the  Great,  the  firft  Chriltian  Emperor, 
ia  the  year  306,  of  defeating  the   tyrant   IMaxen- 
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tius,  when  at  noon  day  he  faw  a   luminous  crofs 
in  the  air,  with  thefe  words  in  Greek, 

In  hoc  S'tgno  vlnces* 

The  old  nobility  and  gentry  were  exceedingly 
nettled  at  the  proceedings  of  the  King,  to  re- 
eflciblifli  his  authority  ;  but  in  the  judgment  of 
wife  and  loyal  men,  very  unjufily  ;  for,  the  foun- 
dation of  all  obedience  to  fuperiors,  are  rewards 
and  puniPumentP,  and  royalty  is  an  invention  of 
Divine  Wifdom,  for  the  happinefs  of  fubjecisi 
and  King5»  bfing  common  fathers  to  their  people, 
are  to  reward  virtue  wherever  they  find  it ;  it  i3 
their  duty  to  do  it,  and  the  promife  of  the  King 
of  Kings,  that  they  fiiall  do  it  :  He  will  take  their 
daughters^  and  make  hem  apothecnries^  cooks  and 
bakers  ;  aiid  he  will  take  their  fons^  and  appoint 
them  to  his  chariois^  and  to  hs  his  horfcmen^  and 
he  will  make  them  captains  over  tkoufinds.  As  the 
wriith  of  a  King  is  like  tbe  rearing  of  a  lion^  fo  in. 
the  light  of  his  countenance  is  lifcy  and  his  favour 
as  the  latter  rain. 

As  the  crafts    of  Edinburgh,  jn    the    reign  of 

bis  fucceflbrs,   made   a  very  grateful   and    prudent 

ufe  of  the  Blue  BLuikcty  witK  refpeO.   to  govern- 

men:,  fo  they  never  failed,  with  this  ftaadaid,  to 

D  2 
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chaQife  all,  who  in  the  lead  infringed  their  rights 
and  privileges,  which  King  James  VI.  takes  no- 
tice of  in  his  Bafilicon  Dorouy  or,  Advice  to  his 
Son  and  apparent  fuccefibr  Henry  Prince  of  Wales, 
page  164.  The  craft fmen  think  -we  Jhould  he  ccn* 
iejit  with  their  work^  how  bad  foever  it  be  ;  and  if 
in  any  thing  they  be  controled,  up  goes  the  Blue 
Blanket. 

As  they  fiouriflied  in  the  favours  of  their  So- 
vereign King  James  III.  fo  did  they  in  the  reign 
of  that  courageous  and  pious  Prince  his  fuccefibr, 

Kh)g  James  IV. 

crowned  at  Edinburgh,  1489  ;  who,  for  fingular 
a£ls  of  loyalty  performed  by  the  city  of  Edinburgh, 
by  his  charter  of  confirmation  under  the  Great 
Seal,  to  the  faid  provoft,  baillies,  council,  and 
communities  of  the  faid  burgh,  ratified  and  con- 
firmed the  two  above  charters  granted  by  King 
James  III.  and  charter  granted  by  Sir  Robert 
Logan  of  Reilalrig  ;  which  charter  of  confirma- 
tion is  dated,  at  Stirling,  the  9th  day  of  March, 
1^510.  And,  by  another  charter,  difponed  to 
them  the  lands  and  haven  of  Newhaven,  with  the 
baven,  filver,  and  all  other  profits,  duties,  liber- 
ties and  immunities  pertaining  thereto,  dated  at 
Stilling  the  faid  ^ih  of  March,   15  10.     Thus  far 


fj^  ^/^^  Blue  Blanket.  43^ 

was  the  city  of  Edinburgh  honoured  and  privi- 
leged in  the  reign  of  King  James  IV.  and  were 
no  lefs  fo  during  the  government  of  his  foa  and 
fuccellbr, 

King  James  the  V. 

For  during  the  wars  betwixt  him  and  the  Earl  of  | 
Northumberiand,  John  Armllrong,  chief  of  a  . 
gang  of  thieves,  was  enticed  by  the  King  &  of- 
ficers, to  have  recourfe  to  tnc  King,  who  had 
written  a  letter  to  him  with  his  royal  hand,  to  ac«  '■ 
ttnJi  him  at  his  palace  of  Holyrood-houle  :  Ihe 
King  hearing  a  dict:ir.d:  account,  of  the  crimes  he 
was  guilty  of,  ordained  him  to  be  committed  to 
gaol,  and  fuffer,  with  his  accomplices,  according 
to  law.  This  notorious  bigliwayman,  with  the 
afiLlance  of  his  followers,  drew  upon  the  King  iu 
his  chamber  of  auditnce,  who  was  with  much 
diflicuity,  refcued  by  the  courtiers  arid  their 
attendants,  and  continued  in  their  hoftilitles, 
deigning  to  have  murdered  every  foul  in  ihe  royal 
palace,  till  it  was  noifed  in  the  city  of  Edinbuighj 
that  the  King  was  in  eminent  danger  of  betng  cut 
off  by  the  hands  of  bloody  ruffians  :  The  crafts  of 
the  city  rofe,  and  flew  every  one  of  the  aflaninF. 
The  (lory  is  prolerved  in  memory,  not  fo  much  by 
our  hidorians,  who  give  but  a  faint  account  of  ir, 
as  a  ballad  compiled  by  one  of  the  grcateil  poets  <>£ 
that  age.  D  3 
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there  dwelt  a  man  in  fair  JVe'lmorlanJ^ 
John  Armftrong  men  did  him  call ; 
He  h  d  neither  lands  nor  rents  coming  in^ 
Tet  he  kept  eight/core  men  in  his  hall,  Sec. 
7he  King  he  wrote  an  a  letter  then, 
A  Ictier  -which  was  large  and  bng  *, 
He  fign'd  it  with  his  own  handy 
jind  he  promised  to  do  him  no  wrong* 
When  tins  letter  came  John  him  tillf 
His  heart  was  as  blyth  as  birds  on  a  tree  ; 
Never  was  Ifentfor  before  any  Kingy 
My  father,  my  grand  fat  Ur,  nor  none  but  me,  &c. 
By  the  fnorrow  vwrning  nt  ten  of  the  deck, 
7oward  Edinburgh  gone  was  he  ; 
yind  with  him  all  his  eightfcore  of    men, 
Good  Lord,   an  it  was  a  goodly  fight  tofee^ 
When  John  came  before  the  King, 
He  fell  down  low  upon  his  knee  ; 
O  pard-^n,  my  Sovereign  Uegey  hefaid, 
■0  pardon  my  eightfcore  men  and  me» 
Thou/btilt  have  no  pardon  thou  traitor  Strongs 
Nae  for  thy  eightfcore  men  and  thee  ; 
For  tomorrow  morning  by  ten  ef  the  clocks 
Bo'-h  thou  and  ■themflMli  hang  on  the gallow  tree* 
Then  John  looked  over  his  left  fhoiifder  ; 
Cood  Lord  what  a  grievous  look  looked  he  / 
Saidy  I  have  aiked  grace  at  a  gracelcfs  face, 
Why,  there  is  naae  for  ye  nor  me. 
But  John  had  a  bright  fvord  hy  Usfb^ 
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Jvd  it  'was  made  of  metul /$  free  ; 

That  had  not  the  Kingjlept  his  foot  a  fide  y 

He  hddfmiiten  his  head  from  his  fair  bodies 

Sayingy  Fight  on,   my  merry  men  all, 

And  fee  that  none  of  you  be  tane  j 

For  rather  tlian  men  (hould  fay  we  were  hang'd, 

Let  them  report  that  we  were  llain. 

Cod  vjQtth<:  trades  of  Edinburgh  rofe. 

And  fore  befet  poor  John  rounds 

That  fourfcore  and  ten  0/ John'/  beji  men^ 

Lay  gafping  all  upon  the  ground^  he. 

Having  traced  the  loyal  a£l/ons  of  the  citi- 
zens, efpecially  the  crafts  of  Edinburgh,  through 
the  reigns  of  feveral  Sovereigns,  before  I  proceed 
to  the  reiga  of  Q^ecn  Mary,  I  mufl  take  notice 
of  the  pious  donations  of  an  eminent  citizen  of 
Edinburgh,  Michael  Maquhan,  and  his  fpoufe, 
in  favours  of  the  Hammermen,  (who  'dedicated  ( 
and  confecrated  the  B/ue  Blanket  to  St.  Eloi's 
altar,  in  St.  Gile's  church)  for  founding  of  the 
Magdalen  Chapel,  where  they  now  meei,  which 
is  contained  in  the  following  charter : 

<  TO  all  and  fundry^  to  whois  ^knowledge  thir 

*  prefents  fall  come,  and  be  fecn,  I  Jonet  Ryne, 

*  reli^l,  executrix,  and  only  intromiflatrix  with  ihe 

*  goods  and  gear  of  umqahll  Michael  M*Quhan, 
\  bur^efs  of  Edioburg,  williin  peace  incur  Lord, 
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«  makes  known  by  thir  prefents,  That  "when  the 

*  faid  Michael  was  greatly  troubled  with  an  heavy 

*  defeafe,  and  oppiefied  with  age,  zet  mindful  of 

*  eternal   life,  he    efteemed    it  ane   good   way  to 

*  obtain  eternal  life,  to  ere£l  fome  Chrifiian  work, 

<  for  ever  to   remain  and   endure,  he  left   feven 

*  hundered  pound,  to  be  employed  for  the  fupple- 

*  mcnt  of  the  edifice  of  the  Magdalen  chapell,  and 

*  to  the  other  edifices  for  foundation  of  the  chapel, 

*  and  fuilentation  of  {e\tn  poor  men^  who  fliould 
^  continually  there  put  furth  their  prayers  to  God 

*  Almighty  ;    for  there  was  many  others  that  had 

<  promifed  to  mortifye  fome  portion  of  their  goods 

*  for  perfeiting  and  abfolveing  of  the  faid  wa;k, 
'  but  they  failzied,  and  withdrew  from  fuch  ane 

*  holly  and  religious  work,  and  altogether  refufed 

*  thereupon  to  confer  the  famen.     Qiihilk  thing  I 

*  taking  heav;ly,  and  pondering  it  in  my  heart, 

<  what  in  fuch  ane  dcficle  bufinsfs  fouM  be  done  5 

*  at  laO,  I  thought  night  and  day  upon  the  fuIfiU- 

*  ing  of  my  hufband's  will,  and  took  upon  me  the 

*  burden  of  the  haiil  wark,    and  added  two  thou* 

<  fand  pound  to  the  700/.  left  be  myhufband; 

*  ^'\nd  I  did  pur  furth  thefe  fuumes  wholly,    after 

*  his  death,  upon  the  edification  of  that  chapel, 

*  ornaments  thereof,   and  building  of  the  edifice 

<  for  the  habitation  of  the  chaplane,    and  (even 

*  pcor  men,  and  for  buying  of  land,  as  well  field 
'^  land^  as  bux^h  land^  and  yearly  annnalicnts,  for 
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<  the  nouriChment,    fuftentarion,  and  clotbing  of 

*  them,  as  hereafter  mair  largely  fet  down    There' 

<  fore  wit  yeiney  To  the  praifeand  honour  of  Al- 

*  mighty  God,  and  of  his  mother  the  blifTed  Vir- 

<  gine  Mary,  and  of  Mary  Magdallen,  and  of  the 

<  haill  celcftial  court,    to  have  creded  and  edified: 

<  ane  certain  chapell  and  hofpital  houfe,  lyeing  in  • 

<  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,   upon  the  fouth  fide  of 

<  the  King's  high  itreet,  called  the  Cowgate,  for 

*  habitation  of  the  foreiaid  chaplain  and  poor,  and 

*  that  from  the  foundation  thereof  j  and  has  dedi- 
'  cate  the  famen  to  the  name  of  Mary  Magdallen, 

*  and  has  foundit  the    laid  chaplain,    and  feven 

*  poor,  for  to  give  furth  their  continual  prayers  un- 

*  to  God  for  th«  falvation  of  the  foul  of  our  moft 

*  illullrious  Mary  Qu^een  of  Scots,  and  for  the  fal- 

*  vation  of  my  faid  uijiquhil  hulband's  foul  and 

*  mine  :  And  alfo,  for  the  falvation  of  the  fouls  of 

*  thofe  that  fhall  put  to  their  helping  hand,  or  fall 

*  give  any  thing  to  this  work  :  As  alfo,  for  the 

*  patrons  of  the  faid  chapel :    And  alfo,  for  the 
«  fouls  of  all  thole  of  whom  we   have   had   any 

thing  whilk  we  have  not  reilored,  and  for  the 

*  whilk  we  have  not  given  fatisfaClion  ;  to  have 

*  given  and  granted,  and  by  this  my  prefent  char- 

*  ter  in  poor  and  perpetual  alms,   and  to  have  con- 

*  firmed   in  mortification  :  As  alfo,  to  give  and 

*  grant,  and  by  this  prefent  charter,  gives  in  poor 

*  alms  and  mor:ification,  to  confirm  to  Almighty 
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*  God,  with  the  bleiTed  Virgin   Marjr,  the  faid 

*  chapell  aad  chapeil  houfe,  for  the  fuitentation  of 

*  ane  fecuiar  cbaplain,  and  feven  poor  men,   and 

*  for  the  chaplain,  and  four  poor  brethren,  to  have 

<  their    yearly   food,    and    perpetual    fuftentation 
«   within  the  faid  hofpital,  and  for  buying  of  their 

*  habits  every  twa  year  once,    I  mortify  thefe  an- 

*  nuahents  under-written  ;  to  wit,  ane  yearly  an- 

*  nualrcnt  of  aughtfcore  and  aught  merk?  money 

*  of  Sco.land,  our  of  that  annu^irent  of  threefcore 

*  pounds  yearly,  to  be  uplifted  and  tane  at  twa 

*  terms  yearly,    Whitfunday  and  Martinmafs  in 
«   Winter,  be  equal!  poitions,  out  of  all  and  haill 

*  the  barony  of  C^rnwath  miln,   and  pertinents 

<  ihcivcf,  ir.J  the  cihi::  two  f^^tka  or  the  faid  an- 

*  nualient  of  threefcore  pound,  to  be  applyed  and 

*  ufed  for  my  ufe,  during  jny  lifetime  j    and  after 

*  my  deceafc,  to  the  poor  brethren  under- written: 

*  As  alfo,  for  the  dyet  and  fuftentation  of  other 
^  three  poor  ones,  and  buying  of  their  habites  ilk 

*  twa  year^after  the  deceafe  of  me  the  faid  Jonet^ 

*  refcivingto  me  my  liferent,  during  my  lifetime, 

*  viz    ihs,*  foffaid  annualrent  of  twa  mecks  of  the 
«  threefcore  pounds  yearly, to  be  uplifted  out  of  the 

*  lands  of  Carnwath  :   as  alfo^  another  yearly  annu. 

<  alrent  of  twenty  merks  money  of  Scotland, yearly 

*  to  be  uplifted,  as  faid  is,  out  of  all  and  halU  the 

*  lands  pertaiiiing  to  Kathrine  Giliefpie  and  John 

*  Cockburn^her  fpoufe,  lyand  in  the  burgh  of  Edin- 
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burgh,  upon  the  fourh-fide  of  the  high  ftrect 
thereof,  betwixt  the  trans  of  the^yennel  called 
Hair's  clofs,  and  the  trans  of  the  vennel  called 
Borthwick's  clofs  :  As  alfo,  ane  other  yearly  an- 
nualrent  of  ten  merks,  our  of  the  tenement  of 
umquhile  Andrevr  Harly,  lying  upon  the  north 
part  of  the  King's  high  ftieet :  And  alfo,  ane 
other  annualrent  of  twelve  merks,  out  of  the 
tenement  of  land  pertaining  to  umquhile  James 
Young  ;  And  alfo,  another  annualrent  of  thir- 
teen fliilliiigs  and  fjurpence,  out  of  the  tene- 
ment of  land  pertaining  to  Edward  Thomfon, 
baxter,  lying  in  the  faid  burgh  in  Peebles  wynd, 
Whilk  chaplain  and  his  fuccefTors,  fliall  have  for 
their  yearly  fupLcntation  twenty  four  merks 
money  of  Scotland,  out  of  the  forefaid  yearly 
annualrent  of  aughtfcoie  and  aught  merks,  dure* 
ing  JonetPiynd's  lifetime,  and  alter  her  deceafe, 
out  of  all  the  forefaid  yearly  annualrents,  to  be. 
taken  up  be  himfelf  at  Whitfunday,  and  Martin- 
mafs  in  Winter,  every  year  in  all  time  comeing, 
be  equall  portions.  Whilk  chaplain  fhall  have 
the  care,  government  and  adminiftration  of  the 
forefaid  hofpital,  and  of  the  forefaid  poor  bre- 
thren and  all  other  poor  brethren  that  (halU  in 
any  time  thereafter,  be  put  theieintill,  and  fhall, 
three  times  in  the  year,  provide  to  them  the  ec- 
clellanicalfacramentjprovidinglhey  be  found  meet 
and  apt  for  receaveing  thereof  j  to  wit,  the  feaft 
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of  Pafch,  Penteccft,  and  Nativity  of  our  Lord  Je- 
fus  Chrift.    Whilkchaplane  ahe  fhall  fee,  that  in 
the  forefaids  feafts,  and  other  convenient  times, 
chiefly  when  they  fliall  be  fick  of  any  heavie  infir- 
mity, how  the  forefaid  poor  fhall  be  worthyly  dif- 
pofed  for  receaveing  of  the  facrament ;  and  for 
that  efFetSt,  he  fliall  exhort  them,  and  Ihall  chari- 
tably move  them,  and  fhall  hear  their  confelTions- 
And  the  faid  chaplain  fliall  be  obliged  every  fe- 
riat  time  of  the  week,  if  it  be  not  ane  feafl:  day, 
to  make  ane  mrfs  of  reft,   with  ane  pfalm  direcl 
to  the   Lord,  for  the  forefaid  fouls.     Neither 
fhall  it  be   leiiome  to  the  faid   chaplain  to  have 
any  fubftitute  under   him,  to   fcive  in   the  faid 
hofpital  for  him,  except  in  the  time  of  infirmity 
and  weaknefs   allenerly  j  to  the  whilk  mefs  the 
forefaid  fevcn  poor,  and  any  others  to  be  found 
thereintil  to  be  prefent,  and  to  interceed  at  God 
for  the  forefaid  fouls,    and  he  fall  have  ane  care, 
that  the  forefaid  poor  fhall  dilligently  obferve  the 
whole  foundation  and  articles  as  is  herein  fett 
down       And  farder,  We  will  and  ordain,  That 
the  faid  chaplane  and  his  fucc^  fr)rs  for  the  time, 
at  the  firfl  term  of   their  entry  and  admifTion  in 
the  faid  hofpitallj    fliall  find  fufficient  caution  to 
the  patrons  of  the  faid  hofpital,  for  the  well  pre- 
fcrvation  of  all  the  je-vells,  ornaments,  and  -o- 
thers  whatfomevfT,  whilk  fall  belong  to  the  faid 
hofpital,   to  be  delivered  be  them  to  the  patrons 
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<  under  an  Invcntar ;  and  that  he  fliall  not  fell, 

*  nor  put  away  any  of  the  laid  ornaments,  neither 

<  (hall  it  be  leifume  to  the  faid  chaplane  to  embrace 

<  any  other  chaplanrie  or  ecdefiaftick  office  ;  vvhilk 
«  if  he  doe,  his  ch?.planrie  (hall  vaik  without  any 

*  declarator  of  any  judge,  and  it  fhall  be  leifume 

*  to  the  patrons  to  confer  the  famen  upon  ane  o- 

*  ther.     And  if  he  be  found  incontinent  of  his  bo- 

*  dy,  either  be  lunary,  adultery,  incefi:,  drunken- 

*  nefs,  diir^ntions,  or  of  any  other  nottor  or  mani- 

*  fell  crimes,  and  found  culpable  by  the  patrones, 

<  or    moft  pairt  of  them,  before  ane  nottor  and 

<  faithful  witnefles,  fhall  be  three  times  admoniftit 

*  to  delifl:  frae  them,    and  after  ane  full  year  out- 

*  run,  he  be  found  incorrigible,  it  (hall  be  con- 

*  frrred  be  the  patrons  upon  ane  able  chaplane. 

*  And  farder,  the  faid  chaplane,  every  year,  once 

<  in  the  year,  for  the  faid  Michael  and  Jonet,    fall 

*  make  fufFrages,   which  is,  I  am  pleafed,  and  di* 

*  re€i  me,   O  Lord,    with  ane  mefs  of  refl-,  be- 
^  ing  naked,  he  cloathed  me;   with  two  wax  can* 

*  dies  burning  on  the  altar.     To  the  whilk  fufFra- 

*  ges  and  mefs,  he  fhall  caule  ring  the  chapel  bell 

*  the  fpace  of  ane  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  that  all 

*  the  forefaid  poor,   and  others  that  Tnall  be  there- 
'  intill,  fliall  be  prefeut  at  the  forefaid  mefs  with 

their  habites,  requefting  all  thefe  that  fliall  come 

<  in  to  hear  the  faid  mefs  to  pray  for  the  faid  fouls, 

E 
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*  And  farder,  every  day  of  ihe  bit  fled  Mary  Mag- 
'  dallcn,  patron  cftheforefaid  hofpital,  and  the  day 
'  of  the  Indulgence  of  rhe  faid  hofplcal,  and  every 
<  other  day  of  the  year,  the  faid  chaplaine  fhall 
'  offer  up  all  the  oblations,   and  for  every  oblation 

*  fliall  have  twa  wax  candleds  upon  the  altar,  and 

*  twa  at  the    foot  of  the   image  of  the  patron  in 

*  twa  brazen  candleflicks,  and   twa   wax    torches 

*  on  the  feaflof  the  nativity  of  our  Saviour,  Pafch, 

*  and  Whitfunday,  of  the  days  of  Mary  Magdal- 
'  len,  and  of  the  days  of  the  indulgences  granted 
'  to  the  faid  hofpital,  and  doubleing  at  other  graet 

*  feafts,    "With    twa  wax   candles    alenerly.      And 

*  likcways,   he  fall  preferve  the   altar   in  the  orna- 

*  ments  thereof,  and  he   fall   preferve   the  Jewells 

*  and  ornaments  of  the  faid  altar  clean  and  tight, 

*  and  he  fall  be    obliged    and  reflricled  to  furnifh 

*  bread,  wine  and  wax  to  the  faid  hofpital,  for  the 
''  haill  year.      As  alio,  the   faid   chaplain    fliall   be 

*  obliged,   at  his  ent»  y,   before  he  be  admiited    to 

*  the  faid  hofpital,  to  give  his  great  oath,  by  touch- 

*  ing  the  facred    Evangile,  that    he  iliall   neither 

*  direQly  nor  indirect] y,  by  whatrbmever  pretence 

*  or  colier,  feek  the  derogati&ii  of  this  foundation, 

*  in  haill  or  in  part,  neither  be  himfelf  nor  be 
<  r.ny  other  party  ;   r.either    fliall    he  have  any  dif- 

*  penfation  or  derogation  from  ony  other  the  lime 
'   of  his  admiffion  ;  neither  fiiall    he    be  put    into 

*  the  faid    chaplanry  be    any  ether,  but  fhali  only 
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*  have  his  admiflion   from    the  faids  patrons  to 
'  the  effe£t,  that  if  he   derogate  any   thing  from 

<  the  laid  hofpital,  and  fail  not  fulfil  the  haill  ar- 
«  ticlts  and  claufes  thereof,  he  fall  be  the  fame  pa- 

*  troas  be  removed,  and  another  able  chaplain  put 

<  in  his  place.      And  alfo,  We  will    and  declare, 

<  that  the  forefaid    feven  poor   men,  and  likewifc: 

<  any  ether  of  that  kind  tha^  fhall  be    found  ic  or 

<  putthereintil  be  any  others,  that  they  (hall  give 

<  obedience  to  the  faid  chaplain,  in  all  honeft  and 

<  Icifoiie  things,  r.s   their  midoubted    and  lawful 

*  matter  of  the  faid  liofpitalj  and   that    none   be 

*  admitted  amnngti    the  faid  poor  brethren  of  the 

*  faid  hofpiial,  but  fuch  ab  are  not  marjied,  and 

*  not  flained  with  an  concubine,  or  with  any  other 

*  notorious    crime,     and    that    none     be    admit- 
*.  ted  except  he  be  pail,  before  his  admllTion*  three- 

*  fcore  years,  except  they   be  impotent  and   mi- 

*  ferable  perfons,  who  otherways    are    not  able  to 

*  get    their  daily  bread.      And    that   no  woman, 

*  howfoever  Fniferable  or  impotent,  be  any  ways  re- 

<  ceived  or  admitted  in  the  faid  hofpital  5  and  tha^ 

*  no  woman  fli  dl   frequent    this  houfe  of  hofpital 

*  at  any  time,  and  chiefly  in  the  night  time  ;  and 
'   that  one  of  the  feven  poor  men,,weeklyjin  his  own 

*  turn,  fhall  be  janitor,  who  (hall  open  and  fleik 

*  the  gates  thereof,  and  fhall  make  clean  the  faid 
*^chapel   and  common   houfe   thereof  every  day^ 

E  2, 
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*  and  keep  it    honed   from   all    filth.     And  If  It 

*  chance  that  the  faid  janitor  be  fick  for  the  time, 

*  that  he  canfwt  do  it,  then  ane  other  of  the  faid 

*  poor  brethren,  in  his  turn    moil  able  and  meet, 
'  by  the  cUfcretion  of  the    faid    chaplain,  fhall  be 

*  appointed.      And    the   faid  janitor,  every    day 

*  from  Pafch    to  the  feaft  of  St.  Jude,  from  half 

*  fix  in  the  morning,  he  (hill  open  the  gates,  and 

*  clofe  them  again  at  aught    hours  at   night  j  and 

*  the  reft  of  the  year  he  (hall  open  at  feven  hours 

*  in  the  morning,  and  clofe  them  again   at    {tvtn 

<  at  night,  and  lliall  ring  the  bell  of  the  faid  cha- 

*  pel  for  the    fpace  of  a    quarter  of  an  hour,  im- 

<  mediately  after  the  opening,  and  a  little  before 

<  the  clofing  :   And  that  the  feven  poor,  and  every 

<  one  of  them,  fliall  immediately  after  ringing  of 

<  the  bell,  repeat    the    Lord's    Prayer    five   times 

*  and   the    Angelical  Salutation    fifty  times,  and 

*  the  Belief  of  the  apoftles  once   in  the  day  j  and 

<  they  fhall    repeat    the  twa     pfalms    that     arc 

*  called  the  bieJJ'ed  Firgin*Sy  before  compleaiing  of 

*  their    dinner,    and   refection    at   twelve   hours. 

<  And  the  dinner  being  done,  the    forcfaid   haili 
'  poor,  within  the  faid  hofpital  for  the  time,  fhall 

*  conveen  before  the  great  alrar,  and    there,  with 

<  their  bowed  knees,  give  five  Pciter  N'^jlers^  fifty 

*  Ave  Maric^s^  and  ane  Greedy  &c.' 
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The  hofpital  was  fouHded  by  Michel  M^Quhan, 
Anno  I50ji  but  the  charter  by  tlie  reiicl  An- 
no 1545. 

This  chapel  is  adorned  with  the  arms  of  ih<: 
good  town  of  Edinburgh,  being  argeHt,  a  caftle 
triple  towered  fable,  marflialled  of  the  lO-,  fur- 
mounted  with  thanes  gules,  fupported  on  the  dex- 
ter by  a  virgin  lady,  on  ihe  Oniiler  wiih  a  deer,, 
and  accolee  :  Beliind  the  tliield  the  fword  of  ho- 
nour, and  mace  enfigned  with  an  Imperial  Crown  j 
below  in  a  compaitment,  Nijl  Dominus  Frujlra, 
Pvound  this  atchievement  are  the  armorial  enfigns 
of  the  following  incorporations,  according  to  their' 
precedency. 

In  the   firfi;  0>al. 
r.  Chirurgkons, 

A2.  on  a  fefs.  ar.  a  naked  man  feiTways  pro- 
per, betwixt  a  dexter  hand  palmed,  and  in  its 
palm  an  eye  proper,  illuing  from  the  chief  In 
the  dexter  canton  a  faltire  ar  under  an  Imperial 
Crown  or,  or  proper,  furmounted  of  a  thiflle  pro- 
per or  vert,  and  in  bafe  a  caiUe  ar.  mafoned  fab. 
all  within  a  border  or,  charged  with  the  feveral 
inftfuments  fuitable  to  the  fociety, 

£3 
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II.   Goldsmiths. 

Quarterly  gu.  and  az.  on  the  i.  a  leopard's 
head  or,  2d,  a  covered  cup,  and  in  chief  2  annu- 
iet&  or>  3  as  i,  and  4  as  i. 

III.  Skinkfrs. 

Ermine  on  a  chief  gu.  3  Imperial  Crowns  or. 

IV.  Furriers. 

Parted  per  fefs,  gu.  and  ar.  a  pale  counter- 
charged of  the  fame  en  the  ift  3  goats  of  the  2d. 

V.    Hammermen. 

Az.  a  hammer  proper,  enfigned.  with  an  Impe- 
rial Crow  a. 

VI.  Wrights. 

Az.  a  fquare  aad  compafs  or. 

VII.  Masons.     * 

Ar.  on  a  cheveron  betwixt  3  towers  embattel- 
kd  fab.  a  compafs  or. 

VIIL  Taylors. 

As.  ScjiTars  expanded  or. 
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IX.  Baxters. 

Az.  3  Garbs  or,  from  the  chief  waved,  a  hand 
iiTuing,  holding  a  pair  of  ballances  extending  to 
the  bafe. 

X.  Fleshfrs. 

Ar.  2  flaughter  axes  proper  faltlre-ways,  accom- 
panied with  3  Cows  heads  couped  fab.  2  in  fi^nk 
and  I  in  bafe,  and  on  a  chief  az.  a  boar's  head 
couped  betwixt  2  garbs  or. 

Xr.     CORDINERS* 

Az,  their  cutting  kn-ife  in  pale,  and  in  chief, 
a  ducal  crown  or. 

XIL    Websters. 

Ar.  on  a  chev.  az.  betwixt  3  leopards  heads  of 
the  fame,  holding  in  their  mouths  a  fpool  or  (hut- 
tie  of  yarn  or,  as  many  rofes  gu. 

XIII.  Hatters   and  Waulkexs. 

Parted  per   pale  gu.  and   ar-  on  the  ift  a  chev. 

of    the     lait,    betwixt  two    hatflring    bands    in 

chief,  and  in  bafe   a   thiftle   or,  on  the  fecond,  a 

finifter  hand  palmed  proper,  ere£led   in   pale  b«- 

twixt  %  hatdrings  fab.  and  in  chief  a  hat  of  the  lail* 
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XIV.  BoNNETMAKERSandLl  TST  ERS, 

Ar.  a  fefs  betwixt  i  bonnets  az.  or  proper, 
tufted  gu.  impaled  with  or,  a  chcv.  gu,  betwixt 
3  cufliions  az. 

j^nd  round  the   hammermens  arms^  in  a  fecond 
ova.^y  the  enfigns  of  the  following  art  : 

XV.    Blacksmiths. 

Az.  a  chev.  betwixt  3  hammers,  each  enfigned 
with  ducal  crowns  or. 

XVr.    CUTLKRS. 

Gu.  6  daggers  placed  faltire  ways,  2  and  2, 
proper,  handled  or. 

XVir.    Saddlers. 

Az.  a  cbev.  betwixt  3  faddles  or. 

XVI IL  Locksmiths. 

Az.  a  key  impaled  or. 

•  XIX.  Lor  I M  ERS. 

Az.  a  cheveron  betwixt  3  horfe-bridle  bits  ar. 

XX,  Armorers. 
Arg-  ©n  a  chev.  ^u.  4  fwords  faltire-ways,  pro- 
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per,  handled  or,  and   on    a  chief  of  the   fecond, 
2  helmets  of  the  fame. 

XXI.   Peutmerers. 

Az,  on  a  chev.  ar.  betwixt   3  portciilices  or,   as 
many  thirties  vert,  and  flowered  gules. 

XXIL  Shearsmiths. 

Gu.  woolfhears  impaled  az. 

P  iaccd  above  thefe  arms  are  thr.  imperial  arms  of 
Scotland,  thus  bhzonedy  viz. 

Or,  a  lion  ramp.  gu.  armed  and  languid  az, 
within  a  double  trefTure,  flovveied  and  counter- 
flowered,  with  Flower  de  LiflTes  ot  the  2d,  encir- 
cled with  the  order  of  Scotland,  the  fame  being 
compofed  of  rue  and  thiftleo,  having  the  image 
of  St  Andrew,  with  his  crofs  on  his  breaft,  above 
the  {hield  a  helmet,  anfwerable  to  his  MajeRy's 
high  quality  and  jurifdi£lion,  with  a  mantle  or, 
doubled  ermine,  adorned  with  an  imperial  crown, 
beautified  with  crciTes  pattee,  and  Flower  de  Liffes* 
furmounted  on  the  top,  for  his  Majefty*s  creft,  with 
a  lion  fejeant,  full  faced,  gu.  crowned  or,  hold- 
ing in  his  dexter  paw  a  naked  fword  proper,  and 
in  the  finifler,  a  fcepter,  both  eredled  pale  ways, 
fupported  by  two  unicorns  argent,  crowned  with 
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imperial,  and  gorged  with  open  crowns,  to  the  laH: 
chains  affixed,  pafTing  betwixt  their  fore  legs,  and 
reflexed  over  their  backs  or,  he  on  the  dexter  im- 
bracing  and  bearing  up  a  banner  of  cloth  of  gold, 
charged  with  the  royal  arms  of  Scotland  ;  on  t^ie 
finift'jr,  another  banner  azure,  charged  with  the 
St  Andrew's  crofs  a'-gent,  both  (landing  on  a  co- 
parnnent  placed  undern^-ath,  from  which  iiTues 
two  thillles,  one  towards  each  fide  of  the  efcutch- 
€on  and  for  rnotto  in  an  efcrol  above  all,  in  de- 
fence ;  under  the  table  of  the  copartment,  hem9 
me  impune  lacejct* 

The  hammermen's  feal,  is  the  effigies  of  St. 
Eloi  in  his  apoftolical  veftments  proper,  (landing 
in  a  church  porch,  a  porch  adorned  with  five  pyra- 
mid iteeples  engraven,  each  furmounted  with  a 
plain  crols,  holding  in  his  dexter  a  hammer  bar- 
ways,  and  in  the  finifler  a  key  bend-ways,  Round 
the  efE^ies,  are  thefe  words,  Sigilium  commiuu 
Artis  Tudiatorum, 

Ths;  above  fundamental  charter,  in  favours  of 
the  Magdalen  hofpital,  is  fwelled  with  the  popifli. 
do^lfine  of  merit,  and  gives  us  a  true  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  chicanery  of  Romifh  priefls,  who,  to 
fill  their  coffers,  and  make  their  kitchen  fmoak, 
fet  heaven  itfclf  to  fale.  The  avarice  of  church- 
men, in  thefe  dark  times,  a*  the  Irarnedfir  George 
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M'Kenzie  in  his  printed  pleadings  obferves,  was 
fo  extravagant,  that  the  legiflature  in  Germany, 
Dennnark,  and  other  countries,  taxed  the  Quotas 
of  pious  donations,  left  the  people,  decoyed  by 
their  priefts  to  purchafe  heaven,  IhouW  have  ftar- 
ved  themfelves  upon  earth. 

As  the  hammermen  have  St,  Eloi  and  St,  Mary 
Magdalen  for  their  guardians*,  fo  the  Chirurgeons 
have  St.  Mungo,  which  appears  by  their  feal  cf 
caufe,  a  copy  of  which  folio vvs: 

'  TILL  all  and  fundry  whas  knawledge  thir 

*  prefcnt   letters   fliall   com,    the   provoft,  bailies, 

*  and  council  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  greeting 

*  in  God  everlafling,  wit  your  univeriitys  that 
'  the  day  of  the  date  of  thefe  prefents^  compeiied 

*  before  U?,  fittaind  in  judgement  in  the  Folbuith 

*  of  the  faid  burgh,  the  kirk  mafler  *,  and  brether 

*  of  the  furgeons   and    baibaris  within   the  fame, 

*  and  prefented  to   us  their  bill  and  fupplication, 

*  defiling  us,  for  the  loving  of  God,   honor  of  our 

*  foveraign  lord,   and  all  his  leidges,  and  ior  wor* 

*  Ibipe  and  policy  of  this  burgh,    all  for  the  guid 

*  rule  and  order  lo  be  had  and  made  among  ft  the 

*  faids  crafts  in  tyme  to  come,  that  we  wauld  grant, 

*  and   confent  to   them  the   priviledges,   ruls  and 
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*  ftatuts  contained  in  the  faid  bill  and  fupplication, 

*  qlk  after  follows.* 


<  TO  you  my  lord  provoft,  balUies,  ?M  worthy 

*  council  of  this  guid  toune,  right  humblie  means 
^  ani  (haws,  your  dayly  fervitors  the  kirk  mafter 
'  and  brether  of  the  furgeons  and  barbars  within 

*  this  brughe,  that  where  we  believe  it  is  weall 

*  knawne  till  all  yor  wifdoms,  how  that  we  uphald 

*  an  altar  fituate  within  the  colledge  kirk  of  St. 

<  Giles,  in  the  honour  of  God  and  St.  Mungo  our 

*  patrone,  and  has  nae  importance  to  uphauld  the 

*  fame,  but  our  fobei   oukleye  penny  and  upfets, 

*  qulks  are  fmall  in  efFe£l  till  fuftance  and  uphald 

<  our  faid  altar  in  all  necefLry  things  convenient 
i  thereto.      And  becaufe  we  ar,    and  ever  wes  of 

<  guid  mynd  to  do  this  guid  toune  all  the  (lede 

*  pleafure  and  fervice  that  we  cane  or  may,  baith 

*  in  walking,  warding,  ftenting,  and  bearing  of 

*  all  portable  charges  within  this  brugh  at  all  tym?, 

*  as  other  nightbours  and  crafts  does  within  the 

*  fame.     We  defire  at  your  lordOiips  and  wifdoms, 

*  till  give  and  grant  till  up,  and  our  fuccefTors,  the 
'  rules,  ftatuts  and  priviledges  underwritten,  qhilk 

<  ar  confonant  to  reafon,  honor  to  our  foveraign 

<  lord,   and  all  his  leidges  profit,  and  love  to  this 

*  guid  towH. 

*  In  the  firft,  That  we  might  haue  yearly  chofne 
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*  amongft  us,  our  kirk  mafter  and  over  man,  to  • 

<  whom  the  haill  brethren  of  the  crafts  forefaids 

<  fhall  obey  for  that  year. 

*  ido.  Itenti  That  nae  matier  of  perfon  occupy 

*  nor  ufe  any  poynts  of  our  faid  crafts  of  furgery, 

*  or  barber  craft,  within  this  brugh,  but  gif  he 
«  be  firft  frie  man  and  burges  of  the  famcn,  and 

*  that  he  be  worthy  and  expert  in  ail  the  poynts 
belongand  to  the  falds  crafts,  diligently  and  a- 

'  vifedly  examined,  aiid  admitted  by  the  mailer* 

*  of  the  faid  crafte,  for  the  honorable  ferving  of 
*■  our  faid  fovereign  lord,  his  lieges,  and  night- 

*  hours  of  this  brugh  :    And  alfe,  that  every  man 
'  that  !€  to  be  made  frie  man  among  us,  be  exa- 

*  mined  and  provtt  in  thir  points  following  ;    that 

*  is  to  fay,  that 

*  He  knaw  anatomia,  natur  and  complexion  of 

*  every   member  of  humans  body  ;    and  lykwife 
<  that  he  knaw  all  the  veins  of  the  famen,  that  he 

*  may  maik  phlebothomia  in  due  tyme,  and  alfc 
'  that.      And  alfe,  That  he  knaw  in  quhilk  mem* 

*  ber  the  fign  hes  domination  for  the  tyme  ;  for  e- 

*  ver  ilk  man  aught  to  knaw  the  natur  and  fub- 
'  ftance  of  every  thing  he  wirks,   or  elfe  he^s  ne» 

*  gligent;   and  that  we  may  haiie  anes  in  the  year 

*  anc  condempait   man  after  he  be  dead,  to  maik 

F 
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*  anatamla  of  wherthrow  we  may  haue  experience 

<  ilk  ane  to  in(lru£t  others,  and  we  iliall  do  futler- 

*  age  for  the  faul, 

*  2to,  And  that  nae    barbar  maRer  nor  fervant 

*  within  this  burgh,  hant,  ufe  nor  exerce  the  craft 

*  of  furgery,  witlrciit  he  be  expert,  and  knaw  per-- 

*  fettly  the  things  aboue  written  ;  and  quhat  per- 

<  fons  that  (hall  happen  to  be  admitted  frie  men  or 

<  mafters  to  the  falds  crafts,  or  occupys  any  part  of 

*  the  fame  fliall  pay  at  his  entrie  for  his  upfet,  five 

*  pounds  ufual  money  of  Scotland,  to  the  repara- 

*  tion    and    uphalding   of    oui    faid   altar    of    St. 

*  Mungo,  for  divyne  fervice  to  be  done  thereat, 

*  with  a  dinner  to  the  maflers  of  the  faids  crafts 

*  at  his  admifTion  and  entrefs  amangft  us ;  except" 

<  and  that  every  frie  man  mailer  of  the  faid  crafts* 

<  one  of    his  lawful  gottne  fons  to  be  frie  of  any 

*  money  peying,   except  the  dinner  to  be  made  to 

*  the  maders,    after  he  be  examined  and  admitted 

<  by  them,  as  faid  is. 

*  4f0y  Item  That  nae  mafter  of  the  faids  crafts 
«  fnall   taik  any  apprentice  or  ned   man   in   tyme 

*  coming,  till  ufe  the  furgeon  craft,  without  he 
«  can  bailh  writt  and  reade.- 

*  And  the   faid  mafter of  any  of  the  faids  crafts 

*  that  talks  any  piintice  fliail  pay  at  his  entrie  to 
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«  the  reparation  of  the  faid  altar,  twenty  (liilUngs, 

<  and  that  nae  mafter  of  the  faids  crafts,  recept  or 

*  receive   any  other  mafters  prentlcej  or  fervant, 

*  quhilll  the  iiTue  of  his  tearms  be   runne,  and 

*  wha  that  does  in  the  contrair  thereof,  as  aftan  aS 
«  he  faills,    (hall  pay  twenty  fliillings  to  the  repa- 

*  ration  of  the  faid  altar,  but  favours. 

«  ^tQy  Item,  Every  mafter  that  is  received  frie 

'  man  to  the  faids  crafts,    fhall  pay  his  oukly  pen- 

*  ny  with  the  piiefts  myte,    as  he  iliall  happen  to 

*  come  about,  and  every  fervand  that  is  a  fied  man, 

*  to  the  mafters  of  the  faids  crafts,  fliall  pay  ilk 

*  oukane  halfpenny  to  the  faid  altar,  and  repara- 
'  tions  thereofj  and  that  we  haue  power  till  choyfc 

*  a  chaplaine  till  do  divyn  ferviec  dayly  at  aur  laid 

*  altar  at  all  tymes,  when  the  fame  Ihould  wawyik 

*  \l>e  vacant']^  and  till  choyce  an  officer   till  pais 

*  with  ui  for  the  engathering  of  our  quarter  pay* 

<  ments,  and  oukly  pennys,  and  to  pafs  before  us 

*  on  corpus  [Chri/ii~\  XI  day,  and  the  otteus  [o^a'- 

<  v£s\  thereof,  and  all  otiicr  general  proceflions 

<  and  gatherings,  fiklyk,  as  other  crafts  hesvvltii- 
«  in  this  brugh,  and  that  ane  of  the  mafters  of  the 

*  forefaids  crafts,    with  the  chaplain  and  ofticer  of 

*  the  fame,    pafs  at  all  tyms  needful  lift  and  r^ife 

*  the  faid  quarter  payments  frae  every  perfon  that 
'  a.ve  the  fame  j  and  gif  any  difobeys,  that  we 

F  2 
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*  may  poynd  and   diil:renzie   therefor   all    tyms, 
«  hauing  an  officer  of  the  town  with  us. 

•  6to^    Itcmy  That  nae  perfon  nor  frle  man  of 

*  the  falds  crafts,    purchace  any  lordflilps  In  con- 

*  trair  the  rules  and  ftatutes  above- written,  in 
«  hendring  ^r  fkaithing  of  the  crafts  forfaid,  or 

<  common  weall  thereof,  under  the  pain  of  tinfel 

<  \lofing\  of  their  freedoms. 

*  'imOy  Item^  That  all  the  mafters,  frle  men  and 
«  brether  of   the   faids  crafts   readily   obey,    and 

*  come  to  their  kirk  mafter»  or  deacon,  at  all  tyms, 

<  quhen  they  fliall  be  required  thereto  by  the  faid 

<  officer,  for  till  hear  quarter  compts,  or  till  avife 

*  for  any  thing  concerning   the  common  weall  of 

*  the  faids  crafts  *,  and  wha  that  difobeys,  fliall  pay 

<  20 s.  to  the  reparation  of  the  faid  altar;  and  that 
*-  nae  perfons,  man  nor  woman  within  this  brugh, 

*  maik  nor  fell  any  aquavitne  within  the  famen,  ex- 
«  c^pt  the  faid  rraift^rs,  brether,  and  frie  men 
i  of  the  faid  crafts,  under  the  pain  of  efcheat  of 

<  the  famen,  but  favours.     Befeeking 

'  Helrfor  your    lordfliips   and  wifdoms,  at  the 
i  reverence  of  God,  that  ye  will  avyze  with  thir 

<  our  fimple  defyrs,  ruls,    ftatuts  and  priviledges 

<  above -writtne,  and  grant  us  the  fame  ratifyd  and 

<  approven  by  yow,  under  yor  comon  feall  of  caufej 
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*  and  with  the  grace,  we  (liall  do  fik  fervlce  and 
«  pleafur  to  the  king's  grace,  and  the  good,  that 
«  ye  (hall  be  contentic  thereof  •,  and  yor  deliver- 
'  ance  heiruntil  humbly  I  bcfeck. 

•THE  quhilk  bill  of  fupplication,  v/nh   the 

*  rul,  ftatuts  and  priviledges  con'.ind  therintiil, 
«  heand   read    b'^fore   us   in  judginent ;    and    we 

*  therewitlq    beand   riplie   and    diilinctly  adyfed, 

*  thinks  the  fame  confonant  to  re?.ron,  and  nae 

*  hurt  to  our  ioverei^n  loid's  hynes,  us,  nor  nan 

*  other   of   his  Icidges^  thSiintill ;   And   therefor 

*  we  ccnfent  and  grant  the  fnmen  to  the  forfaids 
<  crafts  of  {'jrgena;  7  and  barbars,  and  to  their  fuc- 
«  ceiTors.     And  in  fuae  far  as  v/e  naay,  and  hes 

*  pouer,  confirms,  ratifys  and  approves  the  faids 
«   ftatuts,    ruls,  and   privikdees   in  all   poynts  and 

*  artikls  contind   in    the   faid  luf  piicaiion   above- 

*  wfittne.      And  this  to  all  and  fundry  quhom  it 

*  effeirs,  or   may  efPeir,    we  raaik  knawne  by  thir 

*  our  letters;  and  for  the  mair  verification  and 
'  ftreanth  of  the  famen,  wc  haw  too  hungen  our 
«  comon  feall  of  caufe.'  At  Edinburght  id  July, 
the  zear  of  God,   1505. 

The  feal  of  the  good  town  is  appended  with 
tliis  infcription  round  it. 

Sigilum  burgi  de  Edr,  ad  caufus* 

^3- 
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The  crafts,  who  behaved  fo  loyally  before  they 
were  incorporate,   ar^d  formed  into  focieties,    con- 
tinued to  flouiifh  in  their  fovereign's  favours,   and 
were  warmed  with  beams  from  the  throne;  a  fignal 
inftance  of  their  fidelity  to  King  James  V.  I  can- 
not mifs  to  relate.     The  crown  being  debitor  to  the 
town  of  Edinburgh  in  vaft  fums,  for  which  (he 
had  not  only  the  fecurity  of  the  government,    but 
the  perfonal  obligations  of  the;  monarch  ;  weaiied^ 
with  difappointments,  and  the  merchants  murmur- 
ing for  want  of  payment  from  the  town,  to  whom 
they  had  given  confiderable  loans,  for  the  behoof 
of  the  publick  ;  the  magirtrates,  and  merchants  in 
(oncert,  raifed  a  mob,  and  gave  directions  to  the 
ring- leaders,   what,    and  how  far  to  adt,  to  infult 
the  King  as  he  was  paffing  the  flreets  to  the  parli- 
ament houfe  ;  who,  after  a  fcufBe  with  his  guard?, 
violently   feized    upon    his   facred    Majefty,     and 
thrufi  him  within  the  walls  of  their  common  gaol : 
-^ome  of  his  Majcfty*s  retinue  having  alarmed  the 
deacons  of  crafts   with  what  had   happened,  the 
trades  inftantly  conveened,    and   uqanimoufly  a- 
greed,  that  their  enfign  fhould  be  difplayed,  for 
convocating  the  lieges,  to  refcue  their  captive  mon- 
:^rch^  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  foon  pro- 
cured him  to  be  liberate,  and  fafely  conveyed  to  his 
royal   palace   of    Holyrood-houfe.        The   magif- 
irates,  who  had   hounded  out  the  mob,  dreading 
the  confetjusnce  of  their  traiterows  actings,  and 


of  the  Bi^uE  Blanket.  6^ 

knowing  the  weak  fide  of  Cuthbert  the  deacon 
conveener,  who  headed  the  trades,  bribed  him  by 
a  lufty  purfe  of  Gold,  to  betray  his  truft. 

The  King  next  morning  fent  for  Cuthbert, 
(whom  he  called  his  faithful  general)  and  told  him, 
he  had  a  grateful  remembrance  of  the  loyalty  and 
valour  of  his  faithful  fubje£l6  the  trades  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  was  refolved  to  confer  fomc  remarkable 
token  of  favour  upon  them* 

CuTHBftRT,  well  inflru£led  by  the  magiflracy 
and  merchant  council  how  to  behave,  anfwered, 

MAY  it  pkafe  your  excellent  majefty,  ive  your 
obliged  and  devoted  fervants  the  trades  c/ Edin- 
burgh, did  mthing  hut  what  waj  our  bounden  duty: 
But  fine e  your  Majefty  is  graciouflf  pl»ajed  not  only 
to  remember^  but  reward  our  dutful  behaviour ^  I 
prefume^  in  name  of  my  brethren^  to  befeeeh  your 
facred  majelly,  to  make  your  mojl  faithjul  and  loy^ 
al  fervants  the  trades  o/' Edinburgh,  in  all  time 
comingy  free  of  that  ioilfome  affair  of  being  migi* 
grates  of  the  burgh^  and  let  the  difloyal  mercharsts 
be  henceforth  loaded  with  the  ofpee* 

Thk  King  furprized  with  thefuppllcatlon,  gave 
a  fmilc,  and  faid,  Cuthbert,  It  {}iall  be  done. 


70  An  Hiftorkal  Accrrnf 

The  man's  treachery  was  foon  blown  about,  to 
the  amazement  of  the  incorporations,  who  found, 
that  their  loyaly,  which  they  juftly  expected  would 
have  advanced  their  interefl,  as  it  did  their  honour, 
had  turned  to  their  real  detriment:  And  therefore 
they  applied  to  the  courcicrs,  to  reprefcnt  to  his 
majeflyjhow  viilanioufly  they  had  had  been  betray- 
ed      As  foon  as  the  King  was  informed,    he  com- 
manded the  crafts  to  li.y  their  demands  before  him, 
v/hicn  they  accoidingly  did    in  a  fliort  memoriaJ, 
craving  his  m-ajedy  wo-uid  be  pleafed  to  confirm  all 
their  ancient  piUilegcs  of  the  Qlus  Blanket.     His 
Maji^i-y  gracioufly  received  their  petition  ;  and  not 
oniy  glinted  their  requcfh  corroborating  all  for- 
mer grants,  znA  I'.rivileges  oy  i;nme:r.orial  pDil'.iTi- 
on  I  but  conGderably  enlarged  its  authority,  decla- 
ring, that  whenever  they  difplayed  their  enilgn  of 
the  Blue  Blariki'tf   either  in  defence  of  the  crown,- 
or  crafts,  a"i  crafifmen   in  Scotland,   and   foldiers 
in  the  King's  pay,  who  had  been  educate  in  a  trade, 
fliould  repair  to  that  ftandard,  and  fight  under  the 
command  of  their  general.     Thus  did  that  excel- 
lent  monarch  reward  loyalty,  and  the  treacherous 
conveener  was  murdered  at  the  North  Loch,  near 
a  well,  yet  knov/n  by  the  name  oi  Cuihbert's  well. 

Thi  S  was  certainly  the  highefl  honour  the  King 
could  put  upon  the  crafts :  for  a  ftandard  hath  hccn 
cileemcd  fo  in  all  ages.     Hence  the  fcripture  ex-i 
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prefles  the  ftrength  and  power  of  the  Church  by  a 
ftandard,  Csnt.  vi.  4.  Thou  art  beauiifuly  0  my 
lovcy  as  Tirzah,  comely  as  Jerufalem,  terrible  as 
an  army  with  bannersy  and  the  love  and  favour 
of  God.  Cant  ii.  4.  He  brought  me  into  the  ban' 
qtceting  houfe^  and  his  banner  over  me  was  love* 
Cant.  V.  10.  According  to  the  Hebrew  text. 
My  beloved  is  the  Jiandard- bearer  among  ten 
thou/and ;  which  our  tranflators  very.defetlively 
render,  The  chief  among  7  ten  thoufand.  And  the 
antiquity  and  honour  of  the  ftandard  is  more  plain- 
ly exprefled  in  the  book  of  numbers,  ii.  2,  &c. 
Every  man  of  the  tribe  of  Ifrael  ft/dtl  pitch  by  his 
own  ftandardy  with  the  enfign  of  their  father  s 
houfcy  fdr  offy  about  the  tabernacle  of  the  congre- 
gation fhall  they  pitchy  anion  the  enfl  ftUy  toward 
the  rifing  of  the  fun  foall  thiy  of  the  jiandard  of 
the  camp  of  Judah  pitch  throughout  their  armies^ 
and  N.idfbon,  the fon  of  Amminadaby  floa'l  be  cap'' 
tain  of  the  children  of  Judah,  On  the  weft  fide 
fJ?all  be  the  ftandard  of  the  camp  of  Ephraimy  ac- 
cording  to  their  armieSy  and  the  c^tptain  of  the  fon s 
of  Ephraim  fJ)all  be  Elifljamay  the  fon  of  Aimnihud, 
The  jiandafd  of  the  Camp  of  Dan  Jhall  be  on  the 
north  fide y  bj  their  armieSy  &c. 

As  the  Almighty  has  compared  the  power  of 
his  Church  to,  and  honoured  his  faints  with,  a 
ftandard  i  fo   hath   it  been  the  cuftom  in  all  ages 
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of  the  world,  for  generous  princes,  in  rewarding 
valour  and  noble  atchlevements,  to  confer  a  flan- 
daid,  as  Guillim  in  his  difplay  of  heraldry  obferves, 
Mun'Tus,  King  ot  Pi£is,  gave  to  his  wariors  an 
enfign,  bearing  the  figure  of  a  crofs,  in  the  fafliion 
of  a  faltire.  Philip  King  of  France  (or  as  Favin 
would  have  ir)  Baldwin  the  firft,  King  of  Jerufa- 
falem,  gave  to  his  followers  an  enfign,  with  two 
red  croiies  united  unto  one;  and  to  the  Chriftian 
merchants  of  Naples,  who  fought  againft  the  Sa- 
racens for  the  Chriilian  religion,  whom  he  made 
knights  of  Rhodes,  now  of  Malta,  a  whitd  crofs> 
to  be  worn  on  their  left  Qioulder.  Reme  duke  of 
Anjou,  King  of  Jerufalem  and  Sicily,  gave  to  his 
warriors  an  enfign  of  crimfon  velvet,  with  a  gold- 
en crefcent,  and  enamelled  red,  becaufe  they  had 
been  long  dyed  in  blood.  Arthur  King  of  the 
Brirains  (as  Seger  lemarks)  founder  of  the  order 
of  the  round  table,  inflitute  th.;  fraternity  of  the 
knights  of  the  table,  in  token  of  brotherly  love, 
gave  them  a  round  table,  which  y^X.  hangs  in  their 
caitle  :  And  ro  give  no  more  inftances.  Sir  John 
Smith  got  from  King  Charles  I.  the  royal  ftandard 
which  lie  carried  cfF  at  the  battle  of  Edgehill,  and 
was  knighted  under  it. 

Since  Kings  in  all  ages  have  beftowed  the  en- 
fign upon  well-defcrving  perfons,  we  need  not 
wonder  that  the  Kings  of  Scotland,  to  whofe  blood 
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generofity  is  congenial,  bellowed  this  ftandard  of 
ih t  Blue  Blanket  upon  tradefmen,  who  rendered 
themfelves  noble  by  their  a£lions,  As  Diogenes 
fays,  *  Noblcnefs  of  blood  is  a  cloak  of  floth,  ind 

*  a  vizard  of  cowardice  ;    but    immortal  is  their 

*  fame  upon  whom  princes  confer  honours,  accord- 

*  ing    to    their   deferts,    for    defending    the    holy 

*  Church,  King  or  country.*  i\r^  what  reafon 
can  be  affigned  why  tradefmen  fiiould  not  be  ad- 
vanced as  well  as  others,  fincc  the  greaieft  princes 
on  earth  have  l)een  artifts  Henry  Peocham  tells, 
that  Solyman  the  Magnificent,  his  trade  was  mak- 
ing of  arrows.  In  Venice  every  artificer  h  a 
magnifico.  In  the  low  countries,  mechanicks  are 
declared  gentlemen,  by  a  grant  from  King  Charles 
v.  in  confideration  of  their  I'trvices,  during  his 
wars.  And  to  all  thofe  who  contemn  mechanicks, 
who  raife  themfelves  by  their  valour,    I  mufl  give 

►  the   memorable   anfwer   of    Verdure  a   Spaniard, 

and   a  general  in    Friczland,  to    feme  perfons  of 

quality,    who  refented  his  taking  the  head  cf  the 

table  at  a  publick  entertainment.     *  Gentlemen, 

queftion  not  my  birth,   (though  I  be  the  fon  of  a 

*  hangman)  for  I  am  the  fon  o£  my  own  defert  and 

*  fortune.  If  any  man  do  as  much  as  I  have  done, 
<  let  him  take  the  table  head  with  all  my  heart.* 

Thus  far  have  I  traced  theloyalryof  the  crafts 
of  Edinburgh,  and  (liall  now  proceed  to  the  reign  ©f 
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Mary  Qiieen  of   SCOTS, 

during  wbofe  minority,  a  controverfy  being  be- 
twixt the  magiftrates  of  Edinburgh  and  the  dea» 
cons  of  crafts,  for  breaking  in  upon  the  legal  pri- 
vileges of  the  incorporations  ;  which  fo  inflamed 
the  deacons  of  the  trades  with. a  keen  refentment, 
that  in  the  tolbooth  of  Edinburgh,  where  the 
courts  of  juftice  then  fat,  they  drew  their  (words, 
demanding  juftice ;  and  if  they  had  not  been  re* 
ftrained  by  the  King's  forces  then  in  the  city»  whom 
the  maglftrates  called  to  their  afTiftance,  they  had 
been  killed  on  the  bench. 

B'-  iNG  thus  relieved,  they  committed  the  af» 
fafiins,  as  they  termed  them,  prifoners  to  the  caftlc 
of  Edinburgh,  where  they  remained  in  clofe  con- 
finement, till  the  feveral  incorporations  having  met  4 
in  the  abfence  of  their  deacons,  and  concluded  to 
relieve  them,  after  the  never  failing  method  of 
difplaying  the  Blve  Blanket^  which  they  did,  and 
thereby  convocated  thoufands  of  the  Kings  lieges 
in  a  very  few  hours. 

Tkk  extraordinary  concourfe  of  people  alarmed 
the  government  fo,  that  the  King's  pi  ivy  council 
met  upon  the  extraordinary  emergent,  and  refolved, 
that  the  earl  of  Arran  fliould  interpofe  his  royal 
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authority,  and  (lop  procedure  of  the  lords  of  jufli- 
ciary,  before  whom  was  a  criminal  procefs  intent- 
cd  at  the  inftance  of  the  faids  magi  ft:  rates  of  Edir*- 
burgh,  againft  the  deacons  of  crafts,  and  to  im- 
portune the  differences  betwixt  them  to  be  fubmit- 
ted  to  him.  The  wife  regent  complied  with  the 
advice,  and  publifhed  the  following  edict. 

G  U  B  K  R  N  A  T  O  R, 

'  JUSTICE  andjuftice  clerk,  and  zour  de- 

<  putis,  We  greit  zowweille,  FORSAEMEIKLE- 

*  AS,  William  Smeberd,  Robert  Hutchiefoune, 

*  James  Forrer,  Thomas  Schort,   Archbald  Dew- 

<  ar,   Andro  Edgnr,  George  Piitchardfone,  Thorn- 

*  as  Ramfay,  James  Downwieke,  William  Purdie, 

*  William    Quhite,  being  in    warde,  within    the 

*  caftle   of  Edinburgh,  for    alleaged    drawing  of 

*  quhinzearis   in   the  tolbuith    of  Edinburgh,  in 
I  *  prefence  of  the  provoft  and  baillies  thalrof,  the 

*  xi   day  of  Auguft  inftant,    and   furth«bringing 

*  of  the  B/ew  Banner  oi  the  B/eiu  Blankett'm  our 
«  prefence,  callit,  The  Rally  GmJ}^  has   foundin 

<  furctie  to  underiye  the  law  for  the  famyne,  and 
«  for  all  otheris  crynies  thai  can  be  impute  to  them 

<  the  X.  day  of  October  nixt  to  cum,  as  the  %dt  of 

*  adjournal   maid   thairupon  beirs  :   Howbeit,    as 

*  we  are  informit,  the  faidis  perfonis  ?re  innocent 
«  of  the  faids  alleagit  crimis.     OUR  WIJl^L  IS 
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*  HEIRFORE,   and  for  certain  uthlrls  reafonable 

*  caufes  and  coiifiderationis  moveing  us,  we  charge 

*  zovv  ftriclly  and  commandis,  that  incontinent,, 
'  efter  the  ficht  hereof,  ze  defift  and  feifs  frae  all 
'  preceeding  agains  the  faids  perfons,  or  ony  o- 
*'  thiris   craftifmen   of    the   faids   burgh,    for  the 

*  faidis  allegett  crymes,  till  the  day  above  written  ; 

*  or  for  ony  otheris  %rinr:es,  aQionis,  tranfgreffio- 

*  onis,  crymis,  or  ofFenCefs  quhatfotnever,  comit- 
«  it  or  done  be  thame,  or   ony  of  thame  in  ony 

*  time  bygane  unto  the  day  of  the  date  hereof  ;- 
'  but  contlnowe  the  fa.myn  to  the  third  day  of  the 

*  air.  Difchargcing  zovv  othirwayes  theirof,  and 
'•  of  zour  cfFices  in  that  parte  in  the  mene  tymebc 
«  thnr    prefentis,     notwithftanding  ony    writtingis 

*  gevin,  or  to  be  givene  in  the  contrrare,  ®r  ony 

*  pains  contenit  therein,  as  ze  will  anfwer  to  us 
<  theirupon       Subfcrivit  with   our  hand,  and  ge- 

*  vine  under  our  fignet  at  Haly-rude  houfe,  the- 1 

*  firft  day   of  September,  the   zeir   of   God   one 

*  thoufind  five  hundred  and  forty  tliree  zcirs. 

J  A  M  I  S    G. 

f^fHUS,  the  crafts  d^r-rided  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  the  B'Uiufut  to  the  expofing  of  their  lives  ;• 
for  they  could  not  bruik  the  unjuft  proctedinga  or 
the  magillrAtes,  and  therefore  determined  to  keep* 
them  intire,  which  they  had  obtained  by  an  inii- 
iiite  muititade  of  great  actions. 
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I  mufl  here  take  occifion  to  remove  2  common 
obje6i:ion  agalafl  the  authority  p£  the  Bl^e  JJUnket^ 
that  it  never  had  any  Itgul  privileges  :  Fqr,  had 
•not  the  regent   kao-\vn,    that  the  crafts  were  war- 
TanrcU  to  dilplay  their  colours  vi'hen  the  privileges 
of  their   incorporations   v/ere   violate,    he    would 
fu'cly  have  clone  jultice  to  the   magijirates,  in  pu- 
nilhing  tiiefe  crafts  as  a  fed itious  rabble,  ancl  with  the 
.powei  of  the  Queen's  forces,  redaced  them  to  o- 
bcdience,  efpecialiy  the  deacons,  by  whofe  autho- 
rity ihc  iiegcE  were  convocate,.  who  were  prifoner^ 
Avithin  the  Kii^g's   garrifon  :   But  it.  is,  remarkable^ 
though  the   banner  was  difplayed  in  his  own  pre- 
•fence,  as  his  eJici  relates,  he  did  not  puniiii  theni 
for  a  trefpafs  agiiind  Ux,  but  was  foiced  to  have  a 
recourfe  to  policy,  to  (top  the  ed^ifion  of  Chriftian- 
blood,  by  interpelling  ihejud-v.'s  of  julliciary  fiOm 
proceeding  againit  them  lor  their  riot,  in  affauk- 
ing   the  magiflracy  in  their  ccuft  of  juflice  with 
weapons;    lor  doing  of  which  tbey  were  certainly 
culpabk,  and  therefore  he  obliged  them   to  find 
balU  as  to  that.     We  mud  undoubtedly  conclude, 
they  juftifiid  their  aflllngs  in  difplaying  the   Blsn- 
kff,  otbcrwire  there  had  certainly  been  a  law  enac- 
ted, prohibiting  them  from  tljat  praclice  for  the 
future,   under  the  pain  of  high  treafon. 

Though  the  crafts  and  other  citizens  of  Edln- 
G  2 
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burgh  made  a  bold  (land  for  the  glorious  reforma- 
tion, (which  was  carried  on  in  the  reign  of  this 
beautiful,  learned,  but  unfortunate  lady,  Queen 
Mary,  whatenacioufly  adhered  to  the  intere^  of  the 
Romifli  church)  in  a  more  tumultuary  way  than  in 
England,  and  other  reformed  countries:  Yet  had 
they  a  juft  fenfe  of  their  obedience  to  Caefar,  and  ac- 
ted under  the  influence  of  that  Chriftian  maxim  *» 
<  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  people  to  pray  for  magi- 

*  ftrates,  to  honour  their  perfons,  pay  them  tribute, 

*  obeytheii  lawful  commands,  to  be  fubjeft  to  their 
'  authority  for  confcience  fake  ;  and  that  infidelity 
'  and  difference  in  religion  doth  not  make  void  the 

*  magiflrates  juft  and  legal  right,  nor  free  the  people 

*  from  due  obedience  to  them.*  So  that  their  ac- 
tions, during  this  reign,  when  turbulent  fa£lions 
were  bandying  one  another,  (bowed  a  venerable 
decorum.  And  the  Queen  was  fenfible  of 
their  loyalty,  as  is  evident  from  the  preamble  of  a 
charter  granted  by  her,  and  Henry  her  hufband, 
under  her  great  feal,  to  the  provoft,  council,  and 
communities  of  the  faid  burgh,  and  their  fuccef* 
fors,  *  Of  all  and  haill  the  fuperiority  of  the  vil- 

*  lage  of  Leith,  with  the  pertinents  and  fuperioii- 

*  ty  of  the  inhabitants  and  indwellers  of  the  famen, 

*  as  of  ths  houfes,  tenements,  annualrents,  links, 

*  orchards,  profits,  duties,  fervices,  tenants,  ten- 

*  WeitminlkrConftirion  of  Faith,  chap,  ss.ftcl-  4. 


<if  t/jeTjLVE  Blanket.  79 

.*  andrles,  fervices  of  free  tenants,  &c.*  xA>s  is  ?.t 
mo'e  length  ex  )re(l  in  the  faid  iafeoff  neiit,  dated 
the  4th  day  of  Oclober  1  565,  and  the  ift  and  ijA 
years  of  their  reign.  Which  fuperiority  of  Leith,. 
t'nc  magillrates  of  Edinburgh,  by  a  letter. pfrever- 
fi&n,  difponcd  back  to  the  faid  Qjeen  Mary,  under 
reverfiou  of  ten  thoufand  merks  ufual  money  of 
Scotland.  This  fnpcrioriry  of  Leiih  was  thereaf- 
ter, by  her  fon  and  fucceiT.)r  King  James  VI. 
affigned,.!©  his  beloved  counfcllor  Sir  JuhnMait- 
land  of  Thirleflon  his  chancellor  arid  fecre.taiys  his 
hgirs  and  affignics,  dated  the  7t.h  of  July  15^7,13- 
tifi<"d  and  approven  by  the  dates  of  parliament  the 
29th  day  of  the  month  and  year  forefaid  ;  which 
reverfion,  is  renounced  by  John  Lord  Thirlefton, 
fon  and  heir  to  the  faid  Sirjohn  Maicland,  wiih  ad- 
vice and  confent  cf  Sir  John  Cockburn  of  Chrlc- 
ingtoun  his  tutor  teilamtntor,  In  favours  of  the 
provoft,  bailies,  council,  deacons  of  craits,  and 
community  of  the  faid  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  as  is 
at  length  contaii}c<i  in  tns  laids  letters  of  lenuoA:!- 
atioh,  of  the  date  the  'x.8lh  of  December  i6^j) 
and  ratified  by  the  Juid  John  Lord  rhiiiciioun,  to 
the  faids  provoif,  baides,  council,  deacons  of 
crafts,  and  community  of  the  faid^burghj  the  24th 
of  November  1614, 

Thk   loyal  crafts  of  Edinburgli   gave  furprifin^ 
evidences  of  their  Joyalty  to  their  King,  and  <-rati. 
G  3 
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tuJe  for  the  privileges  of  the  Blue  Blankety  during 
the  long  and  peaceful  reign  of  the  firft  proteftant 
King  of  Scotland,  (who  with  learning  and  elo- 
quence defended  the  reformation  againft  cardinal 
Robert  Bellarmine,  one  of  the  ftouteft  pillars  of 
the  Piomifh  hierarchy,  and  fhowed  how  well  he 
merited  the  royal  title,  defender  of  the  faith.) 

Bur  before  I  proceed  to  this  reign,  I  muft  re- 
late two  remarkable  paflages  relating  to  the  crafts, 
t\  hicb  I  had  almoft  omitted- 

Whfn  fa£lion  and  tumult  pofiefled  an  abfolute 
and  unlimited  f»vay,  during  this  Queen's  reign, 
the  loyalty  of  the  crafts  was  not  at  aii  diminiflicd: 
for  when  the  Qu^een  had  recourfe  to  arms,  to  op- 
pofe  the  Earl  of  Murray  and  his  aflbciates,  who, 
under  pretence  of  bringing  the  Earl  of  Bothwel, 
her  hufband,  to  a  fair  trial,  as  acceflary  to  the 
late  King  Henry's  murder,  bad.  Anno  1567, 
raifed  an  army  againft  her,  and  made  her  prifoner 
at  Carbcrry-hill ;  (lie  was  brouglit  to  Edinburgh  5 
where,  in  flead  of  allowing  her  the  ufe  of  her 
palace,  fhe  was  fl^ut  up  in  the  provoft's  houfe. 
As  Ihe  entered  the  city,  covered  with  tears  and 
duft,  and  in  a  garb  far  below  her  birth  and  merit, 
and  infuked  by  the  mob,  who  cried,  Burn  the 
wjhore  :  *  ifurn  the  parricide.     This  flie  bore  with 

'*  Crawford's  Memoirs,  p.  38.  ^.nd  Melviil's  iMc- 
hioirf;  p.  84. 
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fortitude  of  mind  becoming  a  Chriftian,  and  a 
Queen  ;  but  next  morning,  when  (he  opened  the 
wijidows,  and  beheld  not  only  ftrong  guards  placed 
before  the  entry  to  the  houfe,  but  a  banner  dif- 
played  on  the  ftreet,  on  which  was  painted  her 
deadhufband,  King  Kenry,  benciuN  the  fliade  of 
a  tree,  with  the  young  prince  by  his  fide,  and  the 
motto,  Judge  and  revenge  my  cauje^  (J  LOR  Z>, 
{he  burft  into  tears,  and  complained  againlt  the 
afFionts  fVte  received,  begging  the  people  to  com- 
paffionate  her,  now  become  a  captive.  The  honed 
craft?,  joined  with  other  loyal  citizens,  pierced 
with  pity  to  fee  their  fovereign  thus  ufed,  and  their 
enfign  difplayed,  where  the  enfign  of  the  Blue  Blan^ 
ket  ufed  to  be  ere£led  in  the  caufe  of  loyalty, 
crowded  to  the  place,  and  compelled  the  confpi- 
rators  to  reftorc  her  to  the  palace  of  Holy-rood- 
houfc, 

1  MUST  indeed,  as  a  faithful  hiftoriographer> 
relate  that,  Anno  1571, when  the  afibciatorsagainft 
the  Queen  held  a  parliament  in  the  Canongatc 
the  city  of  Edinbuigh  being  pofldied  by  thcloyal- 
ift  troops,  the  C-fts,  who  believed  their  religion 
to  be  in  eminent  danger,  difplayed  the  Blue  Bl.irt* 
ket  (which,  in  ancient  times,  they  were  in  ule  to 
do  for  the  defence  of  religion)  at  the  town  of 
Leith,  as  Mr  Crawford,  Hilloricgrapher  to  Queen 
Anne,  rdates  it,  in  his  memoirs  of  the  affairs  of 
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Scotland,  during  the  reign  of  Q^een  Mary,  p. 
2IO.     '  The  citizens,  who  either  ]iked    not  the 

*  Queen,  or  the    new  magidrates,  went  ofF  in  an 

*  intire  body  to  Leiih,  and  fet  up  their  own  ftan- 
c  dard ;  upon  which  was  vN^ritten,  in  goiaen  let- 
«  tera,  For  God  and  the  King  ;  and  vanquiQicd  the 
<  loyalifts/ 

.  I  NOW  proceed  to  the  reNfn  of  King  James 
VI.  of  Scotland,  and  I  oF  England. 

The  ciry  of  Edinburgh  gave  the  highefl:  tefli- 
nronie^  of  their  love  and  loyalty  to  their  infant  fo- 
vereign  that  they  were  capable  of,  and  oppofed  the 
earl  of  IVlorron  regent,  who  ruled  the  roalt,  and 
over  awed  the  young  King's  inclinations  to  mercy. 
Morton,  to  gain  tlie  affections  of  the  .citizens  of 
Edinburgh,  Anno  1579,  caufed  fummon  a  parli- 
ament to  meet  at  Ed iii burgh »  and  the  King  to 
leave  Stirling,  where  fornritrly  pariiamentii  were 
held  When  his  Majefiy,  upon  his  journey  to 
the  c?piral  city,  came  near  the  Wed  port,  he  a- 
lighted  from  his  horfe,  and  a  flately  canopy  of 
purple  coloured  velvet  being  he]  -  ^ver  his  head,  he 
received  the  magiilrates  of  the  city,  who  came 
bare  headed  all  the  way  without  the  gate  ;  within 
the  gate  flood  Solomon,  with  a  numerous  train  in 
Jewifli  habits,  with  the  two  women  contending 
for  the  childj  as  is  recoided,   i  Kings  iii. 


c/zZ'^  Blue  Blanket.  S^ 

V  As  his  Majefty  afcended  the  Weft-bow,  there 
hung  down  from  the  arch  of  the  old  p®rt  a  large 
globe  of  polifhed  brafs,  out  of  which  a  little  boy^ 
cloathed  like  a  Cupid,  defcended  in  a  machine, 
and  prefented  him  with  the  keys  of  the  city  all 
made  of  malTy  filver,  and  very  artificially  wrought; 
an  excellent  concert  of  mufic  all  the  while  accom- 
panying the  action. 

When  he  came  down  the  high  ftreet  as  far  as 
the  tolbooth,  Peace,  Plenty,  ynd  Juftice  met  him, 
and  harangued  him  in  Greek,  Latin,  and  Scottifh 
languages.  Oppofite  to  the  great  Church  iiood 
Religion,  who  addrefled  him  in  the  Hebrew 
tongue:  upon  which  he  was  pleafed  to  enter  the 
Church,  where  Mr.  Lawfon,  a  Prelbyterian  di- 
vine, made  a  learned  difcourfe  in  behalf  of  thefc 
of  the  rtfformed  religion. 

Whem  his  Majcfty  came  out,  Bacchus  fat 
mounted  on  a  gilded  hogrtiead  at  the  market  crofs, 
diftributing  wine  in  large  bumpers,  the  trumpets 
all  the  while  founding,  and  the  people  ciying, 
Codfave  the  King,  At  the  eaft  gate  was  ereded 
his  Majelly's  nativity,  and  above  that,  the  genea- 
logies of  all  the  bcots  Kings,  from  Fergus  !• 
AH  the  windows  were  hung  with  pictures  and  rich 
tapeitry^  the  itreets  ftrowed  with  flowerS;  and  the 
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cannon    firing    from    the   caflle,  till   his    Majefty 
reached  his  palace. 

NoTWiTriSTA'  DING  all  this  pomp  and  cere- 
mony, which  exprefled  the  love  and  reverence 
both  clergy  and  laity  bore  to  his  faced  Majedy, 
there  was  a  fudden  change  of  all,*irs.     For, 

Presbyterian  government  was  eftablifhed  in 
the  churcti  of  Scoiland,  Anno,  1592,  f  which, 
it  is  probable,  the  wife  King  ;vould  not  have  al- 
tered, had  not  the  Englifli  cier;;)  intlucnced  him  to 
admit  thoughrs  of  relloiing  Epifccpary  ;  which  the 
Scots  clergy  perceiving,  ftrove  to  oppofe  his  pur- 
pofe,  and  ftrengthcn  their  own  intrell  New  de- 
bate s  arifing  j^rew  to  that  high%  that  in  the  year 
1596,  foiiie  nobkmcn,  baronr-,  and  r^Tiniiteis  be- 
ing  ajBTcriibied  at  Edinburgh,  and  perceiving, 
that  the  procefs  laid  again  it  Mr.  David  Black,  who 
was  profecute  before  the  privy  council  for  feditious 
fermons,  as  then  termed,  and  flirring  up  the  peo- 
ples againft  their  Sovereign,  wronged  the  privileges 
of  their  eccUfiallic  difcipliae  ;  and  wiihal,  being 
difpleafed  at  the  clemency  fliown  to  the  Popifli 
Lords^  were  filled  with  refentment. 

The   King  having  diiT..lved  the  commidion  of 
\  Billiop  Guthry's  Memoirs. 
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the  General  Aflembly  by  his  rcyal  proclamation  *, 
declaring  it  an  unlawful  convocation.  I'he  com* 
miffion  refolved,  *  That  fince  they  were  conveened 
*  by  Cii^^ist's  warrant  to  fee  into  the  good  of  the 
'  church,  Et  ne  quid  Eccle/ia  detrimenti  caperct^ 
',  they  fhould  continue-,'  and  fent  fome  of  their 
number  to  the  Oclavians,  (that  was  the  title  com- 
monly given  to  the  eight  counfellors  that  were 
trufted  with  the  King's  affairs)  to  advertife  them  of 
the  church's  troubles,  proceeding  from  their  coun. 
fels,  and  thereafter  petitioned  the  King  himfelf, 
which  was  lejetled,  and  a  pioteftation  entered  a- 
gainft  the  refufal',  but  fome  noblemen,  with  Mr. 
Robert  Bruce,  havirg  piocured  accef.-;  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  Mr.  Robert  faid,  They  were  fent  by  the 
noblemen  and  barons  to  bemoan  the  dangers 
threatened  to  religion,  by  the  King's  dealings  a- 
gainit  the  true  profelTors,  What  dangers  do  you 
difccver  ?  faid  the  King.  Under  communing,  faid 
the  other,  our  befl  affected  people,  that  tender  re- 
ligion, are  difcharged  the  town.  The  King  afked^ 
who  they  were  that  durfl  conveen  againil  his  pro- 
clamation ?  The  Lord-Lindfay  replied,  they  durft 
do  more  than  fo,  and  that  they  would  not  fuffer 
religion  to  be  oveithrown.  Numbers  of  people 
were,  by  this  time,  thronging  unniannerly  into 
the  room  ;  whereupon  the  King  not  making  any 
anfwer,  arofe,  and  went  where  the  judges  fat  ccm- 
*  Spotifwoud's  Ciiiirch  Kiflory. 
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manding  the  doors  to  be  (hut.     They  that  were 
fent  to  the  King  returning  to  the  church,  told,  that 
that  they  were  not  heard  ;  and  that  therefore  they 
were  to  think  of  fome  other  courfe.      No  courfe, 
faid  the  Lord  Lindfay,  but  let  us  ftay  together  who 
are  here,  to  ftand  faft  to  one  another,  and  advertifc 
cur  friends  and  favourers  of  religion  to  come  in  to 
us :    For  it  (ball  be  either  theirs  or  ours.     In  con- 
fequence  of  this  concert,  they  pitched  upon  the 
Lord  Claud  Hamilton  to  be  their  head,  and  dif- 
patched  a  letter  to  him  figned  by  Mr.  Robert  Brucc^ 
and  Mr.   Walter  Balcanqual,  to  come  with  dili- 
gence and  accept  the  charge  :  but  the  fury  of  the 
multitude  who  attended  that  meeting,  heated  by 
the  Lord    Lindfay*s   unhappy  exprefllon,  did  not 
fufFcr  them   to  wait   upon  the   General's  coming, 
but  prefently  leapt   to   arms.     Some  cried,  Bring 
out  Haman  ;  others  cried,  The  fword  of  the  Lord 
And  9f  Oi  'eon ;   the  day  /hall  be   theirs   or    ours. 
And  fo  great  was  the  zeal  of  the  unwary  populace, 
that  taking  their  march,  they  went  ftraighf  towards 
the  tolbooth  of  Edinburgh ^  where   the  King  and 
his    council   were   then   fitting,  and   would  have 
forced  open  the  doors,  which,  upon    the   noife  of 
the  tumult,  were  fhut,  had  not  his  Majefty*s  ftan- 
derd  bearer,  John  Wat,  deacon  conveener  of  the 
trades,  drawn    up,  his  lads,    the  foldiers   of  the 
Blue  Blankety  and  kept  the  rabble  back   till  their 
fever  cooled,  and  the  Earl  of  Mar,  from  ihe  caftle, 
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fent  a  company  of  mufqueteers  to  guard  the  King, 
which  his  lieutenant  quickly  brought  down  the 
Caftlc'bank  to  the  Grafs-marker,  and  from  thence 
marched  to  the  foot  of  Forrefter's-wynd,  and  en- 
tering by  the  back  ftairs,  came  where  the  King 
was;  then  the  King  commanded  to  open  the  doors, 
and  advanced  to  the  ftrcet.  Upon  notice  whereof. 
Sir  Alexander  Home  of  Northberwick,  provoft  o^ 
Edinburgh,  with  the  crafts,  convoyed  the  King  to 
his  royal  palace  at  Holy- rood- houfe  ;  from  whence* 
next  morning,  he  went  to  Linlithgow,  where  he 
fworc,  *  Had  it  not  been  for  the  loyalty  of  the 
«  crafts,  he  would  have  burnt  the  town  of  Ediii- 
<   burgh,  and  falted  it  with  fait. 

By  the  ftedfaft  adherence  of  the  crafts  to  their 
Sovereign,  even  when  they  did  not  approve  of, 
but  were  forry  for  his  acting^y^mr  capital  citv  was 
prefer ved  from  deftru£i:ion,  as  by  their  behaviour 
afterwards,   it  flourilhed  in  his  favours. 

O  N  the  lafl:  of  that  month  of  December,  the 
King  came  to  Leith,  and  (laid  there  all  night, 
giving  orders  for  his  entry  into  the  town  of  Edin- 
burgh next  morning,  which  he  did,  and  called  for 
the  magiftratcs,  to  hear  what  they  had  to  fay  for  the 
late  tumult ;  who,  in  obedience  to  his  Majefty's 
commands,  ccmpeared  before  him  and  his  courti- 
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crs,  and  cleared  themfelves  to  his  Majeily's  con* 
#idion.     For  SpotiCwood  tells  us,  That, 

> 
Sir  Alexander  Home,  provofl, Rodger  M*Math, 
George  Todiick,  ^Patrick  Cochran,  and  Alexan- 
der Hunter,  bailies,  with  a  number  of  the  town- 
council,  falling  down  on  their  knees  before  the 
King,  prefented  the  following  offers 

*  That  for  pacifying  his  Majefly's  wrath,  and 

*  fatisfying  the  Lords  of  council,  they  fliould,  up- 

*  on  their  oath,   purge  themfelves  of  all  know- 

*  ledge,  or  partaking  in  the  faid  tumult ;  and  as 
«  they  had  already  made  a  diligent  fearch  to  find 

*  out  the  authors  j   io  they  Ihould  not  ceafe,  until 

*  they  had  brought  the  trial  to  the  utmoft  point ; 

*  or,  if  his  Majefty  and  council  fliould  think  fit  to 

*  take  the  examination,  they  fhould  willingly  re- 
«  fign  their  places  to  fuch  as  his  Highnefs  would  ap- 
«  point,   and  affift  him  according  to  their  power  ; 

*  And,  becaufe  his  M^ijc^liy  had  taken  that  tumult 

*  to  proceed  fron  certain  fermons  preached  by 
c  their  minifters,  they  fliould  be  expelled  the  city, 
<  never  to  return,  without  his  Majefly's  warrant.' 
Upon  which,  the  King  was  reconciled  to  them. 

Thus  the  crafts  behaved  as  loyally  at  this  junc* 
ture,  as  they  did  during  the  troubles  occafioned  by 
the  Earl  of  Both  we;,  when  the  King  was  affaultcd 
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in  his  palace  of  Holy-rood-houfe,  which  obliged 
him  to  cry  aloud  from  the  windows,  Treafon, 
Treafon, 

.  The  report  of  the  accident  going  to  the  city  of 
Edinburgh,  the  citizens  went  to  arms,  and  made 
towards  the  palace  to  give  the  King  relief,  who 
(howed  himeflf  from  a  window  to  the  peoplcj  gave 
them  tnanks  for  their  readinefs,  and  defired  them 
to  return  to  their  dwellings.  As  the  citizens  gave 
repeated  inftances  of  their  valour  and  loyalty  ta 
the  King,  while  hq  rcfided  amongft  us,  fo  after 
his  accelFion  to  the  throne  of  England,  and  when 
he  returned  to  his  native  country,  Scotland,  and 
made  his  entry  into  Edinburgh,  16  of  May  1617, 
joy  appeared  in  every  one  of  their  countenances  j 
they  were  ready  to  cry  out  in  the  words  of  Ben- 
Johnlloa*s  magnetick  lady. 

Now  let  our  longing  eyes  enjoy  their  feaft^ 
Andjiil  of  thec^  our  fair  JJyap'd  God- like  man* 
Thou  art  a  banquet  unto  all  our  Jenjcs  ; 
Thy  form  dothfeafi  our  ees^  thy  voice  our  e^trs^ 
As  if  we  Jelt  it  ductile  thro*  our  blood. 

This  pafTnnace  love  is  gracefully  exprefl  by  the 
famous  poet  and  orator,  William  Drummond  of 
H  2 
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Hathornden,  in  his  fpeech  to  the  King,  in  name 
of  the  town  of  Edinburgh. 

'  SIR,  If  nature  could  fuffer  rocks  to  move 
*^  and  abandon  their  natural  places,    this   town, 

*  founded  on  the  ftrength  of  rocks,   (now  by  the 

*  clearing  rays  of  your  Majefty'a  prefence,  taking 
'  not  only  motion  but  lifej  had,  with  her  caftle, 

*  temples,  and  houfes»   moved  towards  you,  and 

*  befeeched  yon  to  have  acknowledged  her  your*s, 

*  and  her  indwellers  your  mod  humble  and  afFec- 
^  tionate  fubjedls  ;  and  to  believe  how  many  fouls 

*  are  within  her  circuits,  fo  many  lives  are  devoted 

*  to  your  facred  perfon  and  crown.     And  here, 

*  Sir,  {he  offers,  by  me,  to  the  altar  of  your  glo- 

*  ry,    whole   hecatombs  of    mod    hearty  defires, 
«  praying  all  things  may  prove  profperous  to  you, 

*  that  every  virtue   and  heroic  grace  which  make 

*  a  prince  eminent,   may,  with  a  long  and  blefTed 

*  government,  attend  youj  your  kingdoms  flourifh- 

*  ing   abroad    with    bays,    at   home    with   olives. 

*  Prefeniing  you,  Sih,  who  art  the  ftrong  key  of 
<  this   little   world   of    Britain,    with  thefe    keys, 

*  which  cad  up  the  gates  of  her  affe£lion,  and  de- 

*  fign   you  power  to  open   all  the  fprings  of  the 

*  hearts  of  thofe  her  mod  loyal  citizens  ;   Yet  this 

*  almoft  were  not  necelTary  :  For  as  the  rofe,  at 
«  the  fair  approach  of  the  morning  fun,  difplays 

*  and  fpreads  her  purples  ;  fo,  at  the  ver/  noife  o 


^f  the  Blue  Blanket.  pr 

*  your  happy  return  to  this  your  native  country, 

*  their  hearts,    if  they  could  have  fluncd  through 

*  their   breafts,     were    with   joy  and  fnir   hopes, 

*  made  fpacious,  nor  did  thty  tver,  in  all  parts, 
5  feel  a  Aioie  comfortable  heat,    t'-in  the  glory  of 

*  your  prcfence  at  this  time  darts  upon  chem. 

<  The  old  forget  their  age,  and  look  frefh  and 
•"  young,  at  the  appearance  of  fo  gracious  a  princej 

*  the  young  bear  a  part  in  yoir  -velcome,   dcfiring 

*  many  years  of  life,  that  they  may  ferve  you  long. 

*  All  have  more  joys  than  tongues  :  For  as  the 

*  words  of  other  nations  go  far  beyond,    and  fur- 

*  pafs  the  affe(fi:ions  of  their  heart  j  fo,  in  this  na- 

*  tion,  the  afFe6lion  of  their  hearts  Is  far  above  all 

<  they  can  exprefs  by  words.  Deign  then,  Sir, 
•-  from  the  higheft  of  Majefty,  to  look  down  on 
'  their  lownefs,  and  embrace  it,  accept  the  hom- 

*  age  of  their   hunble  minds,  accept  their  great 

<  good  will,    which  they  have  ever  carried  to  the 

*  high  defeits  of  your  anceflors,  and  fiiali  ever  to 
«  your  own^    and   your  royal   race     whild  thefe 

<  rocks    (hall   be    overfhadowed    with    buildings, 

*  buildings  inhabited  by  men  ;    and  while   men 

*  be  indued  either  with  counfel  or  courage,  or  en- 

*  joy  any  piece  of  reafon,  fenfe,  or  life. 

This  fpeech  was  followed  by  another,  deliver^ 
H3 
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ed  at  the  Weft  port  of  Edinburgh,  when  his  Ma- 
jcfty  entered,  by  Mr.  John  Hay,  towncleik  de- 
pute. 

•  HOW  joyful  your  Mg^jefty's  return  (gracious 
«  and  dread  Sovereign)  is  to  this  your  native  town» 
«  from  that  kingdom,  due  to  your  facred  perfon, 
«  by  royal  defcent,    th?  countenances  and  eyes  of 

*  your   Majefty's    loyal   fubjedls    fpeak   for   their 

*  hearts.     This  is  that  happy  day  of  our  new  birth, 

*  ever  to  be  retained  in  frefh  memory,  with  con- 

*  fidcration  of  the  goodnefs  of  Almighty  God 

*  confidered,    with    the    acknowledgment  of    the 

*  fame,   acknowledged  with  admiration,    admired 

*  with  love,  and  loved  with  joy  ;  wherein  our 
■  eyes  behold   the  greateft   humane  felicity   our 

*  heaMs  could  wifli,  which  is  to  feed  upon  the 
<  royal  countenance  of  our  true  Phoenix,  the 
'  bright  ftar  of  our  Northern  firmament,    the  or- 

*  nament  of  our  age,  wherein  we  are  refreflied 
«  and  revived  with  the  h(^at,    and  bright  beams  of 

*  cur  fun,    (the  powerful  adamant  of  our  wealth) 

*  bv  whofe  removing  from  our  hemifphcre,  we 

*  were  darkned,  deep  forrow  and  fear  poflefling 
"  our  hearts,  (without  envying  of  your  Majefty's 

*  happinefs  and  felicity)    our  places  of   folace  ever 

*  giving  a  uev/   heat  to  the  fever  of  the  languiOi- 

*  ing  remembrance  of  our  happinefs  5  the  very 
«  hiils  and  groves,  accuftoraedof  before  to  be  rc« 
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*  fiefhed  with  the  dew  of  your  Majefly's  prefence, 

*  not  putting  on  their  wonted  apparel,  but  with 

*  pale  looks  reprefenting  their  mifery  for  the   de- 
«  parture  of  their  royal  King. 

'  I  MOST  humbly  beg  pardon  of  your  mofl;  fa- 

•  cred  Majefty,  who,  mod  unworthy,  and  ungar- 

•  niflied  by  art  or  nature  with   rhetorical  C!:>lours, 

•  have  prefumed  to  deliver  your  facred  Majefty^ 
formed  by  nature,  and  framed  by  art  and  cdaca- 

<  tion  to  the  perfc6^ion  of  all  eloquence,  the  pub- 

•  lie  meflage  of  your  Majeity's  loyal  fubjetls  berc 

•  conveened,  on  the  knees  of  my  heart,  bclcech- 

*  ing  your  facred  Majefty,    that  my  obedience  to 

<  my  fuperior's  commands,  may  be  a  facrifice  ac- 

*  ceptable  to  expiate  my  prefumption,  your  Ma- 

•  jelty*s  wonted  clemency  may  give  ftrength  and 
'  vigour  to  my  diftruftful  fpirits,  in  gracious  ac- 

•  ceptance  of  that  which  fliall  be  delivered,  and 

*  pardon  my  efcapes.     Receive  then,  dread  Sovc- 
(  reign,    from   your   Majefly's   faithful  and   loy- 

♦  al  fubjedts  the  magiftrates  and  citizens  of  your 

•  highnefs's  good  town  of  Edinburgh,    fuch  wel- 

*  come  as  is  due  from  thefe,  who,  with  thankful 

*  hearts,    do   acknowledge   the  infinite   blefTmgs 

*  plenteoufly  flowing  to  them  from  the  paradife  of 
'  your  Majefty's  unfpotted   goodnefs  and  virtue, 

wiihing   your  Majefty's  eyes   might  pierce  into 
i  their  very  hearts,  to  behold  the  exceffive  joy  in- 
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*  wardly  conceived  of  the  firft  meffenger.      Your 

<  Majefty's  princely  refolution  to  vidt  your  Majef- 

<  ty^sgood  town,  encreafed  by  your  Majefty's  coun* 

<  tenance,  in  profecuting  what  wa"  fo  happily  in- 

*  tended,  and  new  accomplifhed  by  your  Majefty's 

*  fortunate  and  fafe  return,  which  no  tongue,  how 
^  liberal  foever,  is  capable  to  exprefs.     Who  ihall 

*  confider  with  an  impartial  eye,    the  continual 

<  carefulnefs  your  Majefty  had  over  us  from  your 

<  tender  years,  the  fettled  temper  of  your  Majefty's 

*  government,    wherein  the  niceft  eye  could   find 

*  no  fpot ;  yourfelf,  as  the  life  of  the  country,  the 

*  father  ot  the  people,  inltrucling  not  fo  much  by 

*  precept,  as  example  ;    your  Majefty 's  court  the 

*  marriage  place  of  wifdom   and  godlinefs    with 
'  out  impiety,   cannot  refufe  to  avouch  :  But  as 

*  your  prudence  has  won  the  prize  horn  all  Kings 

*  and  £mpeiors,  that  ftand  in  the  degree  of  com* 

*  parifon  \    fo  hath    your   Majefty's    government 

*  been  fuch,   that  every   man's  eye  may  be  a  mef^ 

*  fenger  to  his  mind,  that  your  Majefty  ftands  the 
<  quinteflence  of  ruling  flt.ill  oi  all  profperous  and- 

*  peaceable  government,  much  wifliefi  by  our  fore*- 

*  fathers,    but   moft    abundantly   enjoyed   by   us, 

*  praifed  be   God,    under  your  facred  Majefty.. 

*  For  if  we  ftiall,  in  a  view,  lay  before   us  the 
'  times  bypaft,    even  fince  the  firft  foundation  of 

*  the  kingdom,    and  therein  confider  your  Majef- 

*  ty's  moft  noble  progenitors,  they  were  indeed  all 
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princes  renowned  for  their  virtues,  not  inferior 
to  any  Kings  or  Emperors  of  their  time,  they 
maintained  and  delivered  their  virgin  fcepters 
unconquered,  from  age  to  age,  from  the  foun- 
dation of  the  mod  violent  floods  of  conquering 
fwords,  which  overwhelmed  the  reft  of  the  whole 
earth,  and  carried  the  crowns  of  al!  other  Kings 
of  this  terreftrial  b^^ll  unto  thraldom;  but  far 
fhort  of  your  Majefty's  nature,  having  placed  in 
your  facred  perfon  alone,  what  in  every  one  of 
them  was  excellent,  the  fenate  houfe  of  the  pla- 
nets being,  as  it  were  conveened  at  your  Majef- 
ty's birth,  for  decreeing  of  all  perf£lions  in  your 
royal  perfon,  the  heavens  and  earth  witnefling 
your  heroical  frame,  no  influence  whatfoever 
being  able  to  bring  the  fame  to  a  higher  degree. 
If  we  (hall  bring  to  mind  the  tumultuous  days 
of  your  Majefty's  more  tender  years,  and  there- 
in your  Majefty's  prudence,  wifdom  and  con- 
ftancy,  in  uniting  the  disjointed  members  of  the 
common  wealth,  who  will  not,  with  the  Queen 
of  Sheba,  confefs  he  has  feen  more  wifdom  in 
your  royal  perfon,  than  report  hath  brought  to 
foreign  ears;  and  there  is  not  of  any  eftate  or 
age  within  this  kingdom,  who  has  not  had  parti- 
cular experience  of  the  fame,  and  fenfibly  felt 
the  fruits  thereof,  the  fire  of  civil  difcord,  which, 
as  a  flame,  devoured  us,  was  thereby  quenched, 
every  man  polT^Jed  his  own  in  peace,  reaping 
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*  that  which  he  had  fown,  and  enjoying  the  fruits 

*  of  his  own  labours,  your  Majefty's  great  vigi* 
'  lance  and  godly  zeal  in  propagating  the  gofpe], 
«  and  defacing  the  monumenrs  of  idolatry,  banifli- 

*  ing  that  Roman  antlchrifljan  hierarchy,     and 

*  eftablilhing   our    church,     repairing   the   ruins 

*  thereof,  prote6ling  us  from   foreign   invafions, 

*  the  rich   trophies    of    your    Majefty's  vidories 

*  more  powerfully  atchieved  by  your  facred  wif* 

*  dom,    deferves  more  worthily  than  thofe  of  the 

*  Caefars,  fo  much  extolled  by  the  ancients.     All 

*  ages  fliall  record,  and  pofterity  blefs  Almighty 
'  God,  for  giving  us  their  fore-fathers  a  King,  in 

*  heart  upright  as  David,  wife  as  Solomon,  and 

*  godly  as  JoGas. 

•And  who  can  better  witnefs  your  Majefty's 

*  royal  favour  and  beneficence,    than  this   your 

*  good  town  of  Edinburgh,  which  being  founded 

*  in  the  days  of  that  worthy  King  Fergus  I.  the 

*  fir  ft  builder  of  the  kingdom,  and  famous  for  her 

*  unfpottcd  fidelity  to  your  Majefty's  moft  noble 
progenitors,  was  by  them  enriched  with  many 
freedoms,  privilcdgcs  and  dignities  ;  all  which 

*  your  Mijefty  not  only  confirmed,  but  alfo,  with 
acceffion  of  many  more  enlarged ;  beautified  her 

*  with  a  new  eie^led  college,  famous  for  profef- 

*  fion  of  all  liberal  leiences,  fg  that  flie  juftly 
'  doth  acknowledge  your  Maje^y  the  author  and 
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conferver  of  her  peace,  her  facred  phyfician, 
who  binds  up  the  wounds  of  her  diftradied  com- 
naon  wealth,  the  only  magnes  of  her  profperiry, 
and  the  true  fountain,  from  whence  under  God, 
all  her  happinefs  and  felicity  floweth,  and  doth 
in  all  humility  record  your  Majefty's  royal  favour 
extended  to  her  at  all  times. 

'  Neither  hath  the  ocean  of  your  Majefty's 
virtues  contained  itfelf  within  the  precindb  of  this 
iflc  ;  What  ear  is  fo  barbarous,  that  hath  not 
heard  of  the  fame  of  your  Majefty  ?  What  fo- 
reign piincc  is  not  indebted  to  your  facred  wif- 
dom  ?  What  reformed  church  doth  not  blefs 
your  Majefty's  birth  day,  is  it  not  proteded  un- 
der the  wings  of  your  facred  authority,  from  anti- 
chriftian  locuf^s,  whofe  walls,  by  the  facred  wif» 
dom  wherewith  your  facred  perfon  is  endowed, 
hath  been  battered  and  (haken  more,  than  did 
the  Goths  and  Vandals  the  old  frame  of  the 
fame,  by  the  fword  :  And  for  your  facred  virtue, 
your  Majefty  deferves  to  be  Monarch  of  the 
world  ;  So  for  your  piety  and  unfeigned  zeal,  in 
propagating  and  maintaining  the  gofpel,  does 
of  due,  appertain  to  your  Majefty,  the  titles  of 
moft  Chriftian  and  Catholic  Kirig. 

*  FoK  all  which,  your  Majefly's  moft  royal  fa- 
vours,  having  nothing  to  render,  but  that  which 


98  An  Hijlorical  Account 

<  is  due,  wc  your  Majefty*s  moft  humble  fubjc6ls, 

*  proftrate  at  your  facred  feet,  lay  down  our  lives, 

*  goods,  liberties,  and  every  thing  that  is  dear  to 

*  us,  vowing  to  keep  to  your  facred  Majefty,  un* 

*  fpotted  loyalty  and  fubjef^ion,  and  ever  to  be 

*  ready  to  confecrate  and  facrifice  ourfelves    for 
«  maintainance  of   your  royal  perfon  and  eftate, 

<  praying  to  the  eternal,  our   God,    that  peace 
«  may  be  within  your  Majefty's  walls,  and  profpe- 

*  rity  within  your  palaces,  lengh  of  days  to  your 

*  facred  perfon  ;  that  from  your   Majefty's  loins 

*  may  never  be  wanting  one  to  fway'the  fcenter  of 

*  thefe  your  kingdoms,  and  that  mercy  may  be  to 
«  yourfelf  and  your  feed  for  ever. 

After  the  delivery  of  this  fpeech,  his  Majefty 
went  to  the  great  church  ;  and  there  having  heard 
fermon  from  the  archbiftiop  of  St.  Andrews,  pri- 
mate of  all  Scotland,  proceeded  on  his  march  to 
his  pal.Tce  of  Holy  rood-houfe  ;  at  the  gate  of  the 
inner  court  was  prefented  to  his  royal  hands,  a 
book  in  manufcript,  of  curious  and  learned  verfes 
in  Greek  and  Latin,  entitled,  Acadama  Eiinbur- 
gc7ifu  Congratu'attOy  and  a  fpeech  made  in  name 
of  that  univerfity  by  Mr.  Patiick  Nifbet.  Next 
day,  his  Majefty  was  pleafcd  to  honour  the  univer- 
fity with  his  prei'ence  at  a  philofophical  difputation 
in  the  oriental  languages,  by  the  profefTors  of  phi- 
lofophy,  Mr.  John  Adamfon,  Mr.  James  Fairly, 
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Mr.  Patrick  Sands,  Mr.  Andrew  Young,  Mr, 
James  R.-id,  and  Mr.  William  King.  V^hen  the 
exercife  was  over,  bis  Majcdy  was  pleafed  to  com- 
pliment the  difputants  in  the  following  poem, 
wliich  hj  them  was  varioufly  pain  Latin. 

Js  Adam  was  the  firfi  of  rmn^  whence  all  begin- 

fling  take  • 
So  ^.iX^m-ionwas  prefident.  an  Ifirft  man  ofthisn5t. 
The  Thefts  Fair-iie  did  defend^  which  tho'  they  Lies 

contain  ; 
Yet  were  fair  Lies,  and  he  the  fame  right  fairly  did 

miiintain. 
The  fi^ld  frji  entered  Mr.    Sands,    snd  there  he 

made  me  fee, 
That  not  all  Sands  are  barren  Sands^  hut  that  fame 

fertile  he. 
Then  Mr,  Young  mo/l  fubtily  the  Thefis  did  impugn* 
And  kyfhed  old  in  Ariltotle,     alihci'  his  name  be 

Young. 
To  him  fucceeded  Mr,  Rcid,  who  tho^  Red  be  his 

namey 
Need  neither  for  his  difp^ite  blufl),  nor  of  his  fpeech 

think  flyame, 
Laft  entered  Mr.  King  the  lijs,  and  difjpute  like  a 

Kingy 
f/ofu  rea/on  reigning  like  a  ^teen^  f-'Ould  mger 

under  bring,  '  > 

I 
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To  their  deferved  fraife  have  I  thus  play'd  upon 

their  names. 
And  wills  this  College  hence  be  caWd  the  College  of 

King  James. 

Manifold  honours  the  King  put  upon  this  his 
good  town  of  Edinburgh,  in  the  caftle  whereof  he 
was  born  ;  as  appears  by  the  infcription  yet  re- 
maining in  the  room,  where  his  mother  queen 
Mary  was  delivered  of  him,   which  runs  thus. 

0  Jf.su   Lo^d,  ivho  crownif  was  with  thorn, 
Preferve  the  birth  whais  badgie  here  is  horny 
'^   And  g-ant^   0  L  0  R  Dy  that  whatever  of  her 
proceed, 
J\I  ly  be  unto  tb,  honor  and  Glory.     Soe  heid. 

His  Majefly  by  a  charter  under  his  great  feal 
diipones  to  the  provoft,  bailies,  town  council,  and 
community  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  thejurif- 
diilion,  hdven  and  harbour  oi  Leith,  and  makes 
and  confiitutts  them  judges  amongft  the  fkippers, 
mafters  and  mariners  in  Leith,  and  all  ether  fkip- 
pers, mailers  and  failors,  as  well  his  fubje£ls,  as 
foreigners,  being  for  the  time  with  their  fliips, 
boats,  or  barks  within  the  fame  village  of  Leith, 
2i\A  harbour  of  the  fame,  in  all  fea  farcing  actions 
and  caufcs  whatfomever,  with  power  to  them,  to 
make  aOs  and  (latute?,  for  the  increafe  of  failing. 
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And  difpvones  to  them  the  prime  gilt  to  be  uplifted 
for  fuftaining  of  poor  indigent  fea  men  within  the 
faid  village  of  Leith,  forth  of  the  freight  of  every 
tun  of  goods,  in  manner  fpecified  in  the  faid  char- 
ter, to  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  faid  poor. 
This  charter  is  dated  at  Whitehall  3d  April    1616. 

By  another  charter  under  the  great  feal,  he  con- 
firms to  the  magiilrattts,  town-council,  crafts,  and 
coirimuuity  of  the  faid  burgh,  and  their  fuccciTors, 
all  former  inffcofFments  granted  to  them  by  his 
predccefTors^  of  the  heretable  offices  of  flieriff  lliipj 
crownry,  which  contains  a  new  gift  of  the  (lierifF* 
(liip  and  crownry  within  the  faid  burgh,  common 
mills  thereof,  common  muir^  marifli,  loch,  parr,, 
ftreets,  common  w.-.ys^  palliges  and  loimings  lead- 
ing to  and  from  the  famej  and  efpccially  the  paliage 
leading  to  Leith  upon  both  fides  of  the  water 
thereof,  and  to  the  faid  village  of  Leith,  haven  of 
the  famen,  and  vi'ithin  the  harbour  and  village  of 
Newhaven,  and  village  of  Leith,  havens,  roadr,. 
harbours  and  bulwarks  thereof,  and  within  the 
lands  of  common  clofcts,  burfhoilf,  p^flages,  and 
other  bounds  whatfoever,  lying  within  the  liberty 
of  the  faid  burgh  of  Edinburgh.  Dated  at  White- 
hall, 3d  April     616. 

B  Y  another  gift  under  his  great  feal,  grants  to 
I  2 
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the  faid  provoft,  baiiies  and  council,  the  power  of 
having  the  fword  carried  before  them,  riding  of 
the  marches  or  bounds  thereof,  and  of  the  office  of 
jufticc  of  peace,  in  manner  therein  contained. 
Dated  at  Whitehall,   loth  November  1609. 

B  Y  another  gift,  he  enlarges  their  powers  and 
jufiicea  of  peace,  in  which  they  are  infFeoiFt.  Da- 
ted at  Hampioun  Court,   25th  September  1612. 

B  Y  another  gift  and  infFeofFment,  grants  to 
them  all  fines  and  ammercraments,  belonging  to 
the  ofFice  of  (heriff-fhip  and  juftlctarles  of  peace. 
Dated  at  Whitehall,   17th  September  161  3. 

By  another  charter  under  the  great  feal,  dif- 
pones  to  them  the  ciiilom  or  exeife  (and  to  tbt?ir 
fuccefFors)  of  four  pounds  Scot?,  forth  of  every 
tun  of  wine  to  be  retailed  and  vented  in  fmalls 
within  the  faid  burgh,  liberties  and  jurifdiction  of 
the  fame,  te  be  uplifted  by  their  treafurers,  ccllec- 
tors,  and  others  in  their  names,  from  the  retailers, 
vintners,  tappers,  and  fellers  of  the  fame,  in  all 
lime  coming.  Dated  at  Vv'hiteball,  loth  Novem- 
ber 1609. 

B  Y  a  ratlncation  of  the  faid  gift,  and  new  dlf- 
p^yfition,  he  difpones  the  forefaid  cuilom  and  ex- 
c.ife  of  four  pound,   forh   of  every   tun   retailed 
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within  the  fald  burgh,  and  within  the  village  of 
Leiih,  in  all  parts  within  the  fame  upon  the  fouth- 
fide  of  the  water  of  Leith.  Dated  at  Hamptoun, 
25th  September  1 6  2» 

By  another  under  the  great  feal,  power  to  them 
and  theii  fucceffjrs,  to  erecl  a  weigh -hcufe  at  the 
0ver*tron  of  the  faid  burgh,  with  div^^rs  liberties, 
duties,  and  immunities  therein  contained.  Dated 
at  Pvoyfton,  9th  December  \6\i. 

By  a  charter  under  his  great  feal,  difpones  that 
part  of  the  lands  of  Highrigs,  containing  10  acres 
of  land  or  thereby.  Dated  at  Edinburgh,  30th 
July  1618.. 

By  a  gift  unier  his  great  feal,  gives  and  grants 
the  Jedgry  of  Salrnon,  herring,  and  white  fiih, 
packed  and  peilled  within  the  kirrgdom  of  Scotland. 
Dated  at  Roylton,   19th  Oilober  1618, 

B  y  another  gift  under  Iiis  great  feal,  the  power 
of  being  overfeers  and  vifiters  of  all  meafurers  and 
fellers  of  cloath,  ftuiFs,  and  ftockings,  made  in 
the  faid  village  of  Leith  and  fherifi'dom  of  Edin- 
burgh.    Dated  at  Whitehall,  8ih  IMarch  1621. 

By  a  charter  under  his  great  feal,  dated  at  Stir* 

13 
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ling,  14th  April  1582,  ratifying  a  charter  made 
by  Queen  Mary  under  her  grear  feal.  Dated  13th 
March  ^^66^  of  the  lands,  tenements,  houfes  and 
biggings,  churches,  chaphinries,  altarages  and 
prebendaries  Ir^  whatfoever  churches,  chaples  or 
colleges,  within  the  liberty  of  the  faid  burgh, 
founded  by  whatfoever  perfon,  tvhereof  the  faids 
chaplains  and  prebends  were  in  pofTeflion,  with  the 
yards,  orchards,  annualrents,  teinds,  fervices, 
prontS;  duties,  emoluments  which  pertained  there- 
to ^.vA  of  all  lands  which  pertained  to  the  black 
friars  and  gray  friars^ 

By  Tsnother  charter,  he  ratifies  and  approves  the 
(lemiffion  and  ratification  made  by  John  Gib^  in 
favours  of  the  faid  burgh,  of  the  provoftry  of  the 
Kirkfield,  haill  landc  and  biggings  belonging  to 
the  fame.  And  cifpones  the  liberty  of  a  college, 
and  repairing  fuflicient  houfes  for  accommodating 
the  prcfeflbrs  of  philofophy,  humanity  and  langua- 
ges, theology,  medicine,  law,  and  all  orher  fci- 
ences  j.  and  ereciing  fufficient  profefTors  for  teach- 
ing ihe  faid  profeffions ;  and  for  that  efre£l:,  dif- 
pcned  to  them  the  provoflry  of  Kirkfield,  with  the 
tsnemeots,  fruits,  pofltlTiGns,  rents  and  duties 
thereof. 

'    By  another  charter  under  his  great  feat,  4tlT  A» 
fiil  1584^  confidcring^  That  the  burgh  of  EdLa- 
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burgh  had  been  at  great  expences  in  erecting  the 
faicl  college,  and  had  gifted  great  fujYis  for  fullain- 
ing  the  profeflbrs,  for  inftruclin^  the  you^h,  he 
difponed  to  the  good  town,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid 
college,  and  for  maintainance  of  the  pri-.cipal  and 
regents,  the  arch-deanry  of  Lothian,  containing- 
the  parfonags  of  Curry,  with  the  manfe,  glebe 
and  kirk  lands,  teinds  and  duties  of  the  faiiie. 

By  another  charter  under  his  great  feal,  26th 
May  •587,  for  the  great  expences  wared  out  by 
the  good  town,  in  '•reeling  an  hofpital  for  main- 
taining their  minifters,  difponed  to  the  town  the 
provoftry  of  the  Trinity  college,  houfe-rents,  kirk- 
teinds,  and  fruits  thereto  pertaining, 

B  Y  another  charter  under  his  great  feal,  29th 
July  1587,  ratifies  the  infFeofFments  granted  by 
himfclf  and  Q^een  Mary  his  mother,  of  the  faid 
Kirk-lands,  Trinity  college,  provoftry  of  Kirkfield, 
and  arch-deanry  of  Lothian,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
miniilers,  college,,  and  poor. 

B  Y  another  charter  under  the  great  feal,  dated 
at  Bearboar  caftle,  161 2,  ratifies  all  former  grants 
of  the  faid  Kirk  lands,,  provoftries  of  Kirkfield, 
and  Trinity-college,  and  arch-deanry  of  Lothian,, 
with  a  new  gift  of  the  faids  haill  Kirk  landi  for 
Hj-aintaining  the  minilters,  college  and  poor. 
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Thus  did  that  juft  and  gracious  prince  fliov/ 
his  beneficence  to  our  nr^etropolis,  as  the  wife 
King  Solomon,  in  his  book  of  Ethicks,  remarks, 
IVhen  the  righteous  are  in  authority  the  city  rejoi* 
ceth;  but  when  the  wicked  hear  rule^  the  people 
mourn.  And  being  a  peaceful  prince  as  well  as 
generous,  he  poured  oil  into  the  wounds  of  his 
people,  and  healed  the  growing  contentions  be- 
twixt the  merchants  and  trades,  by  the  fubfequent 
decreet  arbitral. 

A  T  Halyraidhoufc,  the  twenty  twa  day  of  A- 
pryl»  the  yeir  of  God  one  thouland  five  hundred 
four  fcore  three  years  j  we  Robert  Faiilie  of  Braid, 
Sir  Archibald  Naper  of  Edinbeljie  knight,  and 
James  Johnlloun  of  Elphingftoun,  Judges  Arbi- 
trators, chofen  for  the  part  of  Mr.  Michael  Chif- 
holme,  Andrew  Sclater,  John  Adamfone,  and 
■William  Fairlie  bailies  of  Edinburgh,  Mr.  John 
Preftoun  dean  of  gild,  Mungo  Ruffel  treafurer, 
John  Johnftoun,  Robert  Ker  younger,  Henry 
Ci)a;ters,  John  Morifone,  William  Maul,  John 
Harwood,  John  Robertfone,  William  Inglis,  A- 
lexander  Naper,  V/illiam  Ncfbet  merchants  ;  be* 
ing  on  the  counfel  of  the  faid  burgh,  forthemfelves, 
and  in  name  and  behalf,  and  as  commiflioners  for 
iht  haill  merchants  indwellers  of  the  faid  burgh, 
on  the  ane  part,  and  John  Cockburn  of  Ormeftoun, 
Mr  Robert  Pont  provoft  of  the  Trinity- coliedge, 
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and  Mr.  David  Lindfey  minifter  of  Leith,  judges 
arbitrators  chofen  for  the  part  of  James  Ferguil>ne 
bovver,  John  Bairnsfather  tailyeour,  twa  of  the 
crafts- men,  being  on  the  counfel  of  the  fald  burgh  ; 
Gilbert  Prymrofe  deaken  of  the  chirurgians,  John 
Watt  deaken  of  the  hammermen,  William  Hop- 
pringle  deaken  of  the  tailyeours,  Edward  Gaibiaith 
deaken  of  the  fkinners,  Edward  Hant  deaken  of 
the  goldfmithsr  Adam  Newtown  deaken  of  the 
baxters,  Thomas  Dickfone  deaken  of  the  furriers, 
Andrew  Williamfone  deaken  of  the  Wrights, 
William  Bickertoun  deaken  of  the  maiiTons,  James 
Ker,  deaken  of  the  fleQiers,  William  Weir  deaken 
of  the  cordiners,  Thomas  Wright  deaken  of  the 
webfters,  William  Cowtts  deaken  of  t*he  wakers, 
and  William  Somer  deaken  of  the  bonnetmakers  5 
for  themfelves,  and  in  name  and  behalf,  and  as 
commiiBoners  for  the  haill  crafts-men,  indwellers 
of  the  faid  brugh,  on  the  uther  part  :  And  the 
right  potent  and  illufter  prince,  Jamks  be  the 
grace  of  God,  Kingj  of  Scots,  our  Soveraign 
Lord,  ods  man  and  overs  man,  commonly  chofen 
by  advice  and  confent  of  baith  the  falds  parties,  a- 
nent  the  removing  of  all  queftions,  differences 
and  controverfics,  quhilks  are,  or  hes  been  be- 
twixt the  faids  merchants,  concerning  whatfomc- 
ver  caufe  or  occafion  whereupon  debate  or  queltion 
did  arife  in  any  time  betwixt  them.  And  there- 
upon, bailh  the  faids  parties  being  bund,    oblii\ 
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andfworn,  to  ftand,  abide,  underly,  and  fulfil  tise 
decreet-arbitral,  and  deliverance  of  us  the  faids 
judges  and  overs  man,  but  appellation,  reclamati- 
on, or  contradiction,  as  at  length  is  contained  in 
ane  fubmiffion  made  thereupon,  baith  the  faids 
parties  dames  and  griefs  given  in  be  them,  with 
the  anfwers  made  thereto,  and  their  rights,  rea- 
fons,  and  alledgances  being  heard,  {ttn^  and  con- 
fidered  be  us,  and  we  therewith  being  ryply  advy- 
fit,  after  many  fundry  conventions  and  meetings, 
with  larvg  travels  tanc  hereanent,  hcs  all  in  ane 
voice  accordit,  decernit,  and  concludir,  upon  the 
heads  and  articles  following. 

First,  To  take  away  all  differences  quhilk  hcs 
been  heretofore,  concerning  the  perfons  who  had 
the  gn'ernmentof  the  town,  their  number,  power, 
or  authority,  and  manner  of  their  elc<^Uon  ;  it  is 
finally  accordit  and  decernit  thereupon  as  fol- 
lows : 

M  A  G  I  S  T  R  A  T  $• 

THE  magiftrats,  fie  as  proved,  bailies,  dean 
of  gild,  and  thefaurer,  to  be  in  all  tymes  coming 
of  the  eilait  and  calling  of  merchants,  conforme  to 
the  a£ls  of  parliament  j  and  if  any  crafts- man  ex- 
erceand  merchandize,  fall  for  his  guid  qualities  be 
promovit  theirto,  in  that  caife  he  fail  leive  his  craft, 
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and  not  occupy  the  fame  be  himfelf  nor  his  fer- 
vants  during  the  tyme  of  his  office,  and  fall  not  re- 
turn theirto  at  any  tyme  theireafter,  quhill  he  ob- 
tein  fpecial  licence  of  the  proveft,  bailies  and  coun- 
fel  to  that  efFe<Sl. 

Counsel. 

THE  counfel  to  confift  of  ten  merchants,  to 
wit,  The  auld  proveft,  four  auld  bailies,  dean  of 
gild  and  thefaurer  of  the  nixt  year  preceeding,  and 
three  merchants  to  be  chofen  to  them,  and  als  to 
conlift  of  eight  crafts-men  theirof,  fex  deakens, 
and  twa  uther  crafts  men,  makand  in  the  haill 
the  faid  counfel  eighteen  perfons,  and  this  by  the 
oiBce  men  of  that  year,  to  wit,  the  proveft,  bailies, 
dean  of  gild,  and  thefaurer. 

Election. 

AND  as  to  the  manner  of  their  eJedion,  it 
IS  firft-  generally  accordit  and  agriet,  that  na  man- 
ner of  perfon  be  chofen  proveft,  bailies,  dean  of 
gild,  or  thefaurer,  fuppofe  they  be  burgefles  of  the 
burgh,  and  able  therefore,  without  they  have  been 
ane  year  or  twa  upon  the  coun  lei  of  before.  And 
anent  the  counfel,  the  auld  manner  of  giving  in  of 
tickets  be  the  deakens,  out  of  the  quhilk  the  twa 
crafts  men  were  yearly  chofen  lo  be  abrogat,  ceafe 
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and  expyre  In  all  tymes  comiiig,  fwa  that  the  faids 
twa  crafts  men  fhall  be  chofen  yearly  without  any 
ingiving  of  tickets  indifferently,  of  the  belt  and 
worthieft  of  the  aafts,  be  th?  faids  proveft,  bailies, 
dean  of  gild,  thefaurer  and  counfel  alanerly,  and 
nane  to  be  on  the  counfel  above  twa  year  together, 
except  they  be  oSice  men,  or  be  vertue  of  their 
offices  be  on  the  counfel.  Sicktike,  anent  the 
lytts  to  be  bailies,  they  fall  not  be  dividet  nor  caf- 
ten  in  iour  ranks,  three  to  every  rank,  as  they 
were  wont  to  be  j  hot  to  be  chofen  indifferently, 
ane  out  of  the  twelff  lytts,  the  third  out  of  ten, 
and  the  fourt  out  of  nyne  lytts.  Anent  the  dea- 
kens,  that  nane  be  ele£tit  deaken,  except  he  that 
hes  been  an  maifter  of  his  craft  twa  year  at  the 
leafl  ;  and  that  nane  of  them  be  continued  in  their 
offices  of  deaken fiiip  above  twa  year  togidder. 
Laft  in  general,  that  nane  have  vote  in  lytting, 
voitlng,  electing  of  the  pioveft,  bailies,  counfel, 
deakens,  dean  of  gild,  or  thefaurer,  but  the  per- 
fons  hereafter  following,  in  maneer  after-fpecifiet. 

EkBlofi  in  fpecial  o/"  D  E,  a  K  E  N  s. 

A  N  D  to  proceid  to  the  faid  election  :  It  is 
found  guid  to  begin  at  the  choofing  of  the  deakens 
of  crafts,  quhilks  are  fourteen  in  number,  to  wit, 
chirurgeons,  goldfmyths,  (kinners,  furriers,  ham- 
mermen,   "Wrights,    mafons,    tailyeourj?,    baxtfr^?, 
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•flcftiei's,  corcliners,    webOers,  wakers,  bonnetma- 
kers  ;  fwa  the  deakens  now  prefent  fliall  ftnnd  r\nd 
continue  quhil  the  third  counkl-day  of  before  the 
auld  time  of  election  ot  the  new  counfel,    quhilk 
was  on  the  Wednefday  next  preceeding  ;he  fcaft  of 
Michaelmafs ;     upon    the    quhilk   third    cour.fcl- 
day,  the  proved,    bailies,  and  counfel  now  ftanci- 
and,  extending  to  nineteen  perfons,  and  fra  thence 
furth  yearly,  and  ilk  year,  iheproveO:,  bailies  and 
counfel,  conftitute  of  the  faid  Twenty  five  peilcns* 
fall  call  in  before  them  the  faids  deakens  of  crafts, 
every  ane  feverally,    and  inqu-re  their  opinion  and 
judgement  of  the  bcft  and  woithieft  of  their  craftsj 
thereafter,  the  faids  proved,  bailies   and  counfel, 
fliall  nominate  and  lytt  three  perfons  of   the  maift 
difcrcet,  godly,  and  qualified  perfons  of  evcrv  ane 
of  the  faids  fourteen  crafts,    maift  expert  hand-!a» 
bourers  of  their  awen  craft,  burgefies  and  freemen 
of    the    burgh  of    Edinburgh,    whereof  the  auld 
deaken  fhall  be  ane,  and  caufe  deliver  their  niimes 
to  the  deakens,  cveiy  ane  according  to  their  craft. 
Quhilk  deakens,    on  the  morn  thereafter,    fall  af. 
femble  and  convein  their  crafts,  and  every  craft  be 
themfeWes,  furth  of  thir  names  fliall  elc£i:  ane  per- 
fon  wha  fall  be  their  deaken  for  that  year,  and  up- 
on the  next  counfel  day  after  the  faid  election,  the 
auld  deakens,  with  fome  of  the  mates  of  their 
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eraf  s,    fall  prefenr    the  new  deakens  to  the  coun* 
fel,  quha  fall  authorize  them  in  their  offices. 

Ncvj  Onnifel  0/  D  E  A  K  E  N  s. 

NEXT,  to  proceed  to  the  ele£lion  of  the  new 
coiinfe].  The  faid  day  of  prefenting  of  the  new 
deakens,  the  provefl:,  bailies,  and  counfel  now 
ilandand  of  nineteen  perfon?,  and  fra  then  furth, 
the  faid  day  yearly ;  the  provefl,  bailies  and 
counfel,  of  twenty  five  perfons,  fall  choofe  furth 
of  the  faids  fourteen  deakens,  fex  perfons  to  be  ad- 
joir:ed  with  the  new  counfel  for  the  year  to  come, 
and  to  have  fpeclal  vote  in  lytting  and  choofing  of 
the  proveflj  bailies  and  counfel;  and  the  fame  day, 
the  auld  fex  deakens  quhilk  was  upon  the  counfel 
the  year  preceeding,  to  be  removed,  and  have  na 
farther  vote  for  that  year,  except  fome  of  them  be 
of  the  number  of  the  new  eleded  deakens. 

Nczu   Ojunfcl  cf  M  E  R  chants  and 
Crafts. 

THEREAFTER,  Upon  the  V/cdnefday  next, 
preceeding  Michael mafs  ilk  year,  the  provefl-, 
bailies,  dean  of  gild,  thefaurer,  and  ten  mer- 
chants of  the  counfel,  and  the  faid  fex  deakens, 
and  twa  crafts- men,  and  in  the  haill  twenty  five 
perfons,  and  twenty  fex  votes,  be  reafon  of  the 
proveCt's/tw^  votes  crdinarly  flandand  at  all  tymes, 
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fall  conveen  and  cKoofe  the  new  counfel,  to  the 
number  of  eighteen  perfons,  to  wit,  the  auld  pro- 
vert,  bailies,  dean  of  gild  and  thefaiirer  of  that 
year,  and  the  faid  fex  deakons^,  to  make  thirteen 
p<:rfons  thereof*  and  to  them  to  be  ciiofen  three 
merchants,  and  twa  crafts  men,  an4  thir  perforin 
to  be  callit  the  new  counft!!  ,  and  if  any  perfon  of 
the  merchants  chofen  upon  the  counfel,  happens 
to  be  put  on  the  lyite  of  ane  uther  ofiice,  and  pro- 
movit  ihereco,  an  uther  fall  be  chofen  in  his  room 
be  the  faids  proved,   baiiies  and  counfel. 

LyttS    of   M  A  G    I   S  T   R  A  T  S. 

THIRDLY,  To  proceid  to  the  chooung  of  tiie 
lytis  to  the  magiflrats  and  ofBce  men,  iic  as  prcvcft^ 
bailies,  dean  of  gild  and  ihclaurer,  upon  the  Fti-; 
day  nixt  thereafter,  there  fall  conveen  the  faici  new 
counfel  of  eighteen  perloub,  and  the  aulJ  c.ounfti 
conllitute  of  twellF  perfons,  viz.  ten  merchants^ 
and  twa  crafts-men,  and  in  the  haill  threity  per* 
fon's  to  the  proveil's  odd  vote  ;  quhilks  perionb  fo 
folemnatly  piotelting  btfose  Ggd,  that  they  (haii 
choofe  the  perfons  whom  they  find  malft  ^^.et^ 
without  favour,  hatred,  or  any  kind  of  collu.fioii  ^ 
then  fall  begin  and  choofe  the  lytts  to  the  faid  ma- 
giltrats  and  oiHce-men,  to  every  ane  of  them  three 
lytts  J  that  is  to  fay,  to  the  proved,  twalytts  wiilv 
'        K  2 
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hin\f.;lf;  to  the  four  bailies,  every  ane  of  them 
thic-e  lycts,  the  auld  bailies  not  beand  ane,  except 
thev  be  new  cholen  thereto  j  to  rhe  dean  of  gild, 
twa  lytts  with  himfelf ;  and  to  the  thefaurer,  twa 
lyttb  with  himfelf:  Quhijk  hail)  lytts  be  of  the  or- 
d«r  and  calling  cf  merchants,  as  faid  is. 

Ekfiion  o/'Magistrats. 

FOUPtTHLY,  To  proceed  to  the  eleding  and 
choofing  of  the  faid  magillrats  and  office- men; 
upon  the  Tuefday  nixt  after  IVlichaelmafs  yearly, 
theie  f  dl  conveen  the  fiiids  thretty  perfons,  of  new 
and  auld  counfel,  and  with  them  the  reft  of  the 
dt"akeii5  of  crafts  quhilks  are  not  of  the  counfel, 
extenUng  to  eight  peifonsj  the  haill  perfon  fwa 
Convtenandy  extending  to  thretty  eight  perfons  by 
the  prcvofl'b  odre  vote,  whereof  twenty  mer- 
chants, and  eighteen  crafts- men  *,  quhilks  perfons 
fall  begin  at  the  lytts  of  the  proved,  and  every  ane 
in  their  a^.ven  rank,  give  their  votes  to  fie  as  they 
^nd  meet  for  the  weill  of  the  town,  according  to 
their  confcieDce  and  knawledge,  but  feid  or  fa- 
Tour  •,  and  on  whom  greateft  number  of  votes  fall 
fall,  that  he  be  fworn,  receivit  and  admitit  proveft 
for  that  year ;  and  fwa  to  proceed  thorow  the  lytts 
of  the  bailies,  dean  of  gild  and  thefaurer,  quhill 
the  faids  eleaicn  be  compleatly  cndit.  The  faids 
provefts  bailies;  dean  of  gild,  thefauier  and  coun- 
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^tel,  ele«fllt,  as  faid  is,  niakand  in  the  halll  twenty 

ve  perfons  ;  they  only,  and  nae  uthcrs,  fall  have 

he  full  government  and  adminillration  of  the  hail 

ajcommon-weal  of  ihis  burgh,   in  all  things,   as  the 

proven-,   bailies,    and   counfel   thereof,    or  of  any 

uther  brugh  had  of  before,  or  may  have  hereafter, 

be  the  laws  or  confuetude  of  this  realm,    infl'eoff'- 

ments  and  priviledges  grantit  to  this  town  be  our 

Sovereign  Lord's  maiif  noble  progenitors,  cxcept- 

and  always  tbir  caufes  following,  in  the  quhiiks 

the  hail  fourteen  deakens  of  crafts  fall  be  callit  and 

adjoined  with  them,  to  give  their  fpecial  vote  snd. 

confultation  thereinto,   to  wit,    in  election  of  the 

proveft,  bailies,  dean  of  giid  and  thef.mrer,  as  faid 

is,  in  ijtting  of  fews,  or  any  manner  of  tacks,  at- 

tour  the  yearly  rowping,    on  Martin mafi  even,    ia 

giving  of  benefices,  and  uther  ofBces  in  brugh,  in 

granting   of    extents,     contributions,    emprimits, 

and  fickiike  bigging  of  common   warks,    and  in 

difponing  of  the  common- good,  above  tiie  fum  of 

twenty  pound  togidder. 

Wiurnmg    of   the    Deakens    and 
Counsel. 

PROVIDING  neverthelefs,  that  the  deakens 
not  of  the  counfel,  or  any  of  them,  beand  perfon- 
ally  warned  to  that  effe6l,  aad  abfenting  themfelf^ 

K3 
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fwa  oft  the  lafl  deakens,  or  any  uther  that  was  in 
]ytt  with  him  that  yeir,  fliall  fupplie  their  room  ; 
and  they  beand  p^rfonally  warned,  and  abl'ent,  the 
red  compearand  fall  have  power  to  proceed,  if 
any  of  the  proveft,  baillies,  and  counfel  be  abfent^ 
the  reft  v/ha  are  prefent  fall  choofe  an  other  in 
their  room.  And  to  avoid  all  fufpicion  that  hes 
rifen  in  times  pad,  through  the  particular  aiiem- 
blies  and  conventions,  contrair  to  the  acls  of  par- 
liament, and  to  the  trouble  of  the  qtiyet  eftait  of 
this  brugh. 

CONVENTIOUNS. 

IT  Is  agriet  and  conludit,  that  nather  the  mer- 
chants amang  themfelfs,  nather  the  crafts  and  theix- 
deakensor  vifitors,.fall  have,  or  make  any  particur 
lar,  or  genend  conventions, as  deaken  with  deakcns,, 
deakens  with  their  crafts,  or  crafts  amang  them- 
felfs,. fiir  \tb.  to.  make  privat  laws,  or  ftatutes, 
poynd  and  diftr.enzie  at  their  awen  hands  for  tranf- 
i^reiilons,  by  the  advic^^  ami  confent  of  the  proveft,-, 
bailies  and  ccuiifel. 

Dean    of   Gil  d    ma^  conwen  hiS: 
Counsel. 

EXCEPTAND  always,  that  the  dean  of  gild 
may  aflemble  his  brethem  and  council  in  their- 
|ild  courts,  conform  to  their  ancient  lawe«  of  thct 
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gUdrie,  and  priviledges  thereof;  And  that  any 
ane  craft  may  conveen  together  amang  themfelfs, 
for  the  choofing  of  their  deakens  at  the  tyme  ap- 
pointit  thereto,  and  in  manner  before  expreft  j  ma- 
king of  mafters,  and  trying  of  their  handie-wark 
aHanerly.  And  if  any  brethren,  or  deakens  of 
crafts,  h\l  find  out,  or  dtvyfe  any  good  heids,  that 
may  tend  to  the  weill  of  their  craft,  they  fall  pro- 
pone the  fime  to  the  magiilrates,  wha  fall  fet  for- 
ward  an  acl  or  ftatute  thairupon. 

Commissioners. 

ITEM,  As  tuitching  the  commifiioners  in  par* 
liament,  general  counfel,  and  commifiioners  in. 
conventioun  of  burrows,  it  is  though  guid  be  the 
commifiioners,  that  in  all  tyms  coming  be  ane  of 
the  faids  commifiTioners  for  the  brugh  oi"  Edinburgh,, 
fall  be  chofen  be  the  faid  proved  and  bailies,  furth- 
oi  the  number  and  calling  of,  the  crafts- men,  and 
that  perfon  to  be  ane  burgefs  and  gild  brother  of 
the  brugh,  of  the  beft,  expert  and  wife,  and  of 
honeil  conveifation. 

Auditors.. 

ITEM,  Tt  IS  ai^rted,  that  the  auditors  of  all  the 
tJDwns  compts  fall  hereafter  be  chofen  of   equal 
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number  of  merchants  and  crafts  ment  be  the  pro- 
veft,  bailies,  and  coimfcL 

G  I  L  D  R  I   E. 

ITEM,  Toward  the  lang  controverfies  for  the 
glldrie,  it  is  finally  with  common  confent,  ap- 
pointit,  agriet  and  concludit,  that  als  weill  crafts- 
men, as  merchants,  fall  be  received  and  admitted 
gild  brether,  and  the  ane  not  to  be  refufit,  or  fe- 
cludit  therefrae  mair  nor  the  uther,  they  being, 
burgefles  of  the  burgh,  als  meit  and  qualified 
thairfore  ;  and  that  gild-brether  have  liberty  to  ufc 
meichandice.  their  admiilion,  and  tryal  of  their 
qualiricaticunj  to  beintbe  power  and  hands  of  the 
proveit,  bailies,  thefaurer,  and  counfel,  with  the 
dean  of  gild,  and  his  counfel,  quhilk  fall  confift. 
in  equal  number  of  merchants  and  crafts  men, 
gild  brether,  not  cxceiding  the  namber  ot  fex 
perfons,  by  the  dean  of  gild  himfelf ;  and  that  no 
perfon,  of  what  faculty  foever  he  be,  fall  bruik  the 
benefit  of  an  gild  brother,  without  he  be  receivit 
and  admittit  thereto,  as  faid  is. 

Burgesses,     Crafts. 

ITEM,  That  na  manner  of  perfon  be  fufFeritto 
ufe  merchandice,  or  occupy  the  handie  wark  of 
anc  free  crafts- man  within  this  brugh,   or  yet  to 
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exerce  the  liberty  and  priviledge  of  the  faid  burgh, 
without  he  be  buigefb  and  free-man  of  the  lame. 

Extents, 

ITEM,  Becaufe  \ht  merchants  and  crafts  men 
of  this  burgh,  are  now  to  be  incorporate  in  ane 
fociety,  and  to  make  an  haili  town,  and  an  com- 
mod-weill,  it  is  thought  guid  and  expedient,  and 
concludit,  to  abrogat  the  former  cullome  of  divid- 
ing and  fetting  of  extents,  wherein  the  merchants 
payit  four  pairts,  and  the  crafts  the  fift  part.  And 
therefore  it  is  agried,  that  as  they  watch  and  waird 
together:  Swa  in  all  extents,  emprimits,  contri- 
butions, and  the  like  fubfidics  to  be  impofit  upon 
the  brugh,  merchants  and  crafts-men  to  bear  the 
burden  and  charge  thereof  indifferently  overheld, 
according  to  their  ability  and  fubftance,  throw  the 
haill  quarters  of  the  town,  without  divilion  ot  the 
roils  in  merchants  and  crafts  men  in  any  tyme 
coming  -,  the  extentours  fall  be  of  equal  number 
of  merchants  and  crafts-men^  eight  pcrfons  of  the 
ane  calling,  and  eight  peifons  of  the  uther,  to  be 
eleclic,  fworn  and  receivit  be  the  provetl,  bailies, 
and  counfel,  out  of  the  maift  difcreit  and  ikiifuj 
of  all  the  town,  void  of  ail  partial  aittttioun  and 
hatred  :  i\nd  that  na  perfon  ufand  the  trade  of 
merchant  or  crafts  man,  and  occupy  and  the  trie-* 
dome  cf  the  brugh,  and    able    to  pay   any  extent^ 
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nor  beirand  the  offic^  of  proveft  or  bailies  in  the 
mea  U'X\k.%^  fall  be  any  v;ayis  exemit  frae  tne  leal 
and  attual  payment  thereof. 

COLLECTIOUN. 

ITEM,  As  the  hail)  body  of  the  town,  confift* 
and  of  merchants  and  crafts  men,  does  beir  an 
common  burden  of  watching,  wairding,  extent- 
Ing,  and  of  the  like  public  charges,  having  an 
commoun  good  proper  to  nane,  fwa  neidful  it  is 
for  making  an  equal  unity,  and  charitable  concord, 
that  there  be  in  the  hail  town  but  an  colIecSlion, 
and  an  purfe,  not  peculiar  to  any,  bot  common  to 
all,  of  the  haill  duties  and  cifualiiies,  callit  the 
entres  filver  of  prenteiffes,  up-fetts,  owkly  pennies, 
unlaws,  and  ficklike,  to  be  colk^lit  in  all  tyme 
coming,  and  received  baith  of  merchants  and 
crafts-men,  and  put  in  an  common  purfe,  and 
to  that  efFe£^  the  merchants  to  take  and  havp  pren- 
tices, als  Weill  as  crafts- men,  and  to  be  aftrittit 
and  oblieft  theirto,  and  na  prentice  alwayes  to  be 
received  of  ather  of  them,  for  (horter  tyme  nor 
the  fpace  of  fyve  yeirs  compleit.  And  for  the 
better  knowledge  to  be  had  heirof,  and  for  obferv- 
in  gan  good  ordouxin  colle£lioun  of  the  fame,  that 
there  be  an  commoun  book  made,  keipit  be  the 
commoun  clerk  of  tlris  biugh  prefent,  and  to 
come,  wherein  the  names  of  all  prentices  to  m.er- 


of  the  Blve  Blanket.  121 

ctants  and  craftfmen,  the  name  of  their  mafter, 
day  of  their  entreis,  and  fpace  of  their  prentifliip, 
fall  be  infert  and  buikit:  For  the  quhilk,  the  clerk 
fall  have  at  their  buiking  of  ilk  perfon,  fex  pennies, 
and  for  the  cut-draught  twelfF  pennies,  quhilk 
buik  fall  be  to  the  prentice  an  fufficient  probatioun 
of  his  entres,  and  an  chargs  to  the  co]le£^ors  of 
the  faid  dewties.  If  any  ma»  be  an  prentice  an 
heireafter,  and  not  put  in  the  faid  buik.  his  pren- 
tcifhip  fall  be  to  him  of  na  efFed.  Alfwa,  be 
reafon  every  induftry  is  not  of  like  valour  and  fub- 
ftance,  it  is  declarit  what  ilk  rank  or  degree  of 
prentieflts  fall  pay^  to  wit,  the  merchant  plenties, 
and  fie  kind  of  people  as  were  wont  to  extent  with 
them^  and  are  not  under  an  of  the  faid  fourteen 
carfts,  to  pay  at  his  entres  the  day  of  his  buiking, 
to  the  faid  colleclioun  thirtie  fliilling,  and  at  his 
up-fett,  cr  end  of  his  pienteifhip  fyve  pund  The 
prenteis  to  an  fkinncr,  chirugean,  goldfmyth, 
fielher,  cordiner,  tailyeour,  baster,  and  hammer- 
men, at  their  entry  and  buiking,  to  the  faid  col- 
le£tioun  twenty  flulling,  and  for  their  up*fett  fyve 
pund  :  The  prenteis  to  an  niafoun  and  wrigh,  at 
his  entrie  threteen  fliillirg  four  pennies,  and  his 
up  fett,  three  pund  fex  (lulling  eight  pennies. 
The  prenteis  to  an  webfler,  waker,  bonnetmaktr, 
furrier,  at  his  entry,  ten  fliilling,  ?.nd  for  his  up- 
fett  fyftie  fhilling-,  and  thir  dewties  to  be  tane  by 
their  owklv  pennies,    and  dewties  of  their  burgc* 
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fhips.    And  to  caufe  all  perfons  to  be  mair  willing 
to  enter  themfelfs  in  prcnteiftiip  vvith  'he  burgefles 
and  friemen  of  the  brugh,  this  priviledge  is  grant- 
it  to  the  faids    prenteifes,  that  they  fall  pay  nae 
mair  for  their  burgefhip  to  the  dean  of  gild,    but 
fyve  punds  by  the  dewties  foirfaids  •     An  J  in  aug- 
mentatiounof  the  faid  colle^lioun,  when  any  perfon 
fall  happen  to  be  nnade  burgefT.  s  of  this  brugh,  wha 
was  na  prenteis  to  an  merchant,  or  crafts  man, 
frie  burgefs  of  the  faid  brugh »  or  hes  not  compleit 
his  prenteiflnp,    fall   pay  to  the  faid  colledioun  at 
his  admilTioun,  the  double  of  the  haill  prentecis  or 
entres-filver,   up  fett  and   buiking,  by    the  dewty 
payit  to  the  dean  of  gild  for  his  burgefhip,  or  gildric, 
quhilk  is  twenty  punds    for  his  burgefhip,      and 
fourty  pound  for  his  gildrie,  the  priviledge  always 
of  the  bairns  of  burgeffes  and  gild  brether  not  be- 
ing prejudged  heirby,     quha  fall  pay  the  auld  and 
accuflomed  dewty  to  the  dean  of  gild  allanerly. 
Thir  dewties  and  colle£l:iouns,    or  cafualitifs  of 
entres  filver,    up  fetts,    owkly  pennies,    unlaws, 
and  fik-like,  to  be  received  in  all  lyme  coming,  of 
all  merchants  and  crafts-men  indifferently,    put  in 
the  faid  common  purfe,    and  impioit  be  the  advice 
and  command  of  the  proveft,    bailies  and  counfel^ 
for  fupport  and   relief  of  the  failyiet  and   dccayet 
burgefTes  and  crafts  men,  their  wyfes,  bairns,  and 
auld  fervants,  and  uther  poor  indwellers  of   the 
town.     The  proveit,    bailies,    c,.unfel,  and  haill 
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Weakens  every  yelr  after  ele^iioun  of  the  maglf- 
trates,  fall  choofe  the  collectors  of  the  faid  clew- 
tics  and  cafuallties,  of  equal  member  of  merchants 
and  craftfmen,  and  to  devyfe  and  fet  down  i\c 
good  ordour  as  they  fall  find  meet  and  expedient 
for  the  perfyte  and  rcadic  in-bringing  thereof* 
And  lafl,  the  faid  collectors  fall  make  yelrly 
compts  of  their  intromiflioun  therewith,  at  the 
tyme  of  making  of  the  town's  compts,  and  i'aU 
find  fufficient  caution  at  their  admiffioun,  for  compt> 
reckoning  and  payment.  Item^  It  is  ordained, 
that  baith  the  faids  parties,  merchants  and  craftf- 
men now  prefent,  and  their  fuccelTors,  fall  inviol- 
ably obferve,  keip,  and  fulfill  this  prefent  appoint- 
ment and  decreit  arbitral,  and  every  heid,  claufe, 
and  article  conteinit  therein.  Likeas,  his  Majef- 
ty,  and  the  faids  judges,  wills  and  ordains  them, 
with  willing  hearts,  to  put  in  oblivion  all  bypait 
enormities,  imbrace  and  intertein  love  and  amity, 
and  as  they  are  of  ane  city,  fwa  to  be  of  ane 
mind  *,  then  fall  they  be  accepcit  of  God,  ftop  the 
mouths  of  them  quhilk  tuik  occafion  be  their  di- 
vifion  to  flander  the  truth  i  then  fall  they  be  mair 
able  to  do  our  Soveraign  Lord  acceptable  fervice, 
and  have  ane  ftanding  and  flourifliing  common- 
weall.  And  finally,  his  Majefty  and  the  fnds 
judges  will  cfteem  their  lang  travels  fruitfully  he- 
llo wit. 
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Certtficat  roN  0/ //'^  Sett. 

ATTOUR,  his  Majefty  and  thi  falds  Judges, 
ordains  the  pracSlice  and  execution  of  this  prefent 
appointment  and  decreet  to  be  and  begin  after  the 
day  and  date  hereof,  and  to  continue,  and  be  ob' 
fervit  and  keipit  as  ane  perpetual  law  in  tymc 
conning;  and  uhafoever  contraveins  the  famen, 
fall  be  repute  and  halden  ane  troubler  of  tlie  quiet 
eflate  of  the  common- weal,  incurre  the  note  of 
infamy,  and  forfault  and  tyne  their  freedom  for  e- 
ver,  and  atherways  to  be  perfewit  and  puniOiit  as 
feditious  perfons,  conform  to  the  laws  of  the  realm, 
with  all  rigour  and  extremity  j  and  ordains  thir 
prefents  10  be  ratifiet  and  approvit  in  his  highnefs 
next  parliament;  and  in  the  mean  tymc  the  fame  to 
be  aclit  and  regidrat  in  the  buik?  of  counfel  and  fef- 
fion,  and  to  have  the  ilrength  of  a^ls  and  decreets  cf 
the  lords  thereof,  and  that  their  authority  be  in- 
tcrponic  thcrcro,  and  letters  and  execHtori.ils  to 
piafs  thereupon,  in  form  pg  efilirs  ;  and  for  acting 
and  regidrating  of  the  famen,  makes  aiul  confLi- 
tuts,  MefTers  John  Sharp,  John  prefloun,  Thomas 
Graig  and  John  Skeen,  our  procurators,  conjuni!^ 
Jyand  feveraliy  in  ubcrlcri  forma  promiitendo  de 
rata*  '  In  witnefs  whereof,  the  faids  judges  and  o- 
•veifman  togiddtr,  with  the  faids  comrnjfrioner:%  in 
token  of  tbiir  coDfcnts  and  accentarion  of  the  pie- 
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niiflcs,  has  fubrcrivic  tbir  prefents  with  their  hands, 
day,   year,  and  place  forefaids. 

JAIMES  R.  6.-. 

All  the  cJidrters  and  dotiatlons  iu  favours  ot' 
the  town  of  Edinburgh,  granted  before  and  Cnce 
the  union  of  the  two  crowns  of  Scotland  and  Eng* 
land,  were  confirmed  by  the  facceeding  Monarch, 
Charles  I. 

Whosf  charter  of  confirmation  narrate?,  *  That 

*  calling  to  his  royai   memory,    and  perfcCliy  ua- 
derflanding  the  many  good,  notable,  and  thankful. 

*  fervices  performed  by  the  magill  rates  and  in  ha-. 

*  bitants  of  Edinburgh,    the  chief  city  and  burgh 

*  of  the  ancient  kIng('om  of  Scotland,    not  only 

*  to  hinnfelf,  fince  h'n  happy  accefiion  to  the  king-; 

*  dom,    bttt  aHb  to   his.dearell  father  of  eternal 

*  memory,  and  his  other  moll  famous  progenitors, 

*  the  particular  and  notable  exprefTions  whereof, 

*  are  contain'd  in  the  ancient  intlcolFm.ents  granted 
«  to  them  by  his  predeceilbrs  of  eternal  memory; 

*  which  remains  to  poflerity,    as  ligns  of  ihcir  fi- 

*  delity,    and   great  and   egregious  fervices  done 
'  and  pctformed  by  them,  for  the  good  ami  ho- 

*  nour  of  the   kingdom:    Therefore,    confirmed, 

*  err.'      And  did  grant   to  the  magiitrates  of  the 
faid  town  and  fucceflbrs,  the  preTenting  and  nomi-- 

L  2 
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minating  of  minificrs,  for  ferving  the  cures  in  the 
liaill  churches  built,  or  to  be  built,  within  the  faid 
town  with  the  right  of  patronage  of  the  faid  haill 
kirks  in  all  time  conriing.  As  alfo,  confirmed  to 
them,  the  faid  city,  town-walls,  ditches,  ports, 
ftreets,  pafiages,  paths,  lands,  teritories  and  commu- 
riity  of  the  fame,  with  the  common  lands,  called^ 
the  Common  Muir  eafter  and"  weft er,  and  common 
mire  thereof;  together  with  the  fouth  loch,  called 
the  Barron  Loch,  and  the  loch  of  the  i^id  city, 
called  the  North  Loch,  with  the  lands,  of  old  cal- 
led the  Greenfide,  with  the  Lener-houfe  and 
vard  fituate  on  the  fame,  arable  lands,  banks  and 
m-rifhes  thereof,  for  the  prefent  occupied  by  the 
lepers  of  the  faid  houfe.  And  granted  to  the  faid 
burgh,  the  fole  liberty  of  merchandize  pertaining 
to  a  free  royal  burgh,  within  the  bounds  of  the 
fi-ieri Axiom  of  Edinburgh,  and  the  privileges  of 
weekly  markets  every  Monday,  Wednefday  and 
Friday,  or  any  three  d-ays  of  the  week  that  they 
/Irall  appoint,  with  two  yearly  fairs,  viz.  Hal- 
low-fair and  Trinity- fair,  wi-tb  the  haill  fmall 
^iiOoms,  according  to  ufe  and  wont,  efp:cially 
rhe  flieriH"  fee  and  (heriff  gloves.  And  thereby  en- 
;»i£led  the  village  of  Leith  into  a  burgh  of  barony, 
with  power  to  the  magifl rates  of  Edinburgh,  to 
choice  bailies  and  officers  therein,  and  making 
laws  for  governing  thereof.  Which  charter  is- 
d^ted    at   Newmarket,    23d    O^ober   i6_.6,    and 
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lith  year  of  his  reign,  before  witnefles,  the 
mod  reverend  father  in  Chrifl,  and  his  well-bc* 
loved  Counfcllor,  John,  by  the  mercy  of  God, 
Archbifhop  of  St.  Andrews,  primate  and  metro- 
politan of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  &c.  his 
chancellor  5  his  well  beloved  coufen  and  counfel- 
lor,  James  Mar(^uis  of  Hamilton,  earl  of  Arran 
Cambridge,  Lord  Aven  and  Innerdale,  &c.  Tho- 
mas Eail  of  Haddington,  Lord  Binning  and 
Byris,  keeper  of  the  privy  Seal  ;  William  Earl 
of  Stirling,  Vifcount  of  Canada,  Lord  Alexander  of 
Tullibody,  &c.  his  fecretary ;  his  well-beloved 
familiar  counfcllor  Sir  John  Hay  of  Barro,  clerk 
to  his  council,  regifters,  and  rolls;  John  Hamil- 
ton of  Orbiftoun  juftice  clerk  ;  John  Scot  of  Scot- 
ftarvit,  director  to  our  chancellary  knights. 

These  charters  fliew  the  pious  care  and  com- 
pafTion  of  our  fovereigns  for  the  poor  :  And  hercj 
I  were  very  unjuft  to  our  mochcr  city,  as  well  as 
to  the  memory  of  that  great,  good  man,  George 
Hcriot,  hurgefs  and  goldfmith  of  Edinburgh, 
jeweller  to  the  two  renc-.ned  princes,  James  VL 
and  this  king  CuAKLts;  if  I  fliould  forget  his 
pious  mortification  to  the  poor,  and  the  magnifi- 
cent fabiic  which  he  ereded  for  their  holpiral* 
Anno  1627.  The  mortiHcations  I  have  formerly 
mentioned  relating  to  St.  Eloi-a.nd  St.  Mungo's 
L  3 
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altars,  flowed  rather  from  felf  intercd  than  chari- 
ty, the  patrons  believing,  by  their  donations,  to 
merit  heaven,  as  the  charters  cxprefTes  it,  (fuch 
is  the  blindnefs  of  popery)  and  claimed  it  as  pur- 
chafed  and  paid  for:  But  this  Proteflant  founder, 
was  a  ftranger to  the  uncouth  do<ftrine  of  merit; 
he  knew,  that  falvation  is  the  gift  of  God  through 
Christ  Jesus;  That  good  works  is  the  fruit 
and  natural  refult  of  faith  ;  that  rich  men  are  the 
ftewards  of  God's  goodnefs,  the  meffengers  of 
his  favours,  the  conduit-pipes  of  his  liberaliry  ;  and 
therefore,  in  the  ftatutes  of  the  hofpital,  Caput  de 
fundj t ore  hof pita  i^  Iratutcs,  that  on  the  tiilt  Mon- 
day of  June  every  year,  thanks  be  given  to  God 
in  the  Grayfriar's  church,  for  the  charitable  maia- 
tcnance  which  the  poor  maintained  in  the  hofpital, 
receive  by  the  bounty  of  tlie  founder;  and  that 
the  preacher  exhort  all  men  of  ability  to  follow  his 
example,  to  urge  the  neccflity  of  good  works  for 
the  tcfiimony  of  their  faith  ;  and  to  clear  the  doc- 
trine of  the  church  from  the  reproaches  of  adver- 
fdiies,  who  give  us  out  to  be  the  impugners  of 
good  worki. 

The  fundamental  inflitutions  of  this  hofpital 
were,  at  the  dcfire  of  the  founder,  compiled  by 
the  reverend  doctor  Walter  Balcanqnhall  the  dean 
of  Rochelter,  who  left  confiderably  to  it  himfelf. 
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If  God  records  Btzaleel  and  Ahollab,  two 
goldfmiths  and  jewellers,  Exod.  xxxl.  for  their  cu- 
rious workmanfhip  in  the  tabernacle,  we  ought 
certainly  to  record  a  goldfmith  and  jeweller,  who 
not  only  excelled  in  architecture,  fculpture,  and 
engraving  ;  but  dedicated  a  palace,  and  prince's 
revenues  to  the  Lord,  Pfal.  cxii.  9.  He  hath  dif- 
perjed,  he  hSth  given  to  the  poor ^  his  righteoiifnefs 
cndureth  for  every  his  horn  JJjall  be  exalted  •with 
honour* 

The  greateft  part  of  this  ftately  edifice  is  Go- 
thick  v/ork  •,  but  the  frontifpiece  is  adorned  with 
ftately  pillars  of  the  Corinthian  and  Doiick  order, 
with  various  groops  of  figures,  two  of  which  are 
very  curious,  a  company  of  fchool  boys,  in  the 
habits  appointed  by  tlse  founder,  under  the  ferula 
of  their  preceptors,  with  this  motto,  extending  to 
the  face  of  the  teachers,  Sic  vos  Deusy  ut  vos  eos  ; 
and  the  other,  the  fcholars  round  the  table  at  din- 
ner, this  infcription  above  iheir  heads,  out  of  the 
poet  Virgily  Deus  nobis  hu:c  otia  fecit.  Above  this, 
the  arms  of  the  founder  ;  within  the  porch  above 
tlie  entry,  in  a  nich,  the  ftatuie  of  the  partron, 
above  his  head  this  motto,  alluding  as  well  to  the 
building,  as  to  the  builder :  Corporis  ha^Cy  Jnimi 
vjl  hoc  Opus  Ejfgies, 

Tun  entry  of  the  chapel  beautified  with  pillars 
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of  the  Teutonick  order,    and  a  large  bible  engra- 
ven in  (tone,  above  which  is  this  infcription. 

Aurifici  d^derat  mihi  vis  divina  perennem,  <b  facere 
in  Terrisy   in  Cxlo  6*  Ferre, 

Below  an  artificial  crown,  which  fupplies  the 
word  Coronamj  the  fentencc  being  defigned  for  an 

Enigma 
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I.   The  Royal  College  of  SuRGTONl 


The  Surgeons  and  Barbers  were  ere£lecl  In  to  a 
corporation  by  a  Seal  of  Caufe,  at  Edinburgh,  i. 
July  1504,  and  ratified  by  King  James  the  V.  13. 


Oclobcr  1505,  ^z. 
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n.  Goldsmiths. 


THE  Golafmiths  were  originally  Incorporated 
with  the  Hammermen,  but  what  time  they  fepera- 
.-V  them  is  uncertain  ;   they  were,  however, 
v^^.^'  N  -  r.   compa  1  y  in  1 5  8 1 . 
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III.  Skinners. 
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THE  Skinners  were  ere^Ved  into  a  corporatlan:, 
Oil  or  before  the  year  i  c^SC* 
N  z 
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IV.    Fl'RRlERS, 


THE  Furriers  alfo  owe  their  exiftance,  as  a  bo- 
dy, corporate,  to  the  Town  council :  The  time  of 
heir  bein^  incorporated  is  unkxiowHe 
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V.    PIaM  MERxMENS.- 


THE  Hammerinen  were  ere£led  into  a  corpc^ra- 
tion  2.  Way  r;B3.     See  the  Cky  Set. 
N  3", 
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VI.  Wrights 


THE  Wrights  have  a-  double  reprefentation  in 
ihe  Tov'n- Council. 
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VII.    Masons 


THE  Mafons  and  "Wrights  were  Incorporated 
the  15.  Oclober  1475.     See  the  City  Set. 
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Vllf.  Tailors. 


THE  Tailors  were  Incorporated,  and  has  feveral 
Charters  from  the  Town  Council,  ratified  by  the 
Scots  Kings^ 
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IX,    Baxters. 


A  SEAL  of  Caufe  from  the  Town  Council  in 
1522,  infavour  of  this  Corporation  ;  by  this  Char- 
ter they  had  an  altar  eredled  in  St  Gile&'b  Church, 


"rm 
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X.    Fleshers. 


THEY  are  an  old  Corporation,  they  w.ere  In- 
corporatecl  before  1488,  for  in  that  year  feveral  re- 
gulations were  made.     See  the  City  Set. 
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XI.    CORDINERS. 


WE  cannot  aficertain  the  time  that  this  Corpo. 
ration  was  inllituted,  Maitland  places  it  in  1449  i 
but  the  earlieft  records  that  can  be  recovered  is 
1475,  ratiued  by  King  James  VI, 
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XII.   Websters. 


THE  Weavers  were  Incorporated  31.  January 
14-5.  They  petitioned,  "  That  for  the  honour 
and  love  of  God,  of  his  Mother  the  Virgin,  and 
of  St.  Sovrane''  -,  and  prays  a  ratification  of  thefe 
a  tides,  among  others,  care  is  taken  to  ena£l 
•♦  that  the  piieft  fhall  get  his  meat. 
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SET  or  CHARTER  for  the  Goyernment 

of  the  City  of  EDINBURGH. 

Magistrates. 

THE  magiftrates  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  to 
be  fevcn  in  number,  viz,  a  provoft,  four  bailies, 
dean  of  guild,  and  treafurer;  and  thefe  to  be  al- 
ways of  the  eftate  and  calling  of  merchants,  con- 
form to  adts  of  parliament ;  and  if  any  craftfman 
fliall,  for  his  good  qualities,  be  promoted  thereto, 
in  that  cafe  he  fliall  leave  his  craft,  and  not  occu- 
py the  fame  by  himfelf,  or  his  fervants,  during 
the  time  of  bis  ofHce,  and  fliall  not  return  thereto 
at  any  time  thereafter,  until  he  obtain  fpeclal  !{. 
cence  from  the  provoft,  bailies,  and  council  to  that 
efi'ea. 

Town    Council. 

THE  town  council  to  confift  of  ten  merchants, 
viz.  the  old  provoft,  four  old  bailies,  old  dean  of 
guild,  and  old  tre-afurer,  and  three  merchants  to  be 
added  to  thefe  (called  merchant  counfellors.),  and 
alfo  to  confift  of  eight  craftfmen,  viz>  fix  deacons, 
and  tv/o  other  craftf .  en  (calkd  trades  counfellors), 
making  in  all  eighteen  v  aird  thefe,  added  to  the 
magiftrates  for  the  year,  form  the  ordinary  council 
of  twenty- five. 
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Incorporations. 

THE  fourteen  incorporated  trades,  or  crafts,  arc 
the  furgeons,  goldfmiths^  flcinners>  furriers,  hai:  - 
mermen,  wrights,  mafons,  tailors,  baxters,  fleftiers, 
cordiners,  webilers,  waulkers,  and  bonnetmakers  *. 


*  The  fiirgeons  and  barbers  were  formerly  incor. 
porated  together;  bnt  fome  differences  ariiing  betwixt 
them,  a  long  procels  at  lawenfiied.  the  refult  of  which 
was,  the  p;  ofefiiotis  were  disjoine:',  and  the  barbers 
are  now  only  a  fociety,  though  retaining  the  privi- 
leges granted  by  royal  charter:  they  chufe  a  jirefes, 
inilead  of  a  deacou;,  and  are  not  reprclented  in  the 
town-council. 

The  furriers  are  now  knownby  the  name  of  glovers. 

Along  with  the  liammermen  are  comprehended  the 
following  crafts  viz  blackfniiths,  wbitc-ironfmiths, 
copperfmiths,  lockimiths,  flieerfmiths,  gunfmiths, 
cutlers,  pewterers,  fiddlers,  armourers,  founders, 
braziers,  watchmakers,  bookmakers,  pinmakers,  and 
behmakers. 

The  wrights  and  mafons  are  known  by  the  name  of 
^*  the  united  incorporation  of  Mary's  chapel." — It 
coriliilsof  the  following  crafts,  viz.  wrights,  mafons, 
bowyfrs,  glaziers,  plumbers,  upholfterers,  painters, 
filters,  fievewriuhts  and  coopers. —  They  haveac-louble 
reprefeiitation  in  the  town-council;  one  deacon  is 
choftn  to  reprefent  the  wrights,  and  another  the 
mafons. 

Th.p  rordiners  are  better  known  by  the  name  of 
(liOemakers 

■A  itn  I  he  waulkers  the  hatters  are  incorporated. 

And  the  dyers  with  tlic  bonne t'.iukeis. 
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Election  of  Deacons. 

IN  order  to  form  the  council,  it  is  nccefTiry  to 
begin  with  the  election  of  deacons  for  each  of  thcfe 
crafts. — On  the  third  council- day  (Wednefday) 
preceding  the  feafl  of  Michaelmas,  yearly,  the 
provo^,  bailies,  and  council  for  the  year,  confid- 
ing of  nineteen  perfons  only  (excluding  always  the 
fix  council  deacons),  (liiill  convene,  and  call  before 
them  the  prefent  fourteen  deacons,  every  one  fe- 
verally,  and  inquire  their  opinion  and  judgment  of 
the  bed  and  vvorthiell  men  of  their  refpeclive 
crafts  * ;  and  the  provoft,  bailies,  and  council 
(liall  then  proceed  to  nominate  and  leet  three  of 
the  mod  difcreet  and  bed  qualified  perfons  for  each 
craft  (whereof  the  old  deacon  fhall  always  be  one}, 
who  are  burgeffes  and  freemen  of  the  city,  and 
who  have  been  maders  of  their  crafts  for  two  years 

*  This  was  according  to  the  original  fet  of  King 
James  VI.  b.ii:  the  decreet  arbitral  ot  Archibald  Dui-;c 
of"  Argyle  in  1730,  regulat*?s  this  matter  as  fol!o\vs  : 
*••  Ordains  that  the  ufage  and  cudom  of  prl'entina,  leets 
of  fix  perfons  rsade  by  the  feveral  incorporatioiis^  and 
atteded  i>y  rheir  refpevStive  clerks,  to  the  niagiltrates 
and  council,- in  order  to  their  makinii  ihorc  Icets  of 
three  for  election  of  deacons  be  inviolably  for  ever 
obfervcd,  and  that  the  Piort  leets  be  returned  by  thcin 
out  of  the  laid  leets  of  fix,  regularly  and  legally  made 
and  attedod»'* 

P   Z 
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at  lead.  After  which  the  fourteen  leets  fhall  be 
delivered  to  their  refpedive  deacons,  and  each  dea- 
con, on  the  .day  thereafter,  fliall  convene  his  crafty 
and  of  the  three  perfon.i  in  the  leet,  iliall  tU€t.  one 
to  be  deacon  of  that  craft  for  the  enfuing  year:-  And 
upon  the  next  council  day  after  the  faid  elc<^ion, 
the  old  deacons,  attended  by  fome  of  the  maflers  of 
the  crafts,  (hall  prefent  the  new  deacons  to  the 
council,  who  fhall  authorife  them  in  their  offices, 
and  receive  them  in  place  of  the  old  deacons. 

Election  q/"CouNCiL  Deacons. 

ON  the  faid  day  of  prefenting  the  new  deacon? > 
the  provoft,  bailies,  and  council,  coDfifling  of 
nineteen,  (liall  chufe,  from  among  the  faid  fourteen 
deacons,  fix  perfms  to  fit  in  council  for  the  enfu- 
ing year,  and  to  be  called  council  beacons;  and 
the  fix  deacons,  who  were  formerly  upon  the  coun- 
cil, (hall  be  removed,  and  have  no  future  vote  in 
council,  unkfs  they  be  re-ele£led. 

I^LHCTiON  of  New  Council,  and  of  Merchant 
and  Trades  Counjellors, 

UPON  Wednefday  next  immediately  preceding 
Michaelmas,  yearly,  the  provoft,  bailies,  dean  of 
guild,  and  treafurer  j  the  old  provoft,  old  bailies, 
old  dean  of  guild,    and  old  treafuier  ;    three  mer- 
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chant  counfellors,  two  trades  counfcllors,  and  fix 
council  deacons,  in  all  twenry-five  perfons,  and 
twenty  fix  votes,  (ihe  provod  always  having  two), 
(Ivall  convene  and  chufe  a  new  council  of  eighteen 
for  the  enuiing  year ;  and  as  the  provoft,  bailice, 
dean  of  guild,  and  treafurer  for  the  prefent  year, 
and  the  fix  new  council  (icacons,  make  thirteen 
perfons  thercofj~fj  rh^-y  ihall  add  and  chufe  three 
of  the  molt  refpcdlibJc  meichanrs  of  the  city  to  be 
merchant  counsellors,  an.d  likewife  two  reputable' 
merchants  of  the  city  to  be  merchant  coun  ellors, 
and  likewife  two  reputable  craftimen  to  be  trades- 
eounfellors,  (in  place  of  the  five  former  cou-nfeliors);- 
and  thefe  eighteen  to  be  called  the  new  council. 
And  if  any  of  the  merchant  counfellors  fo  cnofea 
be  afterwards  upon  the  leets  for  Magiftrates,  and 
be  promoted  thereto,  another  reputable  merchant 
fiwll  be  chofen  counfellor  in  his  room  on  the  day 
he  is  fo  promoted. 

Fixing  the  Lcets  for  Ma  G  i  str  A  t Es. 

ON  the  Friday  next  thereafter,  the  faid  netv 
council  of  eighteen,  and  the  old  council  of  twelve, 
(viz.  the  old  provofl:,  old  bailie?,  old  dein  of  guild, 
and  old  treafurer,  the  three  old  merchant  counfel- 
lors, ajid  the  two  old  trades  counfellors)  in  all  thir- 
ty jjerfonf?,  (and  thirty  one  votes,)  {hall  convene  to 
fix  the  leets  for  magiftrated  for  the  enfuing  year  • 
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*<  and  thefe  thirty  perfotis  folemnly  protefling  be- 
fore God  that  they  fnall  chufe  the  perfons  moft  fit 
for  thefe  ofHces,  without  favour,  hatred,  or  any 
kind  of  collufion,"  (hall  then  begin  and  chufe  for 
each  of  the  feven  magiftrates  a  leet  of  three  ;  that 
is,  for  the  provofl  a  leet  of  three,  (the  prefent  pro- 
voft  being  one  of  them)  -,  for  each  of  the  four  bai- 
lies a  leet  of  three  j  for  the  dean  of  guild  a  leet  of 
three  (including  the  prefent  dean),  and  for  the  trea- 
furer  a  \ttl  of  three  (ihe  prefent  included)  *.  And 
a  majority  of  votes  of  the  faid  thirty  perfons  to  de- 
termine every  name  to  he  put  in  thefe  Icets. 
Election   of  Magistrates. 

O  N  Tuefday  next  after  Michaelmas,  yearly, 
ihcre  fliall  convene  the  faid  thirty  peifons  of  n€w 
and  old  council,  and  alfo  the  remaining  ei^^ht  of 
the  fourteen  deacons  who  are  not  of  the  council} 
(but  are  in  this  cafe  extraordinary  council  deacons), 
in  all  thirty  eight  perfons,  and  thirty  nine  votes  ; 
— and  beginning  at  the  leet  for  provofl:,  ''  they  (hall 
all  ia  their  own  ranks  give  their  votes  to  fuch  as 
they  find  meet  for  the  good  of  the  town,  accord ing^ 

*  The  Duke  of  /^rgyle's  decreet-aibitral  contains 
the  following  clanfe  : — ""  Finds  that  according  toilie 
fer  of  the  town,  there  muft  he  three  perfons  in  every 
leet  for  the  levei'iil  ofHces  «f  pr'woft.  dean  of  guild, 
and  treafurer,  and  twelve  pcrions  in  the  leet  ^ov  bai- 
lies :  but  it  is  not  determined  by  the  fet  whether  the 
frid  leets  il^nuld  contain  one  and  twent)'  different  per- 
fon<;;  and  tire  u Fa g&  appears  to  be  in  the  comrary^. 
whiei*  therefore  ought  toprevaiL'* 
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to  their  confcience  and  knowledge,  without  fee  or 
^favour;'  and  on  whom  the  greatefl  number  of 
votes  fhall  fall,  he  fliall  be  I'worn,  received,  and 
admitted  provofl  for  that  year  enfuing  ; — and  fo 
proceed,  in  the  fame  manner,  through  the  leets 
for  the  bailies,  dean  of  guild,  and  treafurer,  till 
the  faid  election  be  completely  ended. 

And  theele£lion  being  judly  and  duly  declared 
and  minuted  in  the  council  books,  the  laid  newly 
ele£led  provoft;  bailies,  dean  oT  guild,  and  irea- 
fu;er,  being  added  to  the  eighteen  council  former- 
ly eletled,  and  making  in  all  twenty  five  perfons,-— 
they  only  (and  no  others)  fliall  have  the  full  go- 
vernment and  adminillration  of  the  hail  common- 
weal of  the  city,  in  all  things,  for  one  year  en* 
fuing  : 

Excepting  always  the  cafes  following,  In 
which  the  whole  fourteen  deacons  of  crafts  Oiall  be 
Called  to  give  their  fpecial  vote  and  confukation, 
viz.  an  ekciion  of  the  provoft,  bailies,  dean  of 
gmld,  and  treafurer  (as  above) ^  an  election  for  a 
member  of  parliament  ^  in  fetting  of  feus,  or  any 
manner  of  tacks  (except  the  yearly  rouping  of  the 
town's  good  on  Martinmas  even)  ;  in  giving  cf 
benefices  or  other  offices  in  the  burgh  ;  in  grantiuT 
of  extents,  conrrlbinions,  and  fickhke  ;  building 
of  common  woiks  ;  and  in  difpofing  of  the  com- 
mon good  of  the  fum  of  twenty  pounds  together. 
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And  If  any  one  more  of  the  eight  extraordinary 
deacons,  being  perfonally  warned  to  a  meeting  for 
any  of  the  above  purpofes,  and  abfent  himfelf, 
then  the  lai^  deacon  who  preceded  him,  or  any  o- 
ther  who  was  in  the  leet  with  him  at  the  laft  elec- 
tion, (hall  fupply  his  place  for  the  time;  and  he 
alfo  being  abfent  (though  perfonally  warned), — 
then  the  meeting  are  empowered  to  proceed  to 
bulinefs  without  them. 

That  no  perfon  whatever  be  chofen  provoft, 
bailie,  dean  of  guild,  or  treafurer,  although  they 
be  burgeffes  of  the  city,  unlefs  they  have  been  one 
year  atleaft  in  the  council  before. —  i  hat  no  perfon 
be  upon  the  council  above  two  years  together,  un- 
lefs he  be  chofen  into  ofHce,  fuch  as  prove  ft,  bailie, 
dean  of  guild,  or  treafurer ;  in  that  cafe  he  is  ex 
officioy  a  counfellor. — That  no  deacon  of  a  craft 
fhall  be  continued  in  his  faid  office  of  deacon  above 
two  years  together. 

That  the  provoft,  dean  of  guild,  and  treafurer, 
{\\?M  not  be  eledled  or  continued  in  their  ofEces 
linger  than  one,  or,  at  moft,  two  years  together 
at  a  lime  .•  And  the  bailies  (hall  only  be  one  year 
bailie,  one  year  old  bailie,  and  one  year  free  of 
o lice.  and  (liall  not  be  put  in  leers  for  bailies  till 
thofe  years  be  paft.  That  whoever  has  fcrvcd  the 
biT;ce  of  D^d,u  of  Guild  {hull  be  capable^  at  any 
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time  afterwards^  to  be  chofen  provoft  or  bailie,  as 
the  council  (hall  think  fit  :  And  the  trealurer  (ha41 
alfo  be  capable  to  be  chofen  bailie,  but  not  till 
his  accounts,  as  treafurer,  are  finally  fitted  and 
approved  by  the  council. 

That  the  right  of  calling  the  council,  ordinary 
and  extraordinaiy,  belongs  to  the  piovcft  or  prefes 
of  the  meeting;  and  upon  an  execution  returned 
to  the  members  being  fummoncd  by  the  faid  pro- 
voft or  prefes  his  order,  thirteen  of  the  ordinary, 
and  feventeen  of  the  extraordinary  council,  may 
proceed  and  a6l  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  all  the 
members  were  preCgnt ;  but  if  the  provoft  or  pre- 
fes fliall  happen  to  neglect,  or  ftiall  refufe  to  call  a 
council  on  Wednefday  ^^the  ordinary  council  day), 
2  nipjority  of  the  faid  council  may,  forty  eight 
hours  preceding  the  ordinary  and  ftated  time  of 
meeting,  require  the  aforefaid  provoft  or  prefes, 
under  form  of  inftrumeni,  to  call  a  council,  and 
upon  his  refufai  or  neglect  to  comply  with  the  de- 
rfiand  fo  made,  the  majoiity  of  the  faid  council 
may  meet  on  the  faid  ufual  and  ftated  tiiP.e,  and 
proceed  to  do  bufinefs. 

That  the  provoft  has  right  to  the  fiift  vote  in 
every  matter  and  thing,  and  to  a  calling  vote  in 
cafe  of  an  equality,  and  to  no  other  01  further  vote 
ifl  any  cafe  whatever. 
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That  the  deacons  extraordinary,  or  not  of  the 
council*  have  a  vote  in  chufing  proxies  for  the  ab- 
fent  members  of  the  ordinary  council  at  the  annual 
election,  in  all  fteps  vfhere  they  have  a  right  to  be 
prefent. 

That  the  faid  extraordinary  deacons  of  crafts 
have  right  to  give  their  fpecial  vote  and  confulta- 
tion,  annually,  in  electing  and  chufing  the  mem- 
bers  of  the  dean  of  guild  court  of  Edinburgh  j  but 
that  they  have  no  vote  in  the  election  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  train  bands,  the  conftables,  and  bailies 
of  the  public  markets  of  the  city,  and  their  affid- 
ants,  kirk  and  college  treafurers,  ftent-mafterS) 
and  auditors  of  the  town's  accounts  ;  nor  in  elect- 
ing; and  chufing  the  baron  bailies  of  the  fuburbs, 
namely,  the  bailies  of  Leith,  Canongate,  Portf- 
burgh,  and  Caltoun  5  the  magiftrates  and  ordinary 
council  having  the  only  right  of  chufing  the  faid 
officers. 

That  no  perfon  who  has  deferted  and  given  o- 
ver  the  pra6lice  and  exercife  of  his  trade  and  occu- 
pation within  the  city  of  Edinburgh  and  liberties 
there'of,  unlefs  he  refide  within  the  faid  town  or 
liberties,  and  at  the  fame  time  fubje(Sl  himfelf  to 
the  common  burdens  of  the  town  and  incorporation 
whereof  he  is  free,  or  who  is  received  as  a  member 
or  fervant  in  any  of  the  town's  hofpitals,  or  who  is 
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z  penfioner  of  the  town  or  trade,  or  has  or  enjoys 
any  benefit  or  incratlve  office  from  the  town  or 
trade,  or.  who,  at  any  time  within  fix  months  pre- 
ceding, has  been  received,  or  was  mfmber,  fer- 
vant,  or  penfioner  as  aforefaid,  or  held  or  enjoyed 
fuch  benefice  or  incrative  office  hath,  or  ought  to 
have  aov  vote  in  the  election  of  a  deacon,  or  other 
officer  of  the  incorporation,  or  in  making  up  leets 
in  order  to  the  election  of  a  deacon  or  other  officer, 
or  to  a£t  or  vote  in  any  meenn^  whatfoever,  of 
any  incorporation  within  the  faid  city. 

That  the  expence  of  all  public  treats  ought  to 
be  previoully  authoi  ifed  by  the  council,  and  atteft- 
ed  when  laid  out  by  two  of  the  council,  or  more, 
who  are  Kerebv  ordained  to  write,  or  caufe  to  be 
written  on  the  bills,  the  date  and  occafion  of  the 
expence,  and  the  perfon's  name  to  whom  the  fame 
was  pai<l,  or  is  due  ;  and  to  fign  the  faid  bills  and 
report,  and  produce  them  in  council  within  a 
month  at  fartheft  after  the  faid  expence  is  incurred- 

Th  %  T  neither  the  merchants  among  themfelves, 
nor  the  crafts  and  their  deacons  among  themfelves, 
fliall  make  any  particular  or  general  conventions, 
as  merchants  with  merchants,  deacons  with  dea- 
cons, deacons  with  crafts,  or  crafts  among  them- 
felves, without  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  pro- 
voft,  bailies,  and  council. 
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Excepting  always,  that  the  dean  of  guild 
may  aflemble  his  brethren  and  council  in  their 
guild  courts,  conform  to  the  antient  laws  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  guildry :  And  any  craft  may  con- 
vene together  among  themfelves,  for  the  chufing 
of  their  deacons  at  the  time  appointed  thereto,  and 
in  manner  before  exprefled ;  making  of  mafters, 
and  trying  of  their  handy  work,  allenarly  :  And  if 
any  brethren,  or  deacons  of  crafts,  (hall  find  out, 
or  dcvife  any  good  heads  that  may  tend  to  the  good 
of  their  craft,  they  (hall  propone  the  fame  to  the 
maglftrates,  who  (hall  fee  forward  an  a6l  or  ftatute 
thereupon. 

That  the  council,  ordinary  and  extraordinary, 
have  the  fole  power  and  right  of  governing  the 
Trinity  Hofpital,  and  cannot  delegate  the  fame  to 
any  ether  perfon  or  perfons  whatfocver. 

That  the  accompts  of  the  town  be  fitted  and 
audited  within  the  year  to  which  the  faid  accompts 
relate,  or  within  three  months  after  the  expiration 
of  the  faid  year  ;  and  that  no  article  of  deburfe- 
ment  of  the  town's  money  ought  to  be  allowed  un- 
Icfs  the  fame  be  fufficiently  vouched. 

FINIS. 
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